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don’t dare use an automatic teller machine after dark, take a 
job in certain parts of town, or let their children play in the 
front yard while the drug dealers drive up and down the 
street. People who do an honest day's work stay locked up in 
their homes at night with the boob tube, and we reward the 
elderly citizens by letting them live the last years of their lives 
in terror of being mugged. 

Law enforcement is not just imperfect in America—it's 
been totally destroyed. 

We spend a lot of time trying to explain why there is so 
much crime and even more time trying to figure out how we 
can stop the violence. We blame poverty, inequality, and the 
lack of jobs in our cities; then we blame the failure of govern- 
ment welfare programs that were supposed to solve these 
problems. We blame the breakdown of the family and the 
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rapid moral decline of our children. We blame education and 
the lack of prayer in school and the abuse of drugs. We blame 
a judicial system that doesn’t work and liberal lawyers and 
judges who worry more about the rights of vicious criminals 
than the victims. 

The politicians promise they will remake the welfare sys- 
tem, somehow take the drug dealers off the street, build big- 
ger and better prisons, hire more policemen, limit the supply 
of guns by taking them away from law-abiding citizens, and 
invest our tax money to ensure that every potential criminal 
has a well-paying job. 

The proposed solutions will not work because the prob- 
lems they target are not the problems that are releasing the 
flood of crime washing through our cities and splashing into 
our suburbs, small towns, and rural areas. 

America’s crime wave is not caused by poverty, racism, 
inequality, moral depravity, loss of religion, unwed mothers, wel- 
fare dependency, unemployment, social stress, drugs, alcohol, 
the lack of prayer in public schools—or even crooked politicians. 

America’s crime wave will not be solved by legislating 
new welfare programs, winning the war on drugs, or creat- 
ing more jobs in the inner cities. And it certainly won't be 
stopped by restricting the right of honest, decent, peaceful 
citizens to buy firearms. 

Hiring more policemen, restricting constitutional rights to 
a fair trial, or holding criminals in jail for long periods of time 
is not going to solve the crime problem either. We could 
spend our entire national budget on more police and prisons 
and still not take a real bite out of crime. The more criminals 
we arrest, the more we clog up the already lethargic wheels of 
justice, while we bust the budget building new jails. Prisons 
are, and always will be, the place where criminals learn better 
ways to commit future crimes. 

We can’t stop the crime wave in America unless we are 
willing to admit who is really responsible. Crime happens 
because every criminal knows that no matter how horrible the 
crime, you won't stop him while he is committing the crime, 
even if it is you he is attacking. 
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YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR AMERICA’S CRIME WAVE 


You are responsible because you have given up the most 
valuable right you ever had. You were born with it: the right to 
defend yourself against anyone who would use force to end 
your life or take what you own. You allow the criminal to stalk 
the streets, pick you as a victim, rape you, rob you, beat you, 
and murder you without fear that doing so may cost him his 
own life nor even serious injury. 

You let the criminal wreak havoc because you bought the 
pack of lies promoted by the politicians, soft-headed liberals, 
and even your teachers and priests or ministers. They all 
promised you that if you would pay your taxes, obey the law, 
and disarm yourself, then the government would protect you 
from the criminal. 

We have so much crime in America because every criminal 
knows that you won't defend yourself or your community. 

It was not always this way in America. This country was 
settled and built by people who took full responsibility for 
their own lives, armed themselves, and carried those arms in 
public so that no one dared attack them. If the criminals 
formed gangs, the citizens formed bigger posses. For a long 

time in America, the man who decided it was easier to rob 
and pillage than work at a job quickly discovered that life 
could be a very short affair. 

It doesn’t work that way anymore because you stopped 
making it work that way. 


DON’T BLAME THE POLICE FOR YOUR FAILURE 


The police don’t guarantee that you won’t be a victim of 
crime. They have never guaranteed that. Further, they can’t 
guarantee that. If you are the victim of a crime, you can’t sue 
the police because they didn’t do their job—even if you called 
them because you knew someone was coming after you. 

Criminals will not commit a crime if they know the police 
are close. But police officers can’t be everywhere, and indeed 
we wouldn't want them to be. If we doubled and then redou- 
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bled the number of officers walking our streets, they would 
still have little impact on crime. Even in modern police states 
where the police closely watch all citizens, crime still occurs— 
and at rates similar to those in America. 

If someone hurts you, the police will try to determine who 
the perpetrator is, and if the system can prove his guilt after 
they catch him, he will go to jail. Law enforcement is not 
about stopping or preventing crime; it’s about catching crimi- 
nals and putting them away so they can’t commit any more 
crimes—at least while they are in jail. However, law enforce- 
ment has never been very efficient at catching criminals, and 
it is even less efficient at preventing crimes. Criminals don’t 
stop committing crimes because they fear the police will stop 
them; they only stop committing crimes when victims will not 
let them get away with it. 

When we suggest a return to armed-citizen crime preven- 
tion, we are not suggesting that anyone attempt to take over 
the responsibilities of the law enforcement officer. We are not 
suggesting that you and your neighbors chase down crimi- 
nals, try them in kangaroo courts, and inflict punishment on 
them for their crimes. That’s the job of law enforcement. It’s 
time that you start doing the job that has always been your 
responsibility: preventing crime from happening to you by 
making it impractical, if not impossible, for any criminal to 
get at you. 


IF YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR CRIME, 
THEN YOU ARE THE SOLUTION 


The only way to solve the problem of crime in America is 
for you, and other citizens like you, to make it extremely dan- 
gerous for anyone to commit a crime. We won't stop crime in 
the street until every criminal has good reason to believe that 
he is as likely to die at the hands of his next victim as his vic- 
tim is of dying at his hands. 

The criminal must not just fear his victim, he must fear his 
victim’s neighbors as well. You don’t have to solve this prob- 
lem by yourself. Indeed, you can’t solve this problem by your- 
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self. You have to organize for self-defense with your neigh- 
bors, and you have to take your organization to the streets, in 
order to drive the criminals from them. 

The cost of freedom is eternal vigilance, and that includes 
the cost of freedom from crime. But it’s you who must be vigi- 
lant. You and your neighbors must let every potential crimi- 
nal who enters your community know that you are vigilant 
and that you are prepared to deal with him instantly when he 
attempts to commit a crime. You have to do what Americans 
have done in the past whenever law enforcement has broken 
down. You and your neighbors have to arm yourselves, you 
have to learn how to use those weapons in self-defense, then 
you have to take to the streets in an organized fashion—and 
you have to be prepared to use those weapons in your own 
self-defense and in the defense of your family and neighbors. 


YOU HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE 


We are not talking about justice in which vigilantes go 
after criminals after the latter have committed crimes and 
escaped. We are talking about armed-citizen self-defense and 
armed-citizen community defense in which you and your 
neighbors stop crimes in progress or, better yet, dissuade the 
criminal from even trying to commit the crime by your vigi- 
lance, cooperation with police, and legally armed presence 
on the streets, in your homes, and at public meeting places. 

This does not mean that you have to become a criminal 
yourself. Self-defense is still legal in America. In taking 
responsibility for your own defense, you will still want to 
cooperate and work with the police and the legal authorities. 
But whether you work with the police and local law enforce- 
ment or without their blessing, the truth remains the same. If 
a criminal tries to rob you, rape you, or rub you out, the only 
person who can stop that crime before you become a victim is 
you. If you don’t stop the crime, even if you are carrying a cel- 
lular phone and immediately dial 911, you will become a vic- 
tim before the first police officer arrives, long after the crimi- 
nal has made his escape. 


CRIME: WHO'S RESPONSIBLE 


The 


law in the town of Bannock in what was then the 

Idaho Territory, and there was a gang of vigilantes 
screwing up everything Sheriff Plummer was trying to achieve. 
What really pissed Plummer off was that the vigilantes were 
not only breaking the law, they had hanged two of the sheriff's 
good friends. 

Hoping to get a better grip on the vigilante problem, 
Plummer applied for a federal marshal appointment. The fed- 
eral government wanted law and order, not vigilante justice in 
the Idaho Territory. Once Plummer had the marshal’s title, 
he'd be able to call in the army to hunt the vigilantes down 
and bring them to justice. 

For all his concern about law and order, Sheriff Plummer 
and his deputies had never managed to catch a single mem- 
ber of the gang of bandits. It was the vigilantes who discov- 
ered the identity of the secret leader who ran the gang operat- 
ing out of a place called Rattlesnake Ranch. 

On the same day in 1864 that Plummer received his 
appointment as the new territorial marshal, armed citizens 
dragged the leader of the Rattlesnake Ranch bunch out of his 
town office and hanged him. The man they strung up from a 
tree was the sheriff himself, Henry Plummer. 

Nobody bothered to congratulate Plummer on his appoint- 
ment as a federal marshal before the rope broke his neck. 


S heriff Henry Plummer hated vigilantes. He was the 


With the sheriff's death, peace and order finally arrived in 
that part of the Idaho Territory. It’s been a peaceful place to 
live ever since. The only recent violence we've had is when the 
federal marshals came back to northern Idaho and raided 
poor Randy Weaver's place. It’s no wonder that the people in 
this part of the country still trust vigilantes more than they 
trust federal marshals. 


THE VIGILANTE, AN AMERICAN HERO 


Sheriff Plummer may have hated vigilantes, but the mod- 
ern American public doesn’t, at least not those who go to 
movies. Charles Bronson and all his grandchildren will live 
well forever off of the money Bronson made from the Death 
Wish movies. 

Pick any Western paperback novel off the newsstand and 
look for the part that describes the hero’s appearance in court 
and his testimony that convinces the jury that the villain is 
guilty. You know you won't find it. The hero leaves the scum- 
bag dead along the trail someplace, usually not even bother- 
ing to bury him. 

There is a lot of confusion about just what a vigilante is. 
Lawmen like Henry Plummer paint vigilantes as threats to 
society rather than threats to criminals. 

The first written record I could find that uses the word 
“vigilance committee” dates from June 1851. In those days, 
San Francisco was a dirty little seaport where hopeful men 
who had sailed around Cape Horn to find gold first landed 
in California. 

They had a major crime problem in San Francisco in 1851. 
There wasn’t any real law there, but lots of killing and robbery. 

About 200 decent, peace-loving men living in the city 
decided it was time to do something about that, so they orga- 

nized a local militia, just as the Constitution’s Second 
Amendment gave them the right to do. 
Local militias were pretty common things in 19th-century 
America. Many towns and villages had organized militias to 
provide defense against hostile Indians and marauding 
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bands of desperadoes. Sometimes they called it the town 
militia, sometimes the town posse, sometimes they never got 
that formal. 

The men in San Francisco called their local militia the 
“San Francisco Vigilance Committee.” It only took them a 
couple of weeks to catch and hang four men and banish 
another 30 from the town. Immediately, crime in the streets 
practically disappeared. 

What the men of San Francisco did wasn’t any different 
from what was happening all over the West. The citizens of 
every settlement, mining camp, farm community, and cow 
town in the West organized themselves to deal with crime 
when it broke out. People did whatever was necessary when a 
crime problem developed, just like they did when there was a 
barn to build, a fire to put out, acelebration to plan, ora 
flood to handle. 

Local militias or vigilance committees worked exactly the 
same way that volunteer fire departments did. Something 
would be stolen, somebody would shoot or stab somebody 
else in an argument, a gambler would be caught cheating, or 
a land deal would be welched on and the town would act to 
make sure the guilty didn’t do it again. 

Although everybody was doing it long before they found 
gold in San Francisco, people liked the name the boys in San 
Francisco thought up. After that, citizens all over the West 
started calling their informal law enforcement organizations 
vigilance committees instead of town militias. 

It was eastern writers, misinterpreting what they saw and 
creating a myth about a West that never existed, who started 
calling those who served on vigilance committees “vigilantes.” 

Vigilante justice in the Old West was not people revolting 
against the law or breaking the law without regard for the rights of 
others. Vigilance committees were people establishing law and 
rules of conduct where none existed. They were armed citizens 
assembling together to guarantee themselves and their families 
all the rights that were promised in the U.S. Constitution. 

Call them militias, vigilance committees, town meetings, 
mob justice, or kangaroo courts; they did work. The Western 
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mining camps, cow towns, and farming communities were 
notably peaceful, again in contrast to what the popular litera- 
ture would have us believe. Diaries of the era tell about how 
people would leave valuables in their tents, lying on the table 
all day long while they worked their mining claims. 

The “spaghetti western” plot where the citizens of a town 
cower in shame rather than deal with the local thug until the 
tall stranger rides in to set things straight is plain bullshit. 
The people who settled the American West were tough, deter- 
mined, and well armed. They didn’t have to wait for a stranger 
to come in and show them how to defend themselves. They 
did it on their own without any outside help. 

Those Old Western towns were just like the small town in 
southern Utah where I spent my summers as a boy. There was 
one town marshal and no police force, but people never 
locked their doors and the only case of major crime in my 
grandfather's long life was way back in the late thirties when a 
couple of out-of-towners tried to rob the local bank. 

The entire town turned out with their guns to hunt the 
crooks down. When they caught them, they didn’t lynch them; 
they turned them over to the state court for trial. 

My grandfather, who had been the cashier at the bank, still 
had one of the pistols that the robbers had stuck in his face. 
He had bought it from the captured robber, who needed 
money to hire a lawyer. 

On the frontier, those who were tempted to steal and rob 
could count on quick and violent justice. More often than not, 
they were killed by the people they were trying to pillage, and 
there was no need to form a vigilante posse to go after them. 
But if they got away with the initial crime, their troubles had 
just begun. 

Spontaneous community action by armed citizens was 
usually fair, and the guilty were the ones punished, not the 
innocent. Mistakes may have been made, but no more than 
our modern courts make, perhaps even fewer. When people 
are being judged by those who know them and who have lived 
next door to them, they are much mote likely to get a fair 
shake than anyone can expect from a judge and a jury who 


have not met the accused until the day a police officer escorts 
him into the courtroom. 

As the West got settled, the local vigilance committees 
gave way to real courts, circuit judges, elected sheriffs, federal 
marshals, and eventually city police forces. Still, sometimes 
the good citizens found they got a raw deal when they traded 
amateur justice for the professional variety. 

When that happened, like it did to the people of Bannock, 
Idaho, they didn’t hesitate to bring back the vigilance com- 
mittee and set things straight, even if that meant hanging the 
professionals who had gone bad. 


NOT JUST FOR AMERICANS 


Americans gave it a name, but we didn’t invent voluntary 
community law enforcement. In my travels around the world, 
I've found that a lot of other people still think keeping the 
peace is their business, not that of some professional wear- 
ing a pretty uniform. 

Several years ago, I was working on a project in the central 
plains of Thailand. One of my American associates had been 
working with one village near an air base where Americans 
were flying raids into North Vietnam. He had gone toa big 
party out at the village as the guest of honor. While he was 
drinking up the local booze, somebody stole a portable radio 
from the jeep he had driven to the party. 

“It wasn’t that much of a deal,” he told me. “The radio 
didn’t cost more than 20 bucks. But when I mentioned it to 
the village headman, the next thing I knew there were 30 
angry villagers armed with shotguns, homemade pistols, 
knives, and garden hoes running down the road after the 
thief. They caught up with the poor bastard and shot him.” 

My friend never did find out whether it was a fatal wound 
or not, but he did get his radio back. No one ever bothered to 
tell a local government official about what had happened. 
Most of the remote villages in that country were self-policing. 
Without any help from the central government, they decided 
who owned what land and how disputes between neighbors 
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should get settled. When some idiot committed a serious 
crime, they knew just what to do, like they did with the thief 
who stole the radio that day. 

They not only governed themselves, they didn’t want 
any part of the official government. When real policemen 
showed up, it was always bad news. The cops never 
enforced the laws the villagers wanted enforced. How 
could a stranger tell which teenager was going wrong, 
who had cheated on a rice crop loan, or which one of the 
boys had knocked up poor Laksamee? 

The police arrested people for making homemade 
hooch, broke up local card games, and collected taxes for 
the government. 

There’s a tribe living on the Pakistani frontier where every 
male carries a firearm all the time, just like in the Old West. 
They expect to use those weapons if anybody gives them any 
shit about anything. Those people are so mean and ready to 
fight that the Pakistani government doesn’t even try to go 
into their villages and enforce the laws. 

Yet, their villages are extremely peaceful places and actual 
exchanges of gunfire almost never happen. Instead, every 
male follows an elaborate system of courtesies designed to 
make sure he doesn’t make anybody else mad at him. The 
more ready people are to commit violence to defend them- 
selves, the quieter things usually get. 

| have seen and heard tales of armed-citizen action in 
Mexico, the Peruvian Andes, and around the world, wherever 
ordinary people recognize that they are the ones who make 
the final decision on whether or not they live in a peaceful 
society. They don’t win that peace by putting peace above all, 
but by their willingness to commit violence against those 
who will not let them live in peace. 

Sometimes they act because there is no formal law, and 
sometimes because the formal law protects the criminals 
who have taken control of the law. 

We still have Americans organizing to protect them- 
selves when the professional law officers fail them. 
Citizen crime-watch committees, kids wearing red berets 
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in city subways, and block crime wardens are all acting in 
the spirit of the Old West. They all recognize that no mat- 
ter how many professionals we hire, or how much we pay 
them, we all still have primary responsibility for our own 
safety and peaceful existence. 

The problem today with most such volunteer citizen 
groups in America is that while they are organized, they are 
not armed. As unarmed citizens, their impact on crime is lim- 
ited by the willingness and the ability of the police to respond 
to a call. Such unarmed groups don’t prevent crime as much 
as they help the law catch criminals who have already com- 
mitted a crime. Also, organized citizen cooperation only 
works where professional law enforcement is still effective. As 
law enforcement breaks down, citizens who try to stop crime 
without first arming themselves put themselves in increas- 
ingly greater danger. Eventually, the criminals see the author- 
ities as nothing but jokes. 

When criminals don’t fear the police, the courts, or even 
the prisons, the only way to take a bite out of crime is to give 
the criminals good reason to fear the potential victims. 


DOES VIOLENCE EVER SOLVE ANYTHING? 


They tell you it doesn’t in Sunday school and in high 
school civics class. They tell you that violence always begets 
violence and that the only way to live in peace is to never 
resort to violence—no matter what the provocation. 

Government officials, church leaders, police officers, 
teachers, and all the other authoritarian figures tell us that 
society couldn't exist if everyone tried to take the law into his 
or her own hands. They are not arguing that violence is bad, 
per se. They are insisting that a select few are the only ones 
who can use violence. We ordinary people are supposed to 
depend on them to protect us and decide what is good for us. 

Most of the time, most of us will go along. We agree vio- 
lence is bad. Although people talk a lot about the propensity of 
human beings to commit violence, 99 percent of the human 
race would rather live peacefully. Most of us will go out of our 
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way to avoid violence, putting up with all the crap other people 
hand out rather than risk confrontation and injury. 

Too often, we forget that not all violence is the same. 
There are two types of violence. The first is offensive violence. 
That’s when people use violence to force you or me to do 
what they want us to do. Offensive violence forces us to pay 
our taxes, serve in wars we don’t want to fight, give up our 
watch and wallet to a mugger on the street. It also forces a 
woman to give in to a mean, vicious husband or a total 
stranger who catches her as she walks home at night. 

Most human misery is caused by offensive violence. When 
we say violence begets violence we are talking about offen- 
sive violence. 

Offensive violence is a risky business because when you 
force people to do something against their will, there is no 
guarantee they will do exactly what you want. They may run, 
or they may fight back. They may pretend to comply, but wait 
until you’re not watching to do what they really want. Even if 
they do surrender, there is no reason to suppose they will 
remain compliant. 

When people resort to violence only to defend them- 
selves, that violence is defensive violence. The sole purpose 
of defensive violence is to stop someone from using offensive 
violence to make you do what you don't want to do. 

Defensive violence is not only the right of every individual, 
every free person must be willing to personally commit defen- 
sive violence if he or she is to be truly free. 

Defensive violence does not beget violence—it stops vio- 
lence. The criminal is killed, chased away, or caught and 
locked up, the enemy retreats back into his own country, the 
nasty neighbor shuts up and stays in his own yard. 

When faced with defensive violence the criminal can do 
one of two things: he can either give up trying to force the 
intended victim to do something, or he can kill or badly 
injure the intended victim. When a person using offensive 
violence meets with defensive violence, he doesn’t get 
what he wants: quick compliance with his demands. 

Defensive violence not only guarantees that the criminal 
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won't get what he wants, it also forces the criminal to risk 
his own life. 

No matter how peaceful we want to live, every issue in our 
lives is ultimately decided by who will commit violence for 
what reason. If you are not willing to commit violence to 
defend yourself, you will become the slave of people who are 
willing to use violence to force you to do their will. This is 
inevitable. You cannot avoid it. 

Even if you call for the police rather than defending yourself, 
you are still committing defensive violence against the burglar 
trying to break into your house. The only difference is that 
instead of using your own gun, you are hiring someone to carry a 
gun on your behalf. If the policeman arrives in time to defend 
you, that may be a good deal from your point of view. 

But that won't happen. The cop will arrive after you have lost 
what you hold dear, or you have been raped, injured, or killed. 
Cops almost never stop crimes in progress. They only 
investigate crimes that have already been committed and 
chase criminals who have already hurt other people. The only 
person who can stop a crime in progress that involves you is 

you, or your immediate friends and neighbors. 


THE JUNGLE VERSUS GOVERNMENT 


Like it or not, we still live in the jungle, and despite the 
promises of the politicians and egghead professors of sociol- 
ogy, we will always live in the jungle. The only reason that we 
live so peacefully most of the time is that we have gotten our- 
selves so well organized to defend ourselves that most of us 
can go about the peaceful lives we want to lead, knowing that 
almost all the people we will meet during the day will be as 
anxious as we are to respect property and personal rights. We 
have put the criminals away, or scared them so badly that 
they live peaceful lives too. 

At least that’s the way it used to be. 

Increasingly, people are beginning to understand that the 
professional peacekeepers we have hired aren't doing the job. 
If they are not, it’s our fault—proof that too many of us don’t 
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really understand what government is all about: who is sup- 
posed to be controlling whom. 

The clearer we make it that we can and will commit defen- 
sive violence, the less likely it is that we will have to commit 
it. Other people leave dangerous people alone. That’s why 
those Western towns and mining camps were such safe 
places to live. People who were tempted to rob, steal, or 
cheat knew there was a good chance they would get killed in 
the attempt. 


IMPORTANT ISSUES ARE NEVER DECIDED 
BY THE PEACEFUL MAJORITY 


Unfortunately, many people in our country have put safety 
and comfort above all to the point where they will take just 
about anything the government hands out. If the U.S. 
President and Congress decided to throw out the 
Constitution tomorrow, establish martial law, and confiscate 
every bank account of every citizen, most Americans would 
very probably let them get away with it. No matter how much 
the government fails them, no matter how dangerous life 
becomes in our cities, most people will keep hoping that if we 
just hang on long enough, some politician will eventually 
give us peace and tranquillity without risk. 

Just as it is those few who are willing to fight for their 
freedom who determine whether or not we live in a free 
country, so too it is those few who are willing to take per- 
sonal action to ensure their own safety from criminals who 
will determine whether or not our streets and our homes 
are safe. 

It is time to stop waiting for the politicians and the profes- 
sional cops to halt the crime wave in America. It’s time to orga- 
nize and arm ourselves and stop crime by making it so dangerous 
to commit crimes that criminals will give it up as a profession. 

It’s time to bring back the vigilance committee that made 
the streets of San Francisco safe in 1851. 

You don’t have to become a criminal yourself in order to 
organize or join a modern neighborhood vigilance commit- 
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tee. The constitutional rights to assemble in public, petition 
the government, defend oneself, and bear arms are still rec- 
ognized in most states and cities of America. 

It’s time for you to put those rights to work in your own 
self-defense. 


THE ARMED CITIZEN 


ily. Self-defense is legal and moral in every soci- 
ety I know. 

Even so, armed combat is dangerous. Any time you draw a 
weapon to defend yourself, you are committing yourself to 
deadly combat. Because combat is so dangerous, there are 
people who use that as an excuse for not carrying a firearm at 
all. They argue that concern for personal safety dictates that 
one should never resist a violent criminal, that the quicker 
you give the criminal what he demands, the greater the 
chance you will live through the crime. 

Those who advise against carrying a firearm for self- 
defense will admit that the indignities you suffer in the pro- 
cess may forever alter your ability to enjoy life, but they 
promise that you will live. 

Such craven panderers to the fainthearted always forget to 
mention a simple truth: the criminal attacking you may 
intend to kill you, or simply not give a damn whether you live 
or die. He could be a jealous lover, an angry business partner, 
a serial killer, a crazed maniac intent on killing people until 
his magazine runs dry, or a teenager trying to meet the initia- 
tion requirements of a street gang. If you don’t resist, you will 
surely die. If you meet one of these death-dealing cretins, 
your only chance at survival is your ability to resist with dead- 
ly force. 


Yu have the right to defend yourself and your fam- 


Arecent study by two Florida State University professors 
reveals that, even if the criminal’s only intent is to rob you, 
people who use a firearm to resist a robbery are less likely to 
be injured than those who are unarmed. That's because your 
display of the weapon alone will probably prevent the combat 
from occurring. The same two professors found data showing 
that U.S. citizens use firearms more than one million times a 
year to stop crimes, and most of the time, no shots are fired. 
The unexpected display of the weapon in the hands of the 
intended victim usually sends the criminal running or results 
in a citizen’s arrest. 

People who resist the criminal rather than give in are peo- 
ple who believe that there are some things that are worth risk- 
ing death for. Those things include the freedom to be safe, the 
freedom to control your own body, and the freedom to protect 
your property and use it for your own enjoyment and benefit. 

The person who dies attempting to resist a robbery does 
not exchange his life for the $10 he carries in his wallet. He 
dies defending the single most important principle in human 
existence: the right to live free. Such people should be hon- 
ored by society as much as any soldier who dies fighting on 
the battlefield for freedom. 

You have to be willing to risk your safety and your life, but 
you don’t have to make it easy for the criminal. To paraphrase 
General Patton, the purpose of self-defense is not to die 
defending your right to be free from crime; it’s to make the 
criminal die while trying to make a living out of crime. 

Just as you must be willing to take risks defending yourself 
from crime, so too must you be willing to inflict serious injury 
and death on another human being who picks you to be a victim. 

This is a problem for some people. A popular opinion in 
modern American society holds that life is such a dear com- 
modity that no one should ever take it from another person, 

no matter what evil that person may be committing. 

This strange attitude is directly related to the theory that 
criminals are not really responsible for their behavior, that 
society makes them do their crimes by giving them no other 
alternative. That leads to such absurd proposals as the sug- 
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gestion that one should do everything possible to make sure 
the criminal doesn’t get hurt as a result of your defending 
yourself. Some even argue that you must take greater risk 
than the criminal, that if you must shoot, you should shoot to 
wound, not kill, or that you should not use a firearm at all if 
the criminal doesn’t have one, even if he outweighs you by a 
hundred pounds. In some jurisdictions, the bleeding hearts 
have even managed to write these kinds of insanities into law. 

Crime is not a game to be played by the rules. The criminal 
will always put his security first. He will inflict any injury he 
thinks will reduce the chance of your hurting him or that 
might increase his chance of making a profit from crime. The 
only way you will stop him is either by convincing him before 
he attacks you that he may be killed or injured or by inflicting 
such an injury once he does attack. 

The sole goal of self-defense is to inflict a serious enough 
injury on the attacker that he will immediately stop the 
attack. The only way to make sure that the injury you inflict 
will stop the attack is to inflict an instantly fatal injury. 

Perverse human nature is such that the more willing you 
are to kill another human being in your own self-defense, the 
less likely it will be that you will have to do that. Criminals 
recognize the self-defense attitude in potential victims. They 
prefer victims who won't fight back. If you are mentally pre- 
pared to fight back and inflict fatal wounds, it will show in the 
self-confident way you carry yourself, the defense stance you 
take, and in the way you display a weapon when confronted 
with danger. 

Even the stupidest criminal will decide to go looking fora 
victim somewhere else rather than pick one who is likely to 
fight back with deadly force. 


CAN YOU KILL ANOTHER HUMAN BEING? 


That’s a question only you can answer, but you can’t wait 
to decide until the moment a hardened criminal is charging 
because he thinks you don’t have the guts to pull the trigger. 

I'm betting you probably can kill another human being, 
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even if you insist you can’t. I think most people say they 
couldn’t because they’ve been taught to believe that is the 
socially acceptable answer. 

Humans are born with an innate sense of self-preservation 
that makes killing in self-defense a natural reaction. The day- 
dreamers of psychiatry and the mythmakers of therapy—who 
pretend to understand us better than we could possibly 
understand ourselves, and who have never in their own lives 
had to defend themselves—love to preach about how horri- 
ble it would be to have to kill another human being. 

A simple glance through history demonstrates just how 
inaccurately they judge human nature. No politician has ever 
had any trouble enlisting all the humans needed to fill his 
army, drop his bombs, run his concentration camps, and tor- 
ture his prisoners. Give people a good legal and moral justifi- 
cation to kill another human being and they will do it if it ben- 
efits their own lives. 

They will not only do it, they will do it without regret or 
guilt unless some therapist, priest, or lover insists that they 
must have remorse. 


WHEN YOU DEFEND YOURSELF, 
YOU WANT A GUN IN YOUR HAND 


There is no other rational choice. Self-defense is not a 
game or sport. There is no winner or loser. There are only the 
living and the dead. No weapon is consistently more deadly 
than a firearm. No other weapon that can be held in the hand 
matches a gun in ability to inflict grave physical injury. 

A gun is a great equalizer. An 80-year-old woman weighing 
95 pounds has almost a 50-50 chance against a fit, athletic, 
combat veteran if they are both standing 10 yards apart with 
the same model pistol in their hands. Just as important, the 
combat veteran will know that even if he shoots faster and with 
greater accuracy, there is still a very high probability he will be 
injured or killed if he decides to trade shots with the woman. 

Put any other weapon in their hands and the trained 
combat veteran will beat the old lady every time. Make her 
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a black belt in the martial arts and she still won't have 
much of a chance. 

Another advantage of firearms is that they are easy to 
learn to use. Training is important, but one doesn't have to 
spend years learning to use a gun. The FBI takes recent col- 
lege graduates and turns them into experts with a pistol with 
only a few weeks of training for a few hours a day. 


A GUN DOESN'T MAKE YOU A SUPERMAN 


Learning to use a gun can mean the difference between 
your survival and your death, but a gun doesn’t guarantee 
that you will walk away. Like any tool, a gun has its limitations 
in different situations. A gun is a long-distance weapon that 
will reach out and knock someone down who is across the 
room. But it will only shoot so far, and a handgun won't shoot 
very far at all with any accuracy. 

A gun may not be the best weapon to use in close quar- 
ters. Most defense experts who argue against depending ona 
gun in a combat situation are people who expect that when 
violence happens to them, it will happen at close quarters. 
Such people work at jobs like bouncers in bars in rough 
neighborhoods, or they drink with ironworkers or carouse 
with drunk loggers on payday. If you followa life-style that 
puts you in close contact with a crowd of dangerous psy- 
chopaths normally found in prison yards, army barracks, and 
Street gangs, you had better spend lots of time on the mats 
working on basic, unarmed defense moves to deal with sud- 
den knife thrusts, sucker punches, knee jabs, and swinging 
pool cues. 

I do not mean to discourage anyone from studying the 
martial arts—and like most self-defenders, I’ve got my own 
bag of tricks to use if someone suddenly attacks me at close 
quarters—but unarmed defense techniques are the reserve 
chute of self-defense. You carry them around for protection in 
the event you get caught without a way to use your primary 
defense weapon: your firearm. Just as no sky diver would 
jump out of a plane with just a reserve chute, you want to be 
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wearing your main self-defense weapon any time you enter a 
situation where crime is likely to happen. 

The purpose of the armed self-defense techniques dis- 
cussed in this book is to ensure that criminals never get a 
chance to catch you by surprise. The idea is to spot the crimi- 
nals before they get close enough to you to use their knives or 
blackjack. You use your firearm to make sure they don’t get 
any closer. 


VICIOUS LIES ABOUT FIREARMS 


The single most vicious political idea sold to Americans is 
the notion that there is something morally wrong about an hon- 
est, peace-loving individual carrying a firearm in a public place 
for self-protection. No other single social mythology is more 
responsible for the wave of crime sweeping this country than the 
disarming of the citizen as he or she goes about daily life. 

The second most vicious myth is the proposal that one 
doesn’t need a gun because one can defend against a crimi- 
nal attack by using some ridiculous nonlethal weapon like 
small cans of pepper gas, or that you can frighten a criminal 
away by blowing a whistle or punching the button ona 
screaming alarm box. 

The same study that shows that people who use a gun to 
defend themselves in a criminal attack have less of a chance of 
being injured than those who take no defense action also 
reveals that those most likely to be injured are those who 
attempt to defend themselves with anything other than a gun. 

If you are carrying one of those idiot devices in your pocket 
or purse, you need a gun, and you need one badly. A small .22 
automatic is not much larger or heavier than the can of Mace, 
but it is much more effective as a defensive weapon. 


THE LEGALITIES OF FIREARM SELF-DEFENSE 
I know the argument. You carry those cute cans of Mace 


because it’s against the law to carry the .22 pistol in your 
purse. If the police catch you with the handgun, you go to jail. 
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The Second Amendment to the Constitution very clearly 
gives you the right to carry arms for your own self-defense. 
Despite the clear wording of the Constitution, no other right has 
been more thoroughly trashed than the right to bear arms. 

Every restrictive law in the United States, even the laws 
restricting automatic weapons and destructive devices, is a vio- 
lation of your Constitutional rights. The politicians who vote 
such laws into existence violate their oaths to protect and 
defend the Constitution, and the judges who use convoluted 
reasoning to pretend that the Second Amendment doesn’t say 
what it plainly says are violating their oaths of office. 

That said, confronting the enemies of personal freedom 
who hold the police power in our country will do you no good. 
Arguing constitutional rights won't keep you out of jail if you 
are caught breaking one of the many existing gun control 
ordinances. Therefore, if you want to stay out of jail and still 
defend yourself against crime, you will have to figure out ways 
to work around the legal restrictions on firearm ownership 
and the carrying of weapons in public places. 


KNOW YOUR STATE LAWS 


Although there are some states (e.g., New York) and cities 
(e.g., Washington, D.C.) that restrict the ownership of guns 
and the circumstances under which a citizen can carry them 
in public, most don’t forbid the right of a citizen to arm him- 
self for self-defense. In fact, 35 states have laws that permit 
the issuance of concealed-weapon permits to law-abiding cit- 
izens under certain conditions and circumstances. Although 
the state or the local police in some of those states refuse to 
issue concealed carrying permits, the police in other states 
may issue you one if you apply. The only way you can find out 
if you can get a permit to carry a concealed weapon is to ask. 

Of the states that don’t issue permits to carry a concealed 
weapon, |1 of them allow citizens to carry a weapon that is 
not concealed. One state, Vermont, has no laws prohibiting 
the carrying of either a concealed weapon or a weapon in 
view. Authorities in 15 of the 35 states that issue concealed- 
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weapon permits must issue such permits to any law-abiding 
citizen who applies and pays the fee. 

State laws governing the ownership and carrying of 
firearms differ in so many ways and change so frequently that 
you will have to check the status of your own state laws before 
deciding whether to acquire a firearm and the circumstances 
under which you will carry it. 

1 live in a state in which both the people and the political 
leaders of the state respect the right of the people to bear 
arms. My state permits any responsible citizen to acquire a 
permit to carry a concealed weapon, and there are no restric- 
tions on carrying exposed weapons in public. 

All of the recommendations | make in this book on weapon 
carry, use, display, and self-defense application are legal in 
the state in which I reside. 

Some of my recommendations may not be legal in your 
state. It is up to you to determine what state laws restrict your 
rights and how you can work around those restrictions so that 
you can be safe while also minimizing the legal risk. 

If you live in a state that puts severe limitations on your 
right to own and carry firearms and your right to use firearms, 
you will have to make a number of personal decisions if you 
want to take responsibility for stopping crime from happen- 
ing to you. Included in these decisions are the following: 


1. You can move into a state that doesn’t restrict your right 
to defend yourself. I don’t understand why anyone lives 
in New York City, Washington, D.C., Texas, Oklahoma, 
Massachusetts, or any jurisdiction controlled by the 
gun-control idiots. 

2. You can work to change the laws of your state through 
the political process. 

3. You can adjust your life-style to recognize your limit- 
ed ability to protect yourself in a public place. Stay in 
your well-defended home, go out only during daylight 
hours, avoid the more dangerous parts of town, refuse 
employment that requires you to be out late at night 
or to venture into the most dangerous parts of town, 
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and carry legal weapons, even though they may not be 
adequate weapons. 

4. You may decide through risk analysis that you would 
prefer to risk the chances of arrest on charges of illegally 
possessing, carrying, or using a firearm rather than the 
risk of confronting a criminal without an adequate 
means of self-protection. 


Many otherwise law-abiding citizens do ignore the weapon 
control laws of their city and state to ensure their own self- 
defense from criminal attack. The fact that people must 
become criminals to defend themselves is a tragic comment 
on how much freedom we have lost in this country. 

Most of the people who make such a decision will never be 
caught. While I do not recommend that anyone disregard the 
laws of their state restricting firearm use, I recognize that 
such laws are extremely difficult to enforce given the consti- 
tutional protections against search and seizure without prob- 
able cause. If modern law enforcement is inept at catching 
criminals and putting them in jail, it is just as incompetent 
when it comes to catching honest citizens who prefer to exer- 
cise their constitutional rights to arm themselves over living 
in fear under unconstitutional laws. In almost all cases, the 
police discover evidence of a firearms violation during the 
processing of other criminal charges. They arrest the rapist 
and, while making a body search, find he’s carrying a gun. 

If you choose to break any of your state laws so that you can use the 
suggestions in this book, you do so at your own risk and by ignoring my 
specific warning of the legal dangers. 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF WHAT THE LAW DOES ALLOW 


Over the last several years, anumber of states have 
passed concealed-weapon-carrying laws that have liberalized 
the previously restrictive laws that made it extremely difficult 
and often impossible for a law-abiding citizen to carry a con- 
cealed weapon.! 

Concerned citizens who believe in the right of self-defense 
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spent a lot of time, money, and effort in convincing the state 
legislatures to pass such laws. Those efforts were opposed by 
every antigun group in America who predicted that the less 
restrictive laws would result in an avalanche of gun casualties 
in which ordinary citizens shot it out in disputes over parking 
spaces, gas pump lines, disagreements with local merchants, 
and family squabbles. 

Those terrible predictions have not come true. In every 
state where concealed-weapon-carrying laws have been 
passed, the number of murders and rapes has gone down, in 
some states as much as 30 percent per year. Ordinary law- 
abiding citizens can be trusted to carry concealed weapons in 
their own defense. 

The impact of such liberalization of gun-carrying laws can 
be seen in Florida, where the murder and robbery rates have 
significantly declined since the adoption of the new carrying- 
right laws. Lots of Floridians have gotten their licenses to 
carry a gun, they are carrying them, and they are taking a big 
bite out of crime. The same thing has happened in Oregon, 
Washington, and other states that have returned a few rights 
back to the people. 

It is interesting, isn’t it, how all those shootings in restau- 
rants and trains always take place in the states that prohibit 
honest citizens from carrying concealed weapons? 


GET A PERMIT TO CARRY A CONCEALED WEAPON 


If you live in a state that issues permits to carry a con- 
cealed weapon to any law-abiding citizen and you don’t 
already have such a permit, you deserve anything any crimi- 
nal does to you. 

Don’t wait another day. Apply for your permit. If you have 
to take some kind of firearm training, sign up fora class 
immediately. Get the permit and, if you don’t already own a 
gun, buy one and carry it every time you leave your house. 

The more of us who exercise our legal rights, the less 
chance the criminal will have. If the criminal knows that there 
is a good chance that any person he picks as a victim may be 


THE ARMED-CITIZEN SOLUTION TO CRIME IN THE STREETS 


armed and dangerous, even the little old lady hobbling home 
with a bag of groceries in her hands, he may decide to take up 
a less dangerous profession. 

If your state is not one of the bastions of freedom in 
America, learn under what circumstances you can carry a 
firearm and start doing so when you consider it appropriate 
for your safety. While you may not want to go to a PTA meet- 
ing with a six-gun strapped to your side, you might want to 
reconsider your fear of public criticism if you must regularly 
walk through a high-crime area late at night. 

If your state doesn’t permit handguns but does permit 
shotguns, at a minimum buy a shotgun for home defense. If 
your state permits the open carrying of firearms in a vehicle, 
buy a gun rack for your car and put a rifle and a shotgun in it 
for all the world to see. 


GET A LAWYER 


Once you decide that you will take advantage of your 
Constitutional rights and that you will accept the responsibil- 
ity for your own self-defense, you want to find a lawyer. 

it’s unfortunate but true that if you ever have to defend 
yourself against a criminal attack and you injure or kill the 
criminal, you are going to need legal advice. You want to finda 
lawyer you can trust to give such advice before you need him. 

You may already know a good lawyer, or you may have 
friends who will recommend a good lawyer to you. If you 
don’t, you can usually locate the kind of lawyer you want by 
making a few calls to numbers listed in the yellow pages. 
When making your initial inquiries, you'll want to ask about 
his or her experience in criminal defense law, especially con- 
cerning weapons and self-defense, and his or her agreement 
with the basic premise that citizens should exercise the right 
of self-defense against criminal attack. 

It’s best to find a lawyer who owns and carries weapons. 
Ask a prospective lawyer whether or not he or she has a 
carrying permit, or if you live in a state that doesn’t yet 
grant carrying permits, ask if he or she keeps a weapon in 
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the office. If he or she says no or objects to the question, 
look for another lawyer. 

Once you find a lawyer, pay for a couple of hours of time 
and get a quick rundown on the legal advice applying to your 
local situation. Keep your lawyer's telephone number in the 
same place you keep your permit to carry a weapon. Also ask 
your lawyer to recommend another lawyer whose number you 
can keep as a backup in case he or she isn’t available when 
you need a lawyer. 


NOTES 


1. All the laws restricting the carrying of concealed 
weapons are unconstitutional. If our country was as free 
as it once was, you wouldn’t have to get a concealed- 
weapon permit. But that problem can only be solved 
through the political process. Until it is solved, the sec- 
ond best alternative is to obey the law, get the license, 
and carry the weapon legally. 
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the best self-defense weapons wages on andon.A 

firearm is very much a personal choice. You want a 
weapon that you are comfortable carrying, that you are trained 
to use, and that will be adequate for its intended use. There 
are, however, several points that you should consider as you 
arm yourself and your family. 


Te debate over what specific kinds of firearms make 


YOU DON’T KEEP JUST ONE 
SCREWDRIVER IN A TOOLBOX 


If you want to get serious about crime control, you want to 
have more than one kind of firearm at your disposal. You also 
want to load different kinds of ammunition, depending upon 
the specific defense situation. For example, for home defense, 
wall penetration is a serious consideration. You don’t want to 
kill Junior with a bullet that goes through the crook, two walls, 
and into Junior's bedroom. Therefore, you might consider 
using a shotgun loaded with size 4 buckshot as the primary 
weapon for home self-defense, or you might choose an auto- 
matic pistol loaded with glazer-type loads. 

You may wish to carry a .45-caliber automatic when travel- 
ing through high-crime areas of a city, but prefer to carry a 
.22- or .25-caliber pistol when making a quick run to a corner 
drugstore. In some circumstances you might prefer to carry 


both, using the smaller gun in the same way a cop does, as a 
hideout, and a backup. 

Although the double-action revolver is limited by the few 
rounds you can load into it, it has the advantage that you 
don’t have to worry about jacking a shell into the chamber or 
checking the safety. A revolver is much less likely to be fired 
accidentally than a semiautomatic pistol with a round in the 
chamber, but a revolver can be picked up and fired immedi- 
ately by pulling the trigger through the double action. 
Therefore, you might want to keep a semiautomatic in the 
bedroom but a revolver in the kitchen or near the front door. 

The decision about what guns you own and how you 
expect to use them should be well thought out and should 
not only correspond with your life-style and personal prefer- 
ences but should be appropriate for the crime-threat situa- 
tion in the areas where you live, work, and travel. Your deci- 
sion should also take into account whether you have small 
children around the house. 


SELF-DEFENSE IS A FAMILY AFFAIR 


The pioneers hung their rifles above the door or over the 
mantle, loaded and ready to fire for good reasons. The 
firearms were high enough so that small children couldn't 
reach them, and they were close enough at hand so that any 
adult-sized member of the family could grab them and fire 
should hostiles come bursting through the door. 

We hear a lot these days about 14-year-old criminals who 
kill for the fun and excitement of it. We don’t often hear about 
the 14-year-old young citizens who are properly trained to use 
firearms but who would never pick one up except to defend 
themselves or their families. 

Kevin Doles! was one of those 14-year-olds who grew up in 
a hurry one night when two men, one armed with a gun and 
one with a knife, broke into his parents’ home in San 
Francisco. The criminals ran into the parents’ bedroom. 
Kevin's father pulled his own pistol but was shot in the chest 
before he could fire. Kevin grabbed another family weapon 
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and ran up the stairs just in time to see his father fall. He 
opened fire and killed his father’s attacker. The other assailant 
fled. The father, though badly wounded, survived. 

Like Kevin Doles, every member of your family who has 
the maturity to be trusted with a firearm should be trained to 
use a weapon in the defense of the family and the home. 
Kevin's action is only one of many recent cases reported in 
the national press, and even portrayed on TV, in which chil- 
dren as young as the age of 10 have saved their parents’ lives 
by grabbing a family weapon and shooting an assailant intent 
on murder. 

Determining the maturity of a child is a parental responsi- 
bility. Both of my children began their firearms training 
before they were 10 and attended a hunter education course 
when they reached 12. Since that time, I have trusted them 
with guns as much as! trust myself and my wife. 

Every responsible and mature member of the family 
should be prepared to defend the family home. 


THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL 
BIT OF ADVICE IN THIS BOOK 


If you have a self-defense weapon, you want it ready to 
fire. If you wake up in the middle of the night to find criminals 
already in your house, you don’t want to look for a key to 
unlock the gun safe and then have to search for ammunition, 
or go running through your house to the room where you left 
your gun. You want the weapon in your hand and ready to fire 
with no more delay that what’s required to chamber a round 
and slip the safety off. 

My friends and I keep our guns with the magazines, but 
not the chambers, loaded. We spread them out in different 
rooms of our houses so that one is close at hand for every 
member of the family at all times of the day and night. 

This flies in the face of all the popular advice that guns are 
so dangerous that they should never be left lying around with 
the magazines loaded, that the guns and the ammo should be 
kept in separate places, and that children, even in their late 
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teens, should be given no access to guns except under very 
close adult supervision. 

Guns are dangerous, but not nearly as dangerous as the anti- 
gun nuts have tried to portray. Every year people do die from ter- 
rible accidents, and every year the news media carry stories of 
how some kid playing with a gun has killed his little sister. In 
1992, 1,400 Americans were accidentally killed by firearms. 
Almost twice that number of Americans choked to death on food 
they were eating or something else they put in their mouths. Yet 
no one is demanding laws that require that parents put food 
behind lock and key to protect their little ones. For the record, 
more than 12,000 Americans died falling down stairs, slipping in 
the bathroom, tumbling off their bikes, tripping over their shoe 
laces, falling off roofs while adjusting TV antennas, or taking 
some kind of other dive into eternity. 

It is safe to keep guns with the magazines loaded and 
ready to use around the house, provided certain rules are 
always followed, rules that are taught in every gun-safety 
class. All recommendations in this book are based upon the 
assumption that the reader and his children have been ade- 
quately trained and follow all the rules of safety taught in any 
good firearm-instruction course. 


TEACH YOUR CHILDREN THE SELF-DEFENSE ATTITUDE 


In the modern world, teaching children to be alert and on 
the lookout for criminals who may make them victims is just 
as important as it was for our great grandfathers to teach our 
grandfathers to look for bears and cougars in the woods and 
mad bulls in the farmyard. 

Children must be taught that a dangerous stranger is not 
always an ugly, angry man holding out a sticky piece of candy, 
but may be a handsome guy who looks like a school principal 
and who claims that Daddy sent him to pick them up at the 
bus stop. Talk to your kids about crime; tell them how it hap- 
pens and why they must take responsibility for their own 
lives. Let them listen to the news stories of kidnappings, mur- 
ders, and child rapes, then give them very specific advice 
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about how they can make sure that those things never hap- 
pen to them. Discuss specific incidents and what they should 
do if a stranger grabs them in a crowd, someone shows them 
a police badge and says they are arrested, they spot someone 
in a car following them as they walk down the street toward 
the school, or someone tells them their mama has been hurt 
and wants them at the hospital. Don’t just make sure they 
know their name, telephone number, and address; make sure 
that they know a family password that can be used in case 
Mama really does end up ina hospital and has to senda 
stranger to find her children. 


BASIC TRAINING BEFORE COMBAT 


Once you have decided that you are going to use firearms 
to defend yourself and your family against crime, you want to 
train and practice the use of the tools. Have your spouse, your 
children, and anyone else who lives in your household take 
the course along with you. Find an instructor who addresses 
the special problems of the use of a firearm in a self-defense 
situation. Make family retraining an annual affair. In between 
formal training sessions, get onto the firing range at least 
once a month and practice shooting every weapon that any 
family member might use in a self-defense situation. 

Make firearms a normal, acceptable part of your life. Just 
like the best way to prevent drownings in the family is to 
teach your children to swim at the earliest age possible, so 
the best way to prevent gun accidents in the home is to teach 
children the responsible use of firearms by putting a weapon 
in their hands while they are under the close supervision of a 
responsible, trained adult. 

One activity I advise anyone interested in self-defense to 
pursue is hunting. Nothing provides familiarity with firearms 
like carrying a dangerous weapon for hours at a time as one 
hunts for meat for the table. | don’t consider hunting a sport, 
any more than [ consider ranching, farming, or self-defense a 
sport. It’s a life-support activity that puts meat on the table 
and provides joy to the soul. 


CHOOSE YOUR WEAPONS 


If you don’t already hunt, make it a family activity. My wife, 
who didn’t want anything to do with guns when we first mar- 
ried, went hunting with me the first four times without a 
weapon. She went because she wanted to be with me and was 
worried about me being out in the woods by myself. The third 
time a deer walked up to where she was standing when | left 
her alone for a few moments, she decided she wanted to carry 
a gun too. The next hunting season, she harvested her first 
deer. Now, several years later, she, our son and daughter, and 
Lall hunt together. 

We are also prepared to defend our home and ourselves as 
ateam effort with each one of us trained and mentally pre- 
pared to use a firearm in self-defense. 


A WEAPON NOT IN YOUR HAND IS NO WEAPON AT ALL 


A$120 .22 automatic dropped into your pocket provides 
better self-defense than a $600 9mm semiautomatic with an 
18-round magazine that you left at home because it was too 
heavy to carry on a two-block trip to the drugstore. 

In most jurisdictions in this country, law enforcement offi- 
cers are permitted to carry their weapons when they are off 
duty. Most of them do. They claim to do that so they can 
respond if they witness a crime in progress while off duty, but 
they really do it for their own protection. No cop wants to face 
acriminal without his gun. 

Carrying a weapon should become as second nature to 
you as buckling your seat belt. There are no such things as 
crime-free areas. Crime can happen at any time and place, 
and if a criminal is stalking you, he will pick the place where 
you are least likely to be carrying a weapon. 

If you are truly committed to the idea that you won’t 
become a helpless victim of crime, you will have a gun near 
your side 24 hours a day. The higher the crime rate in the area 
where you live and work, the more important this advice is. 
But there are enough nuts wandering the streets of America 
that someone could try to kill you tomorrow no matter where 
you live and work. 
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In just about every mass-murder case—the nurses that 
Richard Speck cut down ina single night of horror in Chicago, 
an office full of lawyers shot by the angry loser of a child-sup- 
port case, a half-dozen different post-office murder cases, every 
woman killed by a stalker, and on through a list that adds hun- 
dreds of new names every year—most of the dead would still be 
living if they had owned a firearm that was close at hand when 
the carnage began. 


GUNS AT HOME 


It is legal to have a weapon in your own home in almost 
every state. Criminals know this, and that is why few criminals 
will ever enter a home while the occupants are there and like- 
ly to be awake. When criminals do attack someone in his or 
her own house, they usually do so only after they have cased 
the house and have good reason to expect that the occupant 
either does not own weapons or does not keep them handy. 

Criminals who deliberately enter a home while the occu- 
pants are at home are the most dangerous. Almost always, 
they enter the home with the intent of killing, raping, or 
maiming. Often, these murderers know or may even be close- 
ly related to the intended victim. 

When an extremely violent criminal breaks into your 


’ house while you are there, you will probably have only sec- 


onds in which to grab a firearm and defend your life. If you 
can’t put your hands on the gun before the violent felon puts 
his hand on you, he will kill you or injure you. 

For that reason, you should have firearms for every member 
of the family who has been properly trained to use them and 
who is old enough to exercise sound judgment in a life-or-death 
situation. The firearms should not all be stashed in the same 
place, but should be safely stored at various locations around 
the house so that any family member can grab a gun within only 
a few steps. If you are a woman cooking in the kitchen, and a 
rapist walks through the front door, you want a gun inthe 
kitchen where you can grab it without having to fight your way 
past the criminal so you can run upstairs and find the gun. 


CHOOSE YouR WEAPONS 


YOUR PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT 


It's surprising how many people who keep guns for self- 
protection at home never think about taking the same pre- 
cautions while they are at work, even when they are the own- 
ers of the business or a supervisor who could make such a 
policy decision. In almost all states, you have the same legal 
right to keep weapons in any business you own or manage as 
you do to keep them at home. You can display them, or you 
can hide them in a drawer close at hand. In many states, you 
can carry them concealed under your clothing, even if you 
don’t have a concealed-weapon permit. 

If you don’t think you should keep a gun at work, read the 
papers! Homicides have become one of the major causes of 
death in the workplace. While many of the homicides occur 
among people who serve the public in high-risk businesses 
such as taxi drivers and cashiers in convenience stores, liquor 
stores, and fast-food outlets, a growing number of people are 
killed while working in ordinary offices and workplaces. 

Many writers who support the principle of the right to 
armed self-defense have pointed out that the laws in Texas 
made it impossible for the victims of the shooting in Killeen, 
Texas, to have been carrying firearms while they were eating 
in Luby’'s Cafeteria. 

What those writers ought to spend more time pointing out 
is that while the customers in Texas couldn't legally carry a 
weapon into the restaurant, the owner of the restaurant or the 
manager could have been legally armed. I wonder how many 
owners of Texas restaurants have instituted a policy of keep- 
ing weapons within the reach of trusted employees since the 
massacre. | would bet very few. That’s why we will keep read- 
ing headlines about more madmen killing a building full of 
people without a single shot fired in self-defense. 

Of course, if you are an employee, you have to do what the 
boss requires. But have you checked out what the company 
rules really are? If they don’t specifically prohibit you from 
keeping a gun in your desk while you are at work, and if there 
is no state law that prohibits you from taking a gun into your 
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place of employment, isn’t it time you prepared yourself to 
deal with the next disgruntled co-worker who decides that 
because he didn’t get a raise, you and the boss should die? 

If your company prohibits the possession of weapons 
while you are at work, then your company has an obligation 
to provide armed security guards who will defend you. If you 
are helpless while at work, you and your fellow workers 
should take up the issue with the boss any time you discuss 
wages, benefits, or safety in the workplace. 


ON THE ROAD 


In my state, people with carrying permits can carry guns 
anywhere they care to in their cars. People who don’t have a 
carrying permit can still carry guns in a car, provided the guns 
are either in full view, or are locked in a case or packed in the 
trunk. With the exploding number of car hijackings in this 
country, every citizen on the road ought to havea legal 
weapon within reach at all times. 


IN PUBLIC PLACES 


Once you have a permit to carry a concealed weapon, you 
should carry it every time you leave the house for any reason. 
The only time you shouldn’t carry your weapon is when you 
enter an area where weapons are legally forbidden—the 
departure area of an airport, a federal courthouse, or some 
public buildings. 

There are a number of states that tightly control con- 
cealed-weapon permits but allow unrestricted carry of 
weapons in open view. Although you might not choose to 
avail yourself of that privilege as you move about the city in 
the low-crime areas or go about your daily business, there 
are a number of circumstances in which carrying a legal 
weapon in full view does make a lot of sense. This would 
include such events asa necessary trip into the inner city 
where crime is rampant, the need to use an ATM at night, 
while you are camping in a remote area, almost any time 


CHOOSE YOUR WEAPONS 


you go hiking along rural trails, or any time you find your- 
self in an area of public unrest. 

Carrying a weapon on every occasion in which you can legal- 
ly carry one is a like wearing a seat belt in you car. The more 
often you do it, the more natural it becomes, until you eventual- 
ly reach a point where you feel extremely uncomfortable if you 
don’t buckle up, or in the case of your weapon, buckle on. 


IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE 


You want people to know you are armed and dangerous. 
Criminals often collect information on people they intend to 
target for crime. The more people who know that you are pre- 
pared to use a firearm to defend yourself, your home, and 
your family, the greater the chance that the criminal will learn 
that you are armed and dangerous. It should be one of those 
things that you mention in casual conversations, as though 
you assume that ever sensible person does the same thing. 
What we need in this country are more respected, successful, 
level-headed citizens who consider carrying a firearm for self- 
protection as common and necessary as smoke detectors. 

Letting people know that you believe in the right of self- 
defense and that you are prepared to defend yourself with the 
best possible weapon will not only serve notice on the poten- 
tial criminal, it also helps educate neighbors, friends, and 
others who have been exposed to the outrageous antigun 
diatribes on TV and in the print media. 


NOTES 
1. While the cases described in this book are taken from 


real-life incidents, the names have been changed to keep 
the author safe from libel and invasion of privacy suits. 
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an avoid it. Once the shooting starts, your chances 
of being killed or injured are extremely high. If you 
survive, you'll still have a set of legal problems no one wants. 
If you kill someone, no matter how much justification you 
had, you are going to have to hire a lawyer, and you may find 
yourself charged with murder or manslaughter. Therefore, you 
want to do everything a rational person can do to avoid ever 
giving the criminal a chance to target you or your family as a 
victim. You prepare to defend yourself with the expectation 
that by being prepared, you lessen the chance you will ever 
actually have to use your weapon. 
A successful self-defense strategy consists of seven differ- 
ent types of responses: 


Y= don’t want to ever engage in armed combat if you 
ro 


alert behavior 
avoidance 

call for help 
warning 

weapon display 
weapon deployment 
combat 


These are not progressive steps that you take ina one, 
two, three order. Rather, they are specific responses designed 


to deal with specific situations. They do represent, however, 
an escalating level of violent response. If you fail to take the 
least dangerous option when it is appropriate, the risks 
increase that you will suddenly have to resort to a more dan- 
gerous response. 


ALERT BEHAVIOR 


Shortly after my wife started hunting with me, we were 
walking together along the top of a pine-covered ridge look- 
ing for grouse. It was one of those brisk fall days with a light 
breeze blowing and just a touch of the coming winter in the 
air. The sun was sinking into what would be a spectacular sun- 
set. We had spotted an owl, several squirrels, one small doe, 
and two grouse that had taken to the air too fast for either of 
us to get a shot. 

Neither of us had said anything to each other for several 
minutes when she turned to me and said, “You enjoy the for- 
est so much more when you walk through it fully alert to 
everything around you.” 

She described in a single sentence the difference between 
the hunter and the typical self-proclaimed nature lovers who 
hike through the woods singing loud songs and joking with 
each other about some TV show or what the evening's enter- 
tainment will be. 

Watch how most people walk along a city street, a glassy 
look in their eyes while they worry about their jobs, dream 
about last night’s date, or jiggle their shoulders to the tune 
blasting through their earphones. 

The first thing you must learn to do if you are going to 
defend yourself successfully is to stay alert wherever you are. 
You have to watch people, look for the unusual event, know 
what is happening around you. The real world includes some 
very dangerous people. The sooner you identify them, the 
less likely they will alter your piece of the real world. Stroll 
down a street like a good cop on patrol, constantly alert, 
watching and listening, putting all your senses to work, keep- 
ing your brain in gear. 
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Like my wife, you'll learn that being alert to the world 
about you, regardless of where you are, makes the world a 
much more enjoyable place. 

It will also make it a safer place because you will spot the 
danger before it gets to you, whether it’s a driver who's lost 
control of his car, a cracked piece of sidewalk that might trip 
you, acan of garbage falling off a window sill, ora mugger 
tracking your movements from across the street and waiting 
for you to reach a spot where he can move in for the kill. 

Recognizing a dangerous situation before it develops isa 
habit that you must study and practice. There are numerous 
books and even a few videos that describe specific kinds of 
situations you might encounter on the street that could sig- 
nal a potential criminal attack. Search out such sources and 
put the suggestions they offer into your own bag of tricks. 

Often, simply recognizing the danger is all that you must 
do to avoid the attack. Criminals are cowards. They want vic- 
tims they can surprise. Take the element of surprise away and 
they will go looking elsewhere for their victims. 


AVOIDANCE 


You avoid the criminal in three different ways. First, stay 
out of the territory he controls. Second, when you see him 
coming your way, get out of his way. Third, when you are on 
territory you control, set up defenses that will prevent or dis- 
courage him from entering. 

There is no shame in escaping a potential crime by retreat- 
ing, especially if you report the incident to the police and 
work with them to catch the criminal who threatened you. 
There is no shame in deliberately avoiding areas where crimi- 
nals are known to hang out, especially if you have no good 
reason to enter the area. There is no shame if you spot a sus- 
picious situation and you cross the street or even turn around 
and go back another way. There is certainly no shame in lock- 
ing your doors, lighting your house at night, or calling for 
police protection when it appears that a criminal attack may 
be about to happen. 


DEVELOPING SELF-DEFENSE STRATEGY 


Home is the ultimate retreat, the place where you have the 
most right to be, the place from which there should be no 
retreat. There are many different things you can do to keep 
the criminal from ever entering your home, including 
installing adequate locks, lighting, and security systems, or 
buying a watchdog. 

Although it’s beyond the scope of this book to explain the 
many options of home and office security, if you must choose 
between an expensive security system or adequate firepower, 
choose the latter. Any clever criminal can defeat a security or 
alarm system. If he gets through your alarm system, your final 
line of defense will be your weapons, and your life will 
depend on your skill in using them. 


Don’t Go Looking for Trouble 

Outside the home, avoidance is more a matter of good 
judgment than equipment. Only a fool would drive into a part 
of town known for drive-by shootings unless he or she cannot 
avoid it. If you are unfortunate enough to live in that part of 
town, you can still exercise good judgment by staying off the 
streets during those hours when drive-bys are most likely to 
occur. Common rules for avoiding situations where crimes 
are likely to occur include the following precautions: 


1. Always lock your car. Keep your car doors locked and your 
windows up when driving through city streets. Lock up 
and take your keys with you when you leave the car. 

2. Don’t be a Good Samaritan to strangers. If you see 
someone in distress along the highway, find a phone 
and call the cops. Let them provide assistance. 

Take special care whenever a stranger approaches you 
in a public place, especially if no one else is nearby. If 
someone asks the time, give them an estimate, or tell 
them your watch is broken. Muggers often use the ploy 
of asking the time to put a target in a more vulnerable 
position. As soon as you look at your watch, you stop 
looking at them. 

Don’t give anything to a stranger on a city street, no 
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matter how poor and miserable he looks or how harm- 
less. Don’t give coins, matches, a light—give nothing. 
The instant you put your hand in your pocket to graba 
coin, you've just tied up half of your defense system. 

Do be polite and nonthreatening when refusing to 
help. Look the stranger straight in the face, smile, and 
walk on by. Don’t ever insult the person trying to beg and 
don’t make any suggestions about what he might do to 
put his life back on the right track. 

3. Don’t mess in other people’s business. Don’t break up 
fights between strangers. Don’t confront strangers 
because they are dumping trash, spray painting walls, or 
shouting obscenities. If you see a crime, be a good wit- 
ness who calls the cops to report the crime, not Sir 
Galahad who rushes in where angels fear to tread. 

4. Choose your parking place carefully, giving considera- 
tion to what the time and lighting conditions will be 
when you return to pick up your car. 

5. Watch for people who are watching you. Criminals look 
for people who are daydreaming. They avoid people who 
look like they are in charge of their lives. 

6. Onthe highway, keep track of the cars around you. 
Watch for behavior that doesn’t fit the usual pattern— 
the same car in the mirror after you've taken three turns 
or someone crowding you from behind. 

7. Avoid patterns that put you in the same place at the 
same time every day. Make variation a habit. Take a dif- 
ferent route to work and vary times of travel. 


All rules have exceptions. But when you must make the 
exception, understand that you are doing something that 
is extremely risky and you must be prepared to deal with 
the danger. 


Don’t Let Fear of Crime Ruin Your Life or Spoil Your Fun 
A good self-defense attitude requires that you balance a 
judicious avoidance of the worst dangers while tolerating 
some danger as a price of living a full, adventurous, happy 


DEVELOPING SELF-DEFENSE STRATEGY 


life. If you do nothing but hide from thugs, you give them the 
streets as well as control of your life. You want to choose your 
battlegrounds where you will have the best chance of surviv- 
ing, but you must be willing to fight the battles at some point. 
No one can tell you exactly where to draw the line between 
avoiding danger and risking danger so that you can get the 
most out of life. You must make that decision. 

Life is always risky, but the intelligent man or woman tries 
to minimize risk while maximizing experience and income 
opportunity. While you wouldn't drive into a part of town 
where street gangs are waging turf wars just so you can 
admire their colored bandannas, you would go there to deliv- 
er a truckload of grocery supplies. A woman who chooses to 
work overtime may find that she must return to her car parked 
in a dark garage after the other drivers have gone home. The 
extra income may be incentive enough to take the risk. 

The point is, you must be aware that when you make such 
decisions, you decide to increase the risk that you will 
become the target of a crime. Therefore, you must increase 
your preparation for dealing with a criminal attack should it 
occur. 

The woman who has to walk into a garage after dark packs 
her pistol in a ready-to-use position, perhaps tucked into a 
belt or carried in an open purse. 


CALLING FOR HELP 


Never face a criminal by yourself if you can possibly 
avoid it. Criminals attack in packs any time they can. You 
should be just as anxious to find help and backup. In every 
situation in which you face the possibility of an immediate 
criminal attack, you should call for police assistance if at 
all possible. You will still have to defend yourself until the 
police arrive, but you will have the advantage of time being 
on your side. 

If you have reason to believe that the police are on the 
way, you must limit your defense activity to defending 
yourself and your loved ones from attack until the police 
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arrive. Once you are armed and have taken cover, there is 
little chance that a criminal will attempt to attack you. 

Say you wake up in the night and hear noises that con- 
vince you that a criminal has entered your house. You make 
sure that your family members are awake, aware, and safe, 
and you make enough noise to let the criminals know that 
you and your family members are alert. If your house plan 
allows it, gather everyone in the same room where you all 
take cover, holding your weapons at the ready in case the 
criminal attempts to attack through the locked door behind 
which you have retreated. 

At this point you are in the maximum position of safety. 
The criminal must take a considerable risk to attack you. 
Don’t give up that advantage by attempting to search the 
house to look for the criminal. If you do that, chances are that 
you will stumble into an ambush the criminal has set up. 
Instead, call the police, using a phone in the room where you 
have set up your defense perimeter. 

Once you have called the police and reported a criminal in 
your residence, don’t leave your position until the police 
arrive and have identified themselves. Don’t walk around your 
residence carrying your firearm in your hand, even if you think 
the criminal has run away. When the police arrive, they will 
assume that anyone they see carrying a weapon on the 
premises is the criminal. There have been numerous 
tragedies in which police officers have shot home owners who 
didn’t follow this rule. 
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he’s not attacking you. Let the police chase after crimi- 

nals who have hurt other people and even criminals 
who may have hurt you but got away afterward. Your goal 
should be to stop the crime before it happens, or as it is hap- 
pening, but before you get hurt. 

The best way to do that is to convince the criminal he is 
getting into a dangerous situation that he wants to avoid. The 
sooner that you can convince the criminal to retreat, the bet- 
ter off you will be in terms of personal safety, possible legal 
recriminations, and even the possibility that the criminal or 
his friends might try for some kind of revenge. 


[ not your job to entrap a criminal or capture him if 


THE WARNING 


You hear a noise in your house at night, you spot some- 
one following you on a dark street, you see someone cas- 
ing you as you sit in a bar or a restaurant, or a person act- 
ing suspiciously enters your place of business. You suspect 
that someone is about to commit a crime with you as the 
victim. You want to warn the potential criminal that you are 
aware that he is there, that you are concerned about what 
he might do, and that you are prepared to deal with any 
threat he may present. Such a warning may, and indeed will 
most often, be a visual rather than a vocal warning. You do 


something that lets the criminal know you are prepared to 
defend yourself. 

One way to give a warning is to take deliberate avoidance 
action. Suppose you are walking down a city street and you 
see two guys standing on the sidewalk where a truck is parked 
next to the curb. The two split up—one of them stands by the 
truck, and the other one leans against the building. If you 
continue on your course, you will have to walk between the 
two men in what can be called a canyon ambush. If they mean 
to do you harm, you'll be in the worst possible position when 
they attack you, and the concealed weapon you carry will do 
you about as much good as General Custer’s six-shooter did 
him at the Little Big Horn. 

Instead, you look back over your shoulder to make sure a 
third guy is not following closely behind you, then you turn 
and cross the street to the other side. 

You have avoided a dangerous situation and given a warn- 
ing at the same time. If the two men were planning a mug- 
ging, they know you have spotted the danger. That is usually 
all it takes to warn them off. 

You are giving a warning when you turn on the lights at 
night when you hear a noise in the house, when you turn and 
watch the person approaching you on the city street long 
enough to let him know you are aware of his presence, or 
when you fix your attention on the person who wanders into 
the convenience store late at night and who doesn’t seem to 
be sure what he wants to buy. 

You might also give a verbal warning or request that the 
person not come any closer. You must not be concerned 
about making a fool of yourself. Calling out in the middle 
of the night and waking up your whole family to find that a 
cat made the noise is good training for the time when 
something much more dangerous than a cat makes noise 
in the night. 

In any situation on the street, in your home, or in your 
place of business, you can always make a verbal warning to 
let a suspicious person know you are concerned about his 
behavior. If you make a verbal warning, the first words 
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should be as nonthreatening as possible: “Is there a prob- 
lem?” “Can I help you?” “Do you want something?” 

If you don’t receive a response or an explanation that sat- 
isfies you, you give a more direct, more threatening warning, 
such as “Please don’t come any closer!” “This is private prop- 
erty, please leave!” Or, “Please don’t do that!” 

While making the warning, conduct a full evaluation of the 
threat. If you are looking at a suspicious person, you want to 
make a careful observation of his physical appearance, men- 
tally noting what you see so you will remember every detail. 
Focus on identifying marks, the kinds of clothing he is wear- 
ing, his approximate height and weight, and other physical 
characteristics that will allow the police to catch him and will 
ensure that you can identify him ina police lineup should it 
turn out that he is a criminal. 

In the home, especially at night, this is the time to make 
sure the intruder is not your husband coming home froma 
poker party, one of your children sleepwalking, or your broth- 
er-in-law sneaking in to sleep on your couch after his wife 
tossed him out of the house. 

Demand to know who is there in a loud, controlled voice. 
A call demanding identification alerts the friendlies to a dan- 
gerous situation and warns an intruder. 

A verbal warning can, and in some circumstances should, 
include a statement that you are armed. However, be alert to 
situations in which it might not be to your advantage to alert an 
attacker that you are carrying a concealed weapon. Say, for 
example, you're waiting for a bus and you see the ex-husband 
of your current girlfriend get out of his parked car and start 
walking toward you. If you shout out that you are armed, he may 
turn around, walk back to the car, and pull out his shotgun. 


DISPLAYING A WEAPON 


There is a man on death row in my state who killed two 
people in a public campground for the pure fun of it. This 
happened back in the days before the state legislature made 
it legal for any law-abiding citizen to carry a concealed 
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weapon. That made it easy for criminals. If a criminal didn’t 
see a weapon, he knew the potential victim was unarmed, and 
that’s exactly what happened that day. 

The killer was cruising for a victim. A later police investiga- 
tion discovered that he had made one prior stop at another 
campsite. There were two campers in that first site, just like 
there were at the victims’ site. The killer stopped and talked 
with the two men at the first site, presenting himself as a 
friendly fellow out to meet a few fellow campers. 

So why did he pass the first campsite by? One of the 
campers at the first site was wearing a .357 revolver on his 
hip. He later told police that he always wore a pistol when in 
the woods. 

When the two campers in the first campsite waved good- 
bye to their friendly visitor, neither one of them had any idea 
that they were still living because one of them had displayed 
a firearm. 

The sooner you display a weapon when it’s appropriate in 
an apparently dangerous situation, the greater the chance the 
situation will not develop into an attempted crime. In most 
cases, you'll probably never know that the display was what 
saved you from injury or death. 


A Display Should Not Be a Threat 

The reason most of us prefer to carry a concealed weapon 
rather than something worn in a hip holster is that we know 
that weapons on display make people nervous. Display it in 
the wrong way or at the wrong time and it becomes a threat. If 
you are going to meet with your insurance agent to argue 
about a claim he’s disallowed, you don’t walk into his office 
wearing a .45 strapped to your hip, even if carrying openly dis- 
played weapons is legal in your state. 

“It is unlawful to exhibit any firearm in a rude, angry, or 
threatening manner in the presence of one or more persons.” 
That's the law in my state. This doesn’t mean you should 
never display a weapon as a threat, but you only want to do 
that when you have a very good reason to believe that the 
suspicious person does indeed mean you harm. 
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Because of the laws prohibiting the use of a weapon to 
threaten another person, displaying a weapon is some- 
thing that is best done before any confrontation begins. If 
you know your half-crazy neighbor is coming over to com- 
plain about your teenage son’s loud radio and you are 
wearing a sidearm in full view when you answer the door, 
he will have no legal complaint, even though the sight of 
your weapon will make him more careful in the choice of 
his words. However, if you invite him in for a friendly cup of 
coffee, then get up and go put your gun on when he starts 
talking about the loud music, you risk being charged with 
using a gun as a threatening gesture. 

Deciding when it’s best to display a weapon and when it’s 
best to keep it concealed is a judgment call. The time to dis- 
play a weapon includes situations ranging from someone 
walking alone through bear country to the guy driving through 
an area where several recent carjackings have happened who 
puts his weapon on the dashboard in front of him. 

The initial display should always be nonhostile. You carry 
the weapon in a way that permits you to use it with minimum 
delay, but you don’t point it at anyone or do anything that 
suggests you are threatening to use it. 

If you are holding a handgun, keep it pointed at the 
ground; if you have a rifle or shotgun, leave it slung over your 
shoulder. If you are wearing a handgun in full view, you don’t 
reach for it when you see a suspicious character approaching 
you out of a crowd, but you might shift your position so that 
he can see it. If you are wearing it concealed, you pull back 
your coat or lift up your shirt using your hands in such a way 
that makes it clear that you are not trying to draw the 
weapon—at least not yet. If you are at work at your desk, you 
take the weapon out before the customer you think may be 
dangerous enters your office and lay it on the top of the desk 
with the muzzle pointed to the side, not toward the suspected 
danger. If you are a merchant you take the weapon out from 
under the counter and lay it beside the cash register while the 
guy you think may be intent on shoplifting is looking in 
another direction. You don’t want to show him the gun, you 
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want the suspicious person to discover on his own that you 
have a gun. 

If you have reason to engage in some activity that has an 
inherently high risk, you should display your weapon before 
there is any threat of immediate danger. 

One such situation might be having to change atireona 
dark city street in a high-crime area or ona lonely highway. 
Wearing your weapon in full view on your hip not only makes 
it easy to get to it, it will also discourage anybody who comes 
along from thinking you might be an easy mark. 

Many people will be hesitant to display a weapon in what are 
usually nonthreatening, everyday circumstances. Some years 
ago the press criticized a Supreme Court Chief Justice when he 
answered the door late at night with a pistol in his hand. In fact, 
the justice did exactly what every sensible person should do 
when he or she answers the door not knowing who is there. It 
may look like a magazine salesman or two Mormon missionaries 
through the peep hole or the front window, but if you don’t know 
them, why take a chance on being unprepared. 

You should never permit any stranger to walk into your 
home without making a nonthreatening weapon display, no 
matter what kind of excuse he or she gives you for wanting to 
enter your house. You don’t have to be wearing it or even carry- 
ing it, but the weapon should be in plain sight and positioned 
so that you are much closer to it than the unexpected visitor. 
This rule includes even people you can identify but don’t know 
well, especially if they arrive at your door with no good reason 
to be there. A surprising number of women have been raped by 
neighbors living down the street. You don’t want to become 
the first victim of a neighborhood kid going bad. 

Because it is a good defense measure to display a weapon 
any time a stranger enters your house, you should keep one 
of the family weapons stashed near the front door. You want it 
high enough to keep it out of children’s hands, but it should 
be handy enough for you to grab and stick in your belt or set 
on a table near your hand when some unexpected visitor asks 
to use the phone, tries to sell you magazine subscriptions, or 
offers to check your furnace. 
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If you are too embarrassed to display a weapon when 
someone comes knocking at the door, then carry it concealed. 
In most states, you don’t need a permit to carry a concealed 
weapon in your own home or on your own property. 

As the previously mentioned Florida State University 
study discovered, displaying a weapon is almost always the 
only thing most people do to stop a crime. Nothing stops 
crime quicker than an armed and dangerous potential victim. 

Twice in recent months, I’ve confronted people on a pri- 
vate road that serves my property and a neighbor's property. 
In each case, before | left the safety of my house I strapped on 
my pistol, chambered a round, flicked the safety on, and then 
wore the pistol in full view. In both cases, the intruders turned 
out to have innocent reasons to be where they were. In both 
cases, the pistol made them nervous enough that they talked 
fast, furiously, and very politely trying to convince me they 
were up to no harm. 

There was no reason for me to offer any apologies for the 
gun on my hip. I had broken no laws, but I'd be willing to bet 
each of those people told several other people that I was 
armed and dangerous and that anyone had better be careful 
approaching my home, especially after dark. That's a reputa- 
tion I want to have. 

Tom Howard was clerking in a liquor store in Colorado. 
The only customer was a massive hunk of man who 
weighed at least 300 pounds, mostly muscle and bone. The 
customer pulled a bottle of expensive French wine off the 
shelve and walked to the cash register. He reached back 
like he was going to get his wallet, but instead pulled out a 
wicked-looking hunting knife. Then he saw the 9mm Taurus 
semiautomatic that Tom had already laid on the counter. 
Although Tom hadn't touched the gun since laying it down 
while the thug was choosing his wine, the thug immediate- 
ly put the knife back in its sheath and insisted in a loud 
voice he was only fooling. He put the wine bottle carefully 
on the counter, turned and walked out of the store and dis- 
appeared into the night. 

Sandra Darymple worked late several evenings every 
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month. Because she recognized a potentially dangerous situ- 
ation, she always took her Lady Smith out of her purse and 
stuck it into her belt while she was riding down the elevator 
to the garage. With her keys in her left hand and her right 
hand hanging close to her pistol, she stepped out of the ele- 
vator, looked around to check things out, then walked directly 
to where she had parked her car. One evening, as she walked 
across the garage, she spotted three men standing in the 
shadows about 20 feet from her car. She stopped about 30 
feet away and took a good look at each of the men as one of 
them took about four steps toward her, a grin on his face. She 
announced in a loud voice, “Please don’t come any closer.” 

“Hey, lady, don’t get shook. We need some help. Our car won't 
Start. Can you give one of us a ride to the nearest bus stop?” 

As the guy made his request, the other two men spread 
apart a bit, one of them moving closer to her car, the second 
man positioning himself where he could cut off her retreat 
back to the elevator. 

“I'll call the police as soon as I finda phone and ask them 
to come help you,” she said, keeping her voice as matter-of- 
fact as she could. 

“Why bother them? I only want a ride fora couple of 
blocks.” As he said it, the man took two steps closer. That 
brought him close enough that he could see the gun stuck 
into her belt and her hand only inches from the grip. 

“Don’t come any closer,” she commanded. 

“Fuck you, bitch!” the guy spit out, as he turned and 
walked back toward his friends. 

Keeping her eyes on them, Sandra walked to her car, 
unlocked the door and slid in behind the wheel. As she did 
so, she pulled the revolver out from her belt and placed it on 
the dashboard. She started the car and drove away, watching 
through the rearview mirror as one of the men flipped her the 
finger while the other two bounced their hips as if they were 
engaged in sexual intercourse. 

Out of the garage, Sandra drove to the first well-lighted 
service station that had a phone booth and called the police. 
She gave them a full description of the incident, the three 
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men, and the car they had been standing by. She did not men- 
tion her weapon display, although she was ready to answer 
honestly any question if the police asked her if she had been 
carrying a weapon. 

The same kind of thing happens hundreds of times every 
day across the country. Honest, law-abiding citizens face 
criminals who walk away because they saw a gun that con- 
vinced them that they didn’t want to risk their lives. 


FIGHT OR FLIGHT 


The best way to end a criminal confrontation is to scare 
the criminal into leaving the scene before any crime has been 
committed. The second best way to enda dangerous situa- 
tion is for you to leave the scene and seek safer surroundings, 
provided you can do so without increasing your risks. If you 
can't scare the criminal away, but you can get away, do so. 

Unless you are in a situation where flight is no option for 
you, once you have displayed a weapon, if the suspicious 
character does not either justify his presence or move away 
from the scene, you should move out of the immediate dan- 
ger zone as quickly as possible, then call for police help. 

Most criminals intent on committing a crime will leave the 
scene as soon as they know they face someone who is armed 
for defense. Let them go, especially if you are only suspicious 
that they may be up to something. Make sure you have a good 
description to give to the police. If you think your suspicions 
are well founded, you should report the incident to the 
police. There is always a chance that your suspect committed 
a crime somewhere else or will commit one in the near future. 

Let’s examine a case study where someone didn't follow 
such good advice. 

Jake Trent' was a Vietnam helicopter pilot who had once 
fought his way out froma crash landing behind enemy lines. 
Back in Northern California, he spent his savings and muster- 
ing-out pay to build a dream house in the woods several miles 
from the nearest main road. Anxious to take up his new life- 
Style, he moved into the new house before the construction was 
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finished. The second night, loud, boisterous human sounds 
woke him from a sound sleep. Sure that someone was in his 
house, he grabbed his handy semiautomatic pistol and slipped 
out of the house via a back exit. He snuck around to the front of 
the house in the dark and discovered a van parked in his drive- 
way with the back end up against the open garage door. 

Positive that someone was robbing him, Jake posi- 
tioned himself in front of the van, pointed his weapon at 
the open garage, and demanded in a loud voice that who- 
ever was inside come out with their hands up. Four people, 
two men and two women, came running out from the 
garage and piled into the van. One of them started up the 
van, turned on the lights, and saw Jake standing there with 
the gun pointed at the van’s windshield. He popped the 
shift lever into gear, put the pedal to the medal and delib- 
erately tried to run Jake down. Jake jumped to the side, 
rolled out of the way, and then came up shooting. He put 
four rounds into the fleeing van. 

Jake, figuring he had just safely defended his new home 
from burglars, went back to bed. An hour later, several police 
cars pulled up and Jake was arrested on felony charges for 
attempted murder, illegal discharge of a firearm, and a few 
other things. 

The people in the van had driven straight from Jake’s 
house to the nearest police station where they reported that 
some crazy guy had tried to kill them. Under the law, they 
didn’t have to prove they were innocent, but the bullet holes 
in the van and the gun in his bedroom proved Jake had fired 
the shots. 

What Jake did that night made a lot of sense for someone 
behind enemy lines with a legal right to kill almost anything 
that moved. But in California, where all the laws protect the 
guilty, Jake made just about every mistake in the book. 

First, when he woke up, he made no attempt to warn the 
intruders he was there; instead he kept his presence a secret. 
Second, he made no attempt to identify who they were and 
whether or not they had a legitimate reason to be there. 
Third, he failed to learn as much as possible about the intrud- 
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ers as he could. (He didn’t even take the van’s license num- 
ber.) Fourth, he pointed a weapon before he was under any 
direct threat. Fifth, he tried to take prisoners instead of fright- 
ening the suspects into leaving. Sixth, he blocked off the line 
of retreat instead of giving them a chance to escape. Seventh, 
he opened fire at someone in flight without verifying that any 
felony crime had been committed. Eighth, he didn’t immedi- 
ately report the incident to the police so they could get his 
side of the story first. 

The two men in the van were two construction workers 
who had helped build the house but didn’t know that Jake had 
already moved in. They had met a couple of girls in a bar, 
bragged about a fancy place in the deep woods, and talked 
the girls to going out to look the place over, hoping that they 
could split up into separate rooms once they were inside 
what they thought was a still-empty house. If Jake had fol- 
lowed the law, the intruders may well have been charged with 
a crime after Jake called the police. 

Jake's lawyer managed to get the case assigned toa judge 
who was sympathetic to Vietnam vets and plea-bargained a 
misdemeanor charge of reckless endangerment. It’s a good 
thing that Jake wasn’t as good a shot as he liked to brag he 
was. If a bullet he fired that night had hit one of the people in 
the van, Jake would have been almost certainly convicted of 
murder. In California that would have happened, even if the 
four people had admitted that they were trying to burglarize 
Jake’s new home. 

If you wake up and hear noises that sound like someone 
is trying to break into your house, do all the things recom- 
mended on previous pages: turn on the lights, locate all 
members of the family, and arm yourself with your pistol. If 
you look out the window and see someone running away, 
you watch as he jumps into a car and speeds off. You do 
not chase after him; you don’t even point your gun in his 
direction. You and your family are safe, and you don’t have 
to hire a lawyer to get yourself out of a jam. You call the 
police and give them descriptions of both the man and the 
car he was driving. 
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NOTES 


Again, the names and some of the circumstances in 
these case have been changed to protect both the inno- 
cent and the author's house. 
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eapon deployment means pointing a loaded, 

\ \ } ready-to-fire weapon at a human target. You are 

using a gun as a deadly weapon the moment you 
deliberately point it at another human being. 

The legal rule is that you don’t point a firearm at anyone 
unless you are convinced that he intends to seriously injure 
you or someone you have a legal right to defend, or you have 
very good reason to believe that he has just committed or is 
about to commit a violent felony. 

If you are not certain that such conditions exist when you 
point a weapon, you are placing yourself in grave legal jeop- 
ardy. If you cannot establish self-defense, you can be charged 
with a felony for doing nothing more than pointing a loaded 
firearm at another individual. 

Some legal experts suggest that you shouldn't point the 
weapon unless you have good legal cause to immediately fire 
with the intent to kill the criminal. But the reality in human 
experience is that most people who are armed will use their 
weapon to stop a crime in progress, even if the conditions 
that would justify shooting a person don't yet exist. 

James Cantor returned home in one of our southern 
States one night and found evidence as he stepped through 
the front door that someone had broken into his house. He 
pulled out his weapon and called out a loud warning, insist- 
ing that anyone in the house announce his presence. When 


James got no answer, he stepped back outside, slamming 
the door loudly. He took cover in his yard and waited, his 
weapon at the ready. A few minutes later, a man wearing a 
mask came out of the house carrying a bag of things he had 
stolen from James. James announced his presence, pointed 
his gun at the burglar, and demanded that the burglar sur- 
render. The burglar dropped the loot and put his hands up. 
James held the criminal at gunpoint until the police arrived. 
James had made a successful citizen’s arrest. The criminal is 
serving time, and James didn’t have to spend a dime on legal 
fees to defend himself. 

A review of the criminal case literature demonstrates that 
in most jurisdictions a person who uses a gun to capture a 
criminal who is committing a felony will not be prosecuted, 
provided he has a legal right to carry the weapon. 

From a legal point of view, when you point a weapon and 
demand that someone raise his hands, stop, or stand still, or 
you give them any other order, you have made a citizen's 
arrest. Although many jurisdictions allow for a citizen's arrest 
whenever someone observes the commission of a felony, or 
in order to prevent the escape of someone who has just com- 
mitted a felony, the person at whom you point a gun is enti- 
tled to sue you for false arrest if you can’t prove your action 
was justified. 

Point a gun when you shouldn't be pointing a gun and you 
can go to jail and lose your house and your bank account. 
Point your gun when you shouldn't point a gun and then acci- 
dentally touch the trigger with a bit too much pressure and 
you will be tried for homicide. You'll be lucky if you get off 
with manslaughter rather than second-degree murder. 

A review of the literature indicates that most law-abid- 
ing citizens who point a weapon at a suspected criminal 
have very good justification for doing so. Usually, it is the 
only way to stop a crime and prevent injury to innocent 
people. It often happens in a set of circumstances that 
require that the armed citizen immediately make a second 
decision, whether to demand that the criminal stop what 
he is doing or to shoot the criminal. The armed citizen may 
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have less than half a second to make that decision. In most 
cases, he must make the decision to shoot or not to shoot 
before he points the weapon. 


TO SHOOT, OR TO TAKE PRISONERS? 


You should only shoot when you or other innocents are in 
immediate jeopardy. You should only attempt to take a pris- 
oner when you can do so without risking your life or the life of 
another innocent person. That generally means that while the 
criminal is committing a crime, he doesn’t have a firearm in 
his hand and he is far enough away from you that you have 
time to react should he attack with a weapon less dangerous 
than a firearm. He could be pointing a knife at you from sever- 
al feet away and ordering you to give up your money, or he 
could be beating up or attempting to rape another person. It 
could also be a situation in which you decide to take the legal 
risks involved in stopping a felony crime, even though neither 
you nor anyone else is in immediate danger of death or injury. 
Frankly, just like James Cantor, most of us will attempt to stop 
the person trying to steal our jewelry. 

In such a situation, you point and speak some command 
like “Freeze!” “Stop!” “Don’t move!” or “Hands up!” The impor- 
tant thing is that you take complete charge of the situation, 
letting both the way you hold the gun and the tone of your 
voice tell the criminal in no uncertain terms that he isin 
deadly danger. 

When you point a gun at someone who is committing a 
violent, felony crime, you have specific objectives you hope 
to achieve. 

First, you want him to stop doing whatever he is doing— 
moving toward you with a knife, stealing your car, trying to 
tear the clothes off your wife, or carrying the contents of your 
cash register out the door. 

Second, you want to ensure he cannot turn the tables on 
you in any way that puts you in jeopardy. 

Third, you want to keep him subdued until you can sum- 
mon police help. 


WEAPON DEPLOYMENT 


The criminal has his own difficult decisions to make. He 
can do exactly what you tell him to do, which means he will 
be taken to jail, charged with a crime, and perhaps sent to 
prison. He can attack you, hoping you won’t shoot or that you 
won't shoot straight or that he can take your gun away from 
you before you can shoot. If he’s carrying his own firearm, he 
may try to take it out and use it. 

He can run away, hoping that you wouldn't shoot a fleeing 
man. He can try to talk you out of it, claiming that you made a 
mistake, playing on your sympathy with tales of his hungry, 
sick children, or by making threats about what will happen 
when he finally gets free again. 

If he’s a smart criminal, he’s going to know the legal dice 
are loaded in his favor. He will know that you can’t shoot him 
as long as he doesn’t represent a deadly threat to you. The 
longer he has to think about it, the more likely he’ll realize 
that all he has to do is run and that you legally can’t do much 
to stop him. 

Indeed, if the criminal does choose to run, in almost all 
cases, you must let him go. In many states the law gives you 
no other choice, even if he is taking some of your valuable 
property with him. 

Frankly, if | had good reason to believe the criminal had 
badly injured or murdered my wife or my child, | would blast 
him as he ran away. But that’s about the only circumstance 
where I would risk shooting at a fleeing individual. 

Arlene White, who lives in Tennessee, did shoot a criminal 
who was trying to get away. Arlene woke up one night when 
she heard screaming and sounds of a fight from the apart- 
ment above hers. She grabbed her revolver and stepped into 
the hall just as an intruder came charging down the steps 
from the floor above. She pointed the pistol, ordered him to 
stop, and when he kept coming down the stairs toward her, 
she fired, wounding him. The wounded intruder was arrested 
and charged with attempted rape. Arlene was not charged. 
Although the criminal was running away from the scene of the 
crime, he was running directly at Arlene when she fired. If the 
intruder had already passed Arlene's door when she stepped 
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out with her gun, she would have taken a much greater legal 
risk by firing her pistol. 


DON’T FIRE WARNING SHOTS AT A FLEEING CRIMINAL 


If you are not legally entitled to shoot at a fleeing criminal, 
you are not legally entitled to try to scare him with a warning 
shot. In most states, firing a shot toward any individual is 
attempted murder. The assumption is that it was not your 
intention to miss. You only fire a gun in a confrontation with a 
criminal when you have legal justification to shoot at him, 
and then you always shoot to kill. In a perverse kind of rea- 
soning, the fact that you fired a warning shot is proof you had 
no legal reason for firing at all. 

Even if it were legal, it wouldn’t be a good idea. Firing a 
warning shot can put innocent parties in jeopardy. Bullets 
can travel for more than a mile. They can go through walls, 
windows, and human bodies you won’t know are there 
until the police come to arrest you. Although most people 
know that firing a shot into the air is extremely dangerous, 
a shot fired down at the ground can be almost as danger- 
ous if it hits a hard surface at enough of an angle to rico- 
chet back into the air. 


TAKING A PRISONER 


Criminals spend most of their time in the company of 
other criminals who aren’t bothered by legalities. Because 
most of them would shoot down a citizen with little hesita- 
tion, they assume that you'll be as quick to use a weapon as 
they would be. Therefore, when they see the weapon pointed 
at them, they will believe that you will shoot them. 

If the criminal surrenders, which will happen most times, 
you must take complete control of the situation in those first 
few seconds while the criminal is still scared of dying. You 
must get him into a position where he won’t be able to run 
when he gets to thinking about the small chance that an hon- 
est citizen would shoot him. That means you want him on his 


WEAPON DEPLOYMENT 


face on the ground, his hands stretched out over his head, 
and his legs spread apart to make it as difficult as possible for 
him to get up again. When you give him orders, you want to 
sound as mean and vicious as possible. 

Don’t play TV policeman. Don’t tell him to “take the 
position” against the wall, don’t try to search him, don’t get 
close enough to touch the captured criminal. The further 
you can stay away, the safer you are. If you can’t control the 
situation by the use of a firearm, you are not going to con- 
trol it with personal violence. If he decides to attack you, 
the closer you are, the more chance he will have of injuring 
you or disarming you. 

During the initial moments of capture, be ready to shoot if 
the felon makes any threatening move in your direction or 
reaches for anything in his clothing that might be a weapon. If 
the felon tries to close the gap between you and him, even if 
he does it one slow step at a time, give him one warning, then 
shoot him. 

Don't engage in conversation with the captured felon. If he 
says anything, order him to shut up. If he continues to talk to 
you, don’t talk back, don’t answer any questions he may ask, 
and assume that anything, absolutely anything, he says is a 
lie told with the express purpose of putting you off guard so 
he can kill you and get away. Don’t believe him. 

Call for help as soon as you have the criminal or criminals 
under your control. That means laid out, on the floor or the 
ground, the felon’s hands stretched over his head, his nose 
sucking dust. 

There is a good chance you won't be alone in this kind of a 
situation. Your spouse, an employee, or some other 
bystander will be at your side or within hailing distance. Have 
that person go for help or use a telephone to call for help 
while you hold the prisoner under the gun. 

If you are alone in an apartment house, your home in the 
city, or someplace else where it’s likely that someone is near- 
by, call out in a loud voice and ask that anyone who hears you 
call the police. If there is a phone in the room or ina position 
where you can use it while keeping close surveillance on the 
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felon or felons, use it to call 911 or a telephone operator. (You 
don’t want to go looking through a phone book for the sher- 
iff's telephone number.) 

If you must go into another room to use the phone, order 
the felon to crawl on his hands and knees in front of you into 
the room where the phone is. 

If there is no one immediately available, but someone is 
likely to come by in no more than an hour, wait, guarding the 
prisoner until someone does come by who can call for police 
help. 


TELL THE POLICE THAT AN INNOCENT CITIZEN IS 
HOLDING THE CRIMINAL AT GUNPOINT 


When you get the police on the phone, keep them on the 
phone and continually informed of what is happening. 
Whoever makes the call should describe the situation and 
emphasize the fact that the person holding the gun is a law- 
abiding citizen. If they don’t know otherwise, when the police 
arrive on the crime scene, they will assume that anyone carry- 
ing a gun is acriminal. 

Remember that the police may arrive without being called 
by you. It’s also possible the first police to arrive will be detec- 
tives rather than uniformed officers. If anyone announces that 
he is a police officer and calls out for you to drop the gun, do 
so immediately. 


HOLDING A PRISONER 


If you must keep the prisoner for any length of time or if 
you are in some remote spot, say a cabin in the woods, you 
are facing an extremely dangerous task. How you handle the 
situation will depend on what kind of equipment you have on 
hand that you can grab while keeping the prisoner under con- 
stant surveillance. 

Almost any length of rope or cloth can be used to tiea 
criminal'’s hands behind his back. The safe way to do that is to 
use a Slip knot in a noose that you slip over both hands, 
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which the criminal holds up behind his back. You pull the 
loop as tight as possible, then drop a clove hitch over the 
wrist to make it impossible for him to loosen the knots. 


THE USUAL WARNING 


Once you make a citizen’s arrest you take on the same 
responsibility that the police do. You are responsible for the 
prisoner's health and safety. If he smothers because there 
wasn’t enough air in the closet, if he is injured because you 
left him tied up in a building that later caught fire, or if he 
catches pneumonia because you let him sit in his underwear 
in the rain, he can sue you at some later time, even if he is 
guilty of the crime he was doing when you apprehended him. 

You can’t legally shoot a prisoner if he tries to escape. You 
can’t shoot him if he refuses to do what you tell him to do. 
You can only shoot him if does something that physically 
threatens you or others you are protecting with immediate, 
grave bodily harm or death. 

Unless the felon does actually attack you, the best advice 
is to let him go if he makes any attempt at escape, even if he 
has complied with your every command while you were hold- 
ing him at gunpoint. 

You've already done what you set out to do when you 
started carrying a weapon to defend yourself. You stopped 
the criminal before he could make you his victim. If you have 
a good description to give the police and you are willing to 
testify, the chances are good that he will be caught and tried 
for the crime. 


DON’T USE A FIREARM FOR PETTY CRIMINALS 


If you can’t shoot him, how do you stop a petty criminal? 
Say you own a small grocery store and you spot two kids stuff- 
ing candy in their pockets and then heading for the door. If it’s 
your store or you're in charge, stick your weapon in your belt, 
then intercept them, preferably by standing in their way of 
retreat, and demand an explanation. If they attack you in 
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order to get away, they have upgraded a petty crime intoa 
felony. Whether or not you use your firearm to defend yourself 
depends on how much of a physical threat they are and how 
big you are. 

If they get out of the store, let them go and let the police 
handle it. Make sure you get a good enough look at them so 
that you'll be able to recognize them if they ever come back 
into your store. If they do, take a picture of them, then order 
them to leave your store and never come back. Once you have 
a picture, post it where all your employees can see it. 

As I was writing this, the news services were reporting a 
case in which a store owner, carrying a gun, chased a 14- 
year-old kid who had just stolen from the store. The store 
owner followed and confronted the teenager on the street in 
front of the store. The teenager moved his hand to his belt, 
and the store owner, thinking the kid was going for a weapon, 
opened fire, badly wounding the teenager. The teenager 
hadn’t been armed. Although it’s still too early to predict 
how the case will be resolved, if the store owner doesn’t do 
time, he will spend so much money on lawyers that he will 
likely have to go out of business. 

No one needs those sorts of problems. Responsible gun 
owners avoid situations that result in such disasters. 


USING A GUN TO ALLOW YOUR OWN ESCAPE 


In some circumstances, rather than worrying about taking 
prisoners, you will want to make your own escape out of the 
danger zone. : 

That's what Nancy Saunders did. Nancy was out for her 
usual evening jog along the popular jogging trail that ran 
along the river near her home. She met a friend along the way 
she hadn't seen for several weeks, and they stopped and chat- 
ted for about 40 minutes. By the time Nancy headed back to 
where she had parked her car, it was already dark. She wasn’t 
worried. She had sewn a special pocket in her jogging suit 
that held a small .38-caliber revolver along with her con- 
cealed-weapon carrying license. 


WEAPON DEPLOYMENT 


She didn’t see her attacker until just before he tackled her, 
knocking the wind out of her. As she fought for another breath 
of air, the attacker half dragged, half carried her away from the 
jogging trail and into the bushes. A friend joined the attacker, 
and the two men picked her up, one man holding his hand 
tightly over her mouth and nose as they carried her closer to 
the river where the sound of running white water was loud 
enough to drown out any screams. 

Sure they were both in for an easy and fun rape, they dumped 
her on the ground and took a moment to enjoy her terror before 
they settled the question of who got the first turn. 

Still on the ground, Nancy pulled the revolver out of her 
hidden pocket, pointed the weapon at the closest man and 
hollered, “Freeze!” as she thumb cocked it and aimed right at 
his groin. The man didn’t take a step toward her like she was 
hoping he would. She saw the other man start to move to one 
side, spreading out the distance between him and his partner. 

“You too!” she shouted. “Stand still!” 

Both the men stood staring at her, no more than 10 feet 
away as she got carefully to her feet. 

“On the ground!” Nancy demanded. “Both of you! Face down!” 

Neither man moved. They stared at her, almost like they 
were daring her to shoot. 

She shouted loudly, hoping someone would hear her, but 
the river was too loud. 

She wanted to take them prisoner. She wanted a day in 
court when she could point her finger at them and tell the jury 
they were the two men who had carried her off to a rape party. 

She ordered them again to get on the ground. 

“Fuck you, bitch!” one of them said. “You don’t have 
enough lead in that thing to slow me down. I'll shove it up 
your pussy after I’ve finished with you.” 

She aimed the revolver at the man’s head and thought 
about pulling the trigger. She had the story worked out in her 
head, how she would tell the police she only shot them when 
they tried to rush her. But she wasn’t a good liar. 

She sized the situation up and realized that both men were 
right on the edge of the steep riverbank. Nancy was blocking the 
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only avenue of escape, which was why they hadn't already run 
off. The way they were glancing back and forth at each other, she 
was afraid they were both trying to work up the courage to 
charge her. If they did, she was sure she could kill one of them, 
but the revolver held only five rounds. 

“Come after me again, and I'll kill you both,” she whis- 
pered as she began to back away, her weapon still swinging 
back and forth from one to the other. She carefully kept mov- 
ing back, feeling with her feet on each step to make sure she 
didn’t fall. When she could no longer see them in the faint 
light, she turned and ran back to the jogging trail, holding the 
pistol in her hand all the way. 

As soon as she found a phone, Nancy called the police. 
She waited until they arrived and showed them where each 
part of the attempted rape had happened. During the next 
week she spent hours looking at mug shots, and four times 
the police called her in to look at a lineup, but they never 
caught the two men. 

Nancy is convinced they left the state and went some- 
place else where women who jog in the evening can’t legally 
carry a firearm. 


WHEN A CRIMINAL IGNORES 
A WARNING OR WEAPON DISPLAY 


This may be the most dangerous of all defensive situa- 
tions, not just because of the possible physical danger, but 
because of the possible legal danger. 

Let’s say it happens while you're walking down the 
street. You see someone staring at you a half block up the 
street. You cross the street to avoid a potential problem, 
and the man crosses the street on an intercept course. You 
turn around and walk back the way you came, realizing as 
you do so, that no one else is around. You look back, and 
he is following you. You cross the street again, and so does 
he. He’s now 30 feet away. You stop, face him, and ask him 
not to come any closer. He keeps coming. You repeat the 
warning, and he keeps coming. He’s now 15 feet away, and 
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you have to make a decision and do it before he makes the 
next step. 

The problem is that he could have a very good reason for 
trying to get closer. He could be carrying asummons he’s 
about to serve on you. He could be a foreigner who doesn’t 
speak English and wants to show you an address he’s looking 
for. He may have mistaken you for his long-lost brother, and 
he’s so overcome with emotion he’s not thinking straight. He 
may be some harmless nut. He could even be a cop who 
thinks he saw your face on a wanted poster. 

Frankly, though, anyone who has ignored your warnings 
and is trying to get closer to you than you obviously want 
probably doesn’t have any innocent motives. 

How you react is going to depend on a lot of different fac- 
tors: the difference in your size and his, his physical appear- 
ance, the way he’s dressed, the look on his face, the neighbor- 
hood, even your own past life (are you the kind of person who 
someone may be suing?). 

Your own safety does come first. Once you give a warning 
and someone keeps coming after you, you have to take some 
action before he gets close enough to use a knife or his fists. 

You show your weapon by putting it in your hand. If he 
takes one more step, you point it and order him to stop while 
you retreat. If he keeps following as you retreat, this is the one 
situation in which I might fire a warning shot, straight into the 
ground. If he still doesn’t stop, then it’s time to assume he is 
about to attack you. If he’s bigger, younger, or obviously in 
better shape than you are, shoot him if you can’t outrun him. 
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avoid severe injury or death is by deliberately caus- 
ing severe injury or death, using whatever means or 
weapons you have at your disposal. 

Although you must be prepared to kill another human 
being before you strap ona firearm, you must also be pre- 
pared to make a complicated decision on whether or not you 
are legally justified to kill another human. You very probably 
will have less than a second to make that decision. 

Eduardo Cortez was working at the cash register at the 
grocery store he owned ina northern California town when a 
man entered his store, pulled a pistol, and ordered Eduardo 
to empty the cash register. Eduardo grabbed a .45 from under 
the counter and fired, killing the robber. The dead man had a 
long criminal history and was out on parole. 

Of course, Eduardo had no way of knowing the man point- 
ing a gun at him had a criminal record, but he met all the 
legal criteria for killing the robber in self-defense. 

There are three specific criteria that must be met in order 
to prove that you, or those you protect, are in immediate, 
unavoidable danger of death or grave injury. 


Coit occurs when the only possible way you can 


ABILITY 


First, the person presenting the danger must have the abili- 


ty to kill or cripple. Obviously, the pistol in the hand of the 
robber gives him the ability to wound or kill. While ability 
often means the possession of some kind of deadly weapon, 
it can also mean a significant difference in size and strength. 
A 200-pound, athletic man has the ability to subdue and rape 
a 100-pound woman. 

This doesn’t mean that if you are confronted by a mugger 
who announces he’s going to beat the shit out of you if you 
don’t give him your wallet, that you have to leave your 
weapon in your holster and fight a fair fight with your fists. 
You don’t have to figure out scientifically who is the tallest, 
who weighs the most, and who's in the best physical shape 
before you decide you're entitled to use your weapon to stop 
the crime. The criminal will have already made that decision 
for you. Criminals don’t attack with their bare hands unless 
they're sure that they have the ability to inflict grave injury 
without having to use a weapon. Even if the criminal is small- 
er than you are, he is counting on his greater skills in street- 
style fighting. 


OPPORTUNITY 


The criminal must not just have the ability, he must have 
the opportunity to use that ability. There was no question about 
opportunity in the above case because the robber already had 
his gun pointed at Eduardo. However, even if Eduardo had 
known about the man’s criminal history, he would not have 
been justified in killing the man if all the man was doing was 
walking down the aisle of the store with the gun sticking out 
of his back pocket. 

A 300-pound man standing on your front lawn and waving 
a baseball bat as he calls for you to come out and fight has 
the ability to hurt you badly, but he doesn’t have the opportu- 
nity to bash your brains in unless you accept his challenge 
and walk out to give him that opportunity. If you stick your 
gun in your belt and walk out, hoping he will take a swipe at 
you with the bat so that you can kill him, expect to spend a 
long time in prison on a first-degree murder conviction. On 
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the other hand, if he kicks through your front door and 
charges into your living room waving the bat, you can do 
whatever you must do to prevent serious injury to yourself. 


JEOPARDY OR INTENT 


To qualify as self-defense, the aggressor must not only 
have the ability and the opportunity, he has to be acting ina 
way that gives you good reason to believe he intends to cripple 
or kill you. Again, referring to the above case, a criminal 
pointing a gun at you and demanding that you empty your 
cash register has announced his intent to shoot you if you 
resist his demands. 

However, if you are hunting with a buddy and notice that 
he has carelessly let the muzzle of his rifle drop to where it’s 
pointed right at you, you can’t shoot him in self-defense 
because he has not deliberately put you in jeopardy, even 
though you may indeed be in great danger. 


THE RETREAT OPTION 


Even if the criminal does have the ability, the opportunity, 
and the intent to injure you, you could still have serious legal 
troubles if you don’t take an available, safe retreat. However, 
you are only required to retreat if you can do so in complete 
safety to yourself and others. 


THE REAL WORLD 


By now you are probably fed up with all this discussion 
about the rules of self-defense. You know as well as I do that 
there is no such thing as a fair fight outside a boxing ring or 
off the gym mats. The criminal certainly will not play by any 
rules, and he will never take any risks to help you survive. 

But these are not rules that you and the criminal agree to 
play by. These are the rules that law-abiding citizens agree 
should govern their behavior. The fact that we have such Tules 
and abide by them is what distinguishes us from criminals. 
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The rules describe how the average, rational, law-abiding 
citizen does act in real-world situations. Decent people don’t 
want to kill other human beings. Decent people will do 
almost anything possible to save a life, even putting their 
own life at risk. The rules describe exactly the way you would 
act if you were suddenly attacked by a criminal. You would 
only use your weapon as the last resort, and when you did use 
it, there would be no question in your own mind that you 
were justified in using it. 

Every year somewhere between 2,000 and 3,000 USS. citi- 
zens shoot and kill a criminal while defending their own lives 
or the lives of their families or neighbors. The police kill only 
one-third that many criminals. Some citizens do kill an inno- 
cent person by mistake, and those who do suffer criminal and 
legal penalties. But that happens only 2 percent of the time. 
Police officers make the mistake of shooting an innocent vic- 
tim 11 percent of the time. A trained professional police offi- 
cer is five times as likely to shoot an innocent person when he 
fires his weapon as an ordinary citizen is.' 

So the odds are 98 to 2 that if you shoot a criminal, it will be 
legally justified. Even so, 2 percent of 3,000 is 60. If you shoot 
just one of those 60 people, you will forever regret it. You will 
probably go to jail, you will certainly spend a fortune on lawyers, 
and you could lose everything you own if you are sued. 

But that is not a reason to refuse to take responsibility 
for the defense of yourself, your family, and those under 
your protection. 


WHEN IT HAPPENS 


Criminals don’t charge into the face of death; instead, they 
try to sneak up on you. When they do, you won’t know that 
you're being threatened until your life is suddenly in severe 
danger. 

You wake up and find a burglar in your room, holding a 
gun pointed at your head. Someone grabs you from the blind 
side as you walk through a park, or a stranger sticks a gun in 
your ribs as you walk down the street. A man walks into your 
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store, a gun already in his hand and pointed at you. You arrive 
home, hear screaming, run up the stairs, and find a man try- 
ing to stab your teenage daughter. Two escaped convicts with 
guns in their hands burst into your house at night, hoping to 
take you and your family hostage. You are on the highway and 
the man in the car that pulls up beside you points a weapon 
and motions for you to pull over and stop. A crazed man sud- 
denly charges you from out of nowhere, waving a shovel with 
the obvious intent of smashing your head. Awoman wakes up 
as aman under court order to stay away from her breaks 
through a window and comes at her with a bayonet in his 
hands. 

When it happens, you are going to be terrified that you are 
about to die. If you fumble, forget to push the safety lever, or 
even forget to jack a shell into your chamber, you will die. 
That’s why range practice is so important, especially range 
practice on a police-style range where real targets pop up. 

Once your life is in danger, the sooner you use your 
weapon, the better the chances for your survival. At the same 
time, combat in real life is never a fast-draw contest. You 
want to pick your opportunity, especially if the enemy already 
has his weapon out and pointed at you. Each situation is dif- 
ferent, and you will have to think it out as you experience it. In 
most instances you don’t want to reach for your gun if the 
enemy is already covering you. Unless you are sure he is 
about to shoot, wait him out. Maybe something will divert his 
attention for just that instant you need to get your weapon in 
your hand and fire at him. 


SHOOT TO KILL AND KEEP 
SHOOTING UNTIL HE DROPS 


Once a criminal has placed you or other innocent people in 
jeopardy to the point where you must use a gun to defend 
innocent life, you don’t owe the criminal a chance to survive. 
You want to aim at the main body cavity, and you want to fire at 
least two times, then you want to keep firing until he drops his 
weapon or collapses. Be prepared for the possibility that he 
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may be wearing some kind of body armor. Criminals know how 
many police lives are saved by body armor. I predict we will see 
more and more instances where criminals who use guns to 
commit their crimes will also be wearing body armor. If your 
first two shots to the chest don’t stop him, shoot for the face. 


IT’S TOO LATE TO TAKE PRISONERS 


If a criminal in your home or business is pointing a gun at 
someone else and he doesn’t see you with your gun, don’t 
order him to drop his gun like they do in the movies. 

Some years ago in my hometown, Bob Nolting, one of two 
men sharing an apartment, heard a suspicious noise in 
another room. He picked up his pistol, went to investigate, 
and discovered a stranger in the front room holding a gun on 
his housemate, Ed McClung. Bob raised his weapon, pointed 
it at the stranger, who still didn’t know he was there, and 
demanded that the stranger drop the gun and raise his hands. 
The would-be thief spun as he dove to the side and fired, 
killing Bob instantly. 

Ed, who had seen Bob enter with the gun in his hand, 
jumped the criminal when he turned to fire on Bob. In the 
struggle, the gun went off again and killed the criminal. 

Bob died because he tried to give a criminal a fair chance. 
Ed was lucky that Bob's stupidity didn’t get him killed too. 
The more competent professional criminal would have shot 
Ed first, then spun and shot Bob. The odds are he would have 
done it before Bob’s brain realized that the criminal wasn’t 
obeying orders. 

It takes a deliberate, logical decision to fire a gun, and that 
takes time. Therefore, in a gunfight at close quarters, the per- 
son who first makes the decision to fire is usually the winner. 
That's why so many owners of small businesses win gunfights 
with criminals trying to rob them. The criminal walks in with 
his gun already out but not expecting that he is going to have 
to fire it. He counts on the fear of the gun paralyzing his vic- 
tims and forcing them to do whatever he demands. The busi- 
ness owner makes the decision to fire before he reaches for 
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the gun the criminal doesn’t expect to see. The man behind 
the counter pulls the trigger before the criminal’s brain can 
process the surprise information. 

Once a criminal has a gun in his hand, your only two 
choices are to do exactly what he tells you to do orto kill him. 
You must make the decision to pull the trigger before you 
point the weapon at him. 


THE BEST DECISION MAY BE TO DO 
WHAT THE CRIMINAL WANTS 


In most cases, once the criminal has got the drop on you, 
the wisest thing you can do is to forget about the gun inside 
your pocket or lying under the counter and do whatever the 
criminal orders you to do. Most professional criminals don’t 
want a murder rap. They will steal your money or your jewelry 
and leave. There is also a chance that if they think they have 
you under total control, they will get careless, perhaps turn 
away for a moment to check out another person. When that 
happens, then you can make your move. 

Unfortunately, we see increasing evidence that criminals, 
especially young criminals, are losing their fear of the crimi- 
nal justice system to the point where a murder rap doesn’t 
worry them. Other criminals get so high on drugs before they 
do their crimes that they lose all judgment. 

As with every other part of the self-defense strategy, 
assessing the criminal’s mind-set requires a judgment call on 
your part. Like it or not, you have to size up the criminal. Is he 
someone who just wants the money in the cash register, or is 
he likely to herd you and your employees into a back room 
where he will put a bullet in the back of each of your heads? 

If you have good reason to believe that the criminal 
intends to kill you, even if you give him whatever he demands, 
then you have no choice but to go for the gun and fire at him. 


THE HOSTAGE SITUATION 


In fairness to the dead, I'll admit that Bob Nolting had a 
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with a hostage allows you to turn the job over to profes- 
sional law enforcement officers who have much more 
experience and training than you have in handling these 
situations. 


WHEN THE CRIMINALS WEAPON IS NOT A GUN 


While the above discussion has assumed that the criminal 
is holding a firearm, you may encounter a criminal who is try- 
ing to kill you with a knife, club, or baseball bat, or even 
something like a shovel or pitchfork. As long as the criminal is 
putting you or others in immediate danger of death or injury, 
you have justification to fire your firearm. 

At the age of 82, Lanny Swanger found himself facinga 
husky, knife-wielding teenager who had just broken into 
Lanny’s home in a small Alabama town. When the teenager 
demanded that Lanny give him all the cash in the house, Lanny 
grabbed a gun and shot the teenager, hitting himinthe arm. 
Lanny held the bleeding kid captive until the police arrived. 

Some soft-minded bleeding hearts might question the 
need to kill a teenager with a gun when the kid is holding a 
knife. (I assume that Lanny did aim to kill, but missed the 
body cavity and hit an arm.) Once anyone attacks you with a 
weapon that can kill or seriously injure you, you shoot him. A 
healthy, athletic man can take as many as seven steps and kill 
you with a knife in | 1/2 seconds or less. Even if you shoot 
him before he starts to move, there is a good chance he will 
live long enough to kill you. Therefore, the further away he is 
when you start firing, the greater your chances for survival. 


THE AFTERMATH OF COMBAT 


You are alive! The criminal who was trying to kill you is down 
and either badly wounded or dead. The danger has passed, but 
your troubles have just begun. How you handle the next few 
moments are going to be critical in determining how much legal 
trouble you will encounter as a result of having used deadly force 
to save your life or the lives of people around you. 
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The first thing you do is check the condition of the person 
you shot. Never assume he is dead, no matter how dead he 
may look. Where is his weapon? Is it still in his hand or lying 
close enough that he could reach it? If he is conscious, order 
him to drop it. If he’s not, use your foot to kick it far enough 
away so that he can’t reach it if he should recover conscious- 
ness. Keep your weapon trained on him and be ready to fire 
until you are sure he can no longer threaten you in any way. 

When you are sure he represents no immediate danger, 
check on anyone else who is present to make sure they are not 
wounded. If someone is wounded, determine the nature of the 
injuries and apply life-saving first-aid measures if required. 

You may be wounded yourself. If so, try to determine the 
nature of your injuries. If you are severely injured and alone 
with a wounded or dead criminal, concentrate your energies 
on saving your own life. If possible call for help and do what 
you can in the way of self-treatment. 

If you are alone with a criminal who is wounded enough to be 
helpless and you think you are going to pass out because of your 
wounds, let him escape, telling him he'd better run. If he won't 
do that, shoot him again, several times, before you do pass out. 

When you are sure that no innocent party needs immedi- 
ate medical attention, check the criminal again. If he is still 
alive, you should do every reasonable thing to ensure his sur- 
vival. If he is bleeding to death and you can stop the bleeding 
without taking a personal risk, you should do so. 

When you are sure that no one needs immediate first aid, 
it’s time to call the police, if someone hasn't already done so. 
Get calm before you make the call and quickly rehearse exact- 
ly what you are going to say. You want to give the person who 
answers the phone the basic information needed to bring a 
rapid response to the right place, but no more than that. It’s 
okay to sound excited and frightened, but don’t sound like 
you are in a panic. Remember to do the following: 


1. State the nature of the attempted crime—-robbery, rape, 
assault, kidnapping, etc. 

2. Report that the attempted crime resulted in a shooting, 
a stabbing, or whatever produced the injury or in juries. 
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3. Describe the nature of the injury or injuries. 

4. Give the address where you and the criminal are, and if 
asked, tell the dispatcher your name. Answer any ques- 
tions that will help the police and ambulance driver find 
the address or determine what equipment is required. 

5. Describe any dangers that arriving police may face and 
answer any questions that will inform the police about 
what precautions they may need to take for their own 
safety when they arrive on the scene. 

6. Answer any questions that describe anyone who fled 
the scene. 

7. Don’t answer any questions asking who fired the shot or 
asking for any details about the shooting. Insist on wait- 
ing until the police arrive before answering those kind of 
questions. Stay on the phone until the police arrive and 
take over. 

8. Make the next call as soon as possible after the police 
arrive and before you answer any questions from the 
police. Tell the police whom you are calling, but do it. 
Pull out that number | told you to carry with your con- 
cealed weapon permit and call your lawyer. If you didn’t 
take my advice, start finding a lawyer. Once you get your 
lawyer on the line, describe briefly what you did, listen 
to his advice, and follow it. 


If you can’t reach your lawyer, here’s some more advice— 
but this should not be taken as legal advice, just some com- 
mon-sense suggestions: 


¢ Get the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of 
any witnesses to what happened. If they won’t give you 
that information, or they refuse to give it, write down the 
most complete physical descriptions of the witnesses 
you can plus any information that might help the police 
locate them. 

¢ Don't touch or disturb any part of the crime scene, either 
before or after the police arrive. Don’t let anyone else do 
so. If it’s a righteous shooting, the evidence will tell the tale. 
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¢ Get your recollection of events straight in your own 
mind. Go over the events several times, thinking out 
the exact words you will use to describe the events as 
they happened. 


WHEN THE POLICE ARRIVE 


Unless you are guarding a prisoner, don’t be holding a gun 
in your hand when the police arrive. Put it back where you 
keep it, or lay it down where it can be seen and stand back 
away from it. 

Don’t give information you are not asked to give. If you 
talked to your lawyer, do exactly what he told you to do. 

If you haven't talked to your lawyer and the police ask what 
happened, describe the events in the fewest words possible, 
beginning with a description of the attempted crime and 
emphasizing the threat you faced. 

“I don’t know who he is. He came in waving a gun and 
pointed it at me. I was sure he was going to kill me. I grabbed 
my gun, I pointed it, I fired it.” Don’t say anything more. When 
the police want to question you about the details, insist that 
you first want to confer with your lawyer, and that you want 
your lawyer present while you describe what happened. Be 
polite, even apologetic, explaining you understand how seri- 
ous the situation is. You can add that you will cooperate in 
every way, but only after you talk to your lawyer. 

Don’t use any words that suggest guilt or anger on your 
part. Don't say, “I shot him,” or “I killed him.” Instead say 
instead something like: “I fired when I realized he was going 
to kill me.” Do not under any circumstances say anything that 
sounds like you are bragging, even if you did hit him between 
the eyes while he was holding your wife in front of his body. 

Many people who go through a harrowing experience 
have a strong urge to talk about it, especially if they have 
done something terrible like killing another human being. 
They think they have to justify what they have done, and 
they start babbling things to policemen that are going to 
get them in trouble. 


COMBAT 


You will be the worst possible witness to the event in 
which you just played a major role. There will be things hap- 
pening around you that you didn’t see because you were 
focusing on the man trying to kill you. There will be things 
you don’t remember, things that you think are not important 
that are, and vice versa. You do need a lawyer. Tell him the 
story first, then tell the story to the police with your lawyer 
sitting beside you. 

If you insist on ignoring the above recommendations, 
don’t ignore the following advice: don't tell any lies—that’s 
any lies, not a single one. If the police ask you a question that 
you think might make you look bad if you answer truthfully, 
tell them you would prefer to wait for your lawyer before you 
answer the question. 

In most cases, the police who arrive on the scene will be 
on your side. They don’t like criminals any more than you do. 
They will have seen a lot more dead victims than dead crimi- 
nals at crime scenes, and they will usually make the right call 
on what happened as soon as they check out the scene, pro- 
vided you did indeed follow the rules of engagement as they 
are explained in this book. 


NOTES 


1. One reason why police officers shoot a much larger per- 
centage of innocent people is that the police have a duty 
to investigate a suspicious situation while the smart 
armed citizen will avoid a suspicious situation. 
Therefore, the police are much more likely to confront 
an innocent person engaged in what appears to be a 
criminal action—say a home owner trying to break into 
his own house after forgetting his keys. 
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henever men gather ina bar, arounda camp- 
\ \ } fire, beside the water cooler, or at the poker 
table and talk about teaching criminals a few 


lessons, someone will start giving advice about how to 
deal with the bastards: 


* “Shoot him as soon as you see him. If he’s not carrying a 
weapon, put a kitchen knife in his dead hand.” 

¢ “If you shoot him outside your house, drag him inside.” 

¢ “If you shoot him on the street, leave him lying there and 
walk off. He wouldn’t have called 911 if he’d shot you; why 
should you do him that favor?” 

¢ “Do the same thing the cops do: get a gun with no histo- 
ry tied to you and keep it handy. If you shoot a burglar who is 
not armed, put the gun in his hand, fire a round, and claim he 
shot at you first.” 

e “If he’s still alive, shoot him again. Dead men can’t tell 
lies that make you look guilty.” 

° “Why call the cops? Save the legal fees. Wrap the body in 
a plastic sheet and dump it in the deep woods someplace.” 


I've heard each of these bits of macho folk wisdomina 
dozen different places and in several different countries. Not 
once was the guy giving the expert advice a lawyer, lawman, or 
someone who had actually ever shot a criminal. 


You may get away with trying one of these cute tricks, but 
you probably won't. If you are caught, you will serve time in 
jail, if not for murder or manslaughter, then for obstruction of 
justice, tampering with evidence, and perjury. 

There is a legal presumption that an innocent person has 
no need to lie or any reason to flee. If you lie or flee and you are 
discovered, you will lose any sympathy that police and prose- 
cutors may have had for you. The lie or the attempted flight will 
follow you all the way through the long judicial process. 

Even if you get the criminal charges dismissed, the lies 
or the flight could still cost you money. There has been an 
increasing tendency for criminals to sue those who shoot 
them. The fact that you told a lie during the initial investi- 
gation or tampered with evidence at the crime scene will 
go with you into the civil courts and possibly into a civil 
suit where you can be found liable on a preponderance of 
evidence. 


THE BEST LEGAL DEFENSE IS INNOCENCE 


The only way to minimize your legal risks if you ever must 
defend yourself is by understanding the laws governing 
armed self-defense and following the rules of engagement. 

The final judicial measuring stick is the common-law con- 
cept called “The Reasonable Man Doctrine.” The jury will have 
to decide if what you did was what a reasonable and prudent 
person would do in the same situation, knowing what you 
knew at the time it happened. 

The Second Amendment is based on the assumption that 
the ordinary citizens of this great country are reasonable and 
prudent people. No one is born reasonable and prudent. We 
make ourselves into reasonable and prudent people through 
a lifetime of experience. Reasonable and prudent people 
don’t drive cars in a dangerous manner, they don’t neglect 
basic safety rules while on the job, they don’t take unneces- 
sary chances with their lives or the lives of people they love, 
they don’t look for fights in bars, they don’t drive cars or han- 
dle guns while they are drunk, and they don’t kill criminals 
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unless their lives or the lives of those they protect are in 
immediate, unavoidable danger. 

Reasonable and prudent people don’t have to tamper with 
evidence or flee without telling what they did or why they did it. 


RESIST THE URGE TO PLAY COP 


The reason you are armed is for your own protection. 
There is no law that requires you to risk your life protecting 
someone else. This does not mean that you should refrain 
from intervening to save a life or to prevent a rape or serious 
injury, but you want to exercise a great deal more caution 
when involving yourself in someone else’s business than you 
would defending yourself. 

If a criminal is threatening you, you know who's the crook 
and who's the honest citizen. If you are not directly involved, 
but only a witness, it can be difficult to determine exactly 
what is happening. The bearded bum pointing a gun into the 
window of a car and demanding the occupant get out could 
be an undercover police officer. The young man who grabbed 
a little old lady and wrestled her to the ground may have just 
caught a pickpocket. 

You may be the type of hero who runs into a burning 
building to save a screaming child, but, remember, if you 
attempt to stop a crime you observe in a public place, you are 
doing something every bit as dangerous. Just as important, 
you may not only need a doctor when it’s over—you may need 
a lawyer. 

Avoid interfering in crimes in which there are no immedi- 
ate victims. You may think drug dealers and pimps are the 
worst examples of human life in the universe. But don’t try to 
stop them from making a deal. 

Do become a police informant. Do note all the details pos- 
sible, the physical descriptions of both the seller and the 
buyer, time of day, specific acts you observe, license plate 
numbers—in short, all the information you can gather. Let 
the police handle the investigations, arrests, and court cases. 

The same holds true for public prostitution, gambling vio- 
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lations, spitting on the street, vandalism, and graffiti. This 
doesn’t mean you should tolerate such criminal behavior on 
the streets of your neighborhood, but you want the police out 
in front of you when dealing with the nonviolent crimes. 

Remember, you don’t carry a gun to protect strangers, but 
to make sure that you and the people you love never become 
the injured or murdered victims of a violent criminal. 


WHEN YOU CAN’T CARRY A FIREARM 


Once you develop the habit of carrying a firearm for self- 
protection, you will find, as police officers do, that you feel 
extremely uncomfortable when you are not carrying it. It’s like 
wearing seat belts. A lot of people never use them, but those 
who do won't start the car until the belts are fastened. 

There will be times when you will have to leave the gun at 
home or in the trunk of the car. You may be traveling into 
another state or even another city in your own state that pro- 
hibits the carrying of weapons. It’s also possible that the laws 
where you live prohibit carrying weapons in certain places 
such as state and federal public buildings, school yards, or 
establishments that serve liquor. Obviously, you will not be 
able to carry your weapon when you board a commercial air- 
craft or enter the airport’s secure departure area. 

The biggest problem comes when you travel to another 
state. If you drive, you may still be able to keep your weapon 
in your car, and even carry it on your person, but you have to 
know the state laws that apply where you are traveling. At 
least one state will issue temporary concealed-weapon carry- 
ing licenses to visitors who have such licenses from their own 
states. Some states will issue licenses to out-of-state resi- 
dences who travel frequently into the state. 

It is possible to take a weapon on most airlines, provided 
you carry it in your checked luggage and inform the airline. 
Check with the airline before you do and if you can legally do 
so, gO armed when you travel. 

On many occasions, my job has taken me into states and 
cities where carrying a weapon is illegal. I've also lived and 
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traveled in foreign countries where citizens are prohibited 
from owning weapons. I’ve even visited Malaysia and 
Singapore, where the possession of a firearm is a hanging 
offense. | am keenly aware of the problems associated with 
defending yourself when the law denies you what it can’t deny 
the criminal: the use of a firearm. 

Many of the suggestions made in this book can help to 
ensure that you don’t become a crime victim when you can’t 
use a firearm to protect yourself. It all starts with attitude, the 
recognition that only you can prevent crime from happening 
to you and the determination that you won’t become a victim 
of a violent crime, even if you must risk your life to make sure 
that doesn’t happen. 

When you can’t carry a firearm, you must pay even more 
attention to staying alert at all times. It’s even more impor- 
tant to practice avoidance. Depending on the risks you must 
take, you must consider the possibility of preparing to defend 
yourself with weapons other than firearms. 


ALTERNATIVES TO FIREARMS 


A few years ago, I took a business trip to one of the great 
murder capitals of the world, Washington, D.C., which is also 
one of the few places in America where you can’t legally keep 
a loaded firearm in your own home. 

My first evening in town, I needed some things, so I walked 
three blocks from the hotel to the nearest drugstore. | made 
the decision that while I would have to walk through a high- 
crime area without a firearm, I could evade the possibility of 
becoming another crime victim by exercising extra alertness 
and avoiding dangerous situations. 

It was still early in the evening, and lots of people were on 
the sidewalks. As I got close to the drugstore, I noticed four 
young toughs hanging around the entrance begging for coins. 
One of them stepped forward, blocking my way, his hand out- 
stretched. I didn’t slow down my military march step as | 
moved sideways to go around him, my face pointed straight 
at him. My eyes locked with his as I smiled an evil grin. He cut 
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his well-rehearsed begging spiel at the second word and 
stepped back out of my way, making a courtly little gesture 
inviting me to go on into the store. I laughed as | passed him, 
and he laughed back. 

Inside, I found what I wanted on the shelves and headed 
for the checkout counter where I found another customer, 
who self-importantly identified himself as a government offi- 
cial, angrily demanding in a loud voice that the clerk call the 
police to come and protect him. The clerk was insisting just 
as loudly that the police wouldn’t come if she did call. 

She was right. D.C. police officers are so busy investigating 
the latest murder of some drug dealer, they can’t answer a call 
to prevent a possible crime. They'll come only if thereisa 
crime in progress or, more likely, to investigate a crime after it 
has occurred and to carry away the dead and the wounded. 

What was terrifying the government bureaucrat was one of 
those young toughs begging for coins outside the entrance to 
the drugstore. As he had walked by them on his way into the 
store, he had gotten into an argument with one of them. (He 
had probably suggested that they get a job—the most insult- 
ing thing that one can say to a high-school dropout who is 
supplementing his mother’s welfare check with a bit of street 
extortion and ina city where the unemployment rate for 
young males, especially minorities, is astronomical.) The 
thug had followed the guy into the store and around the 
aisles, muttering obscene threats about what was going to 
happen as soon as the honky walked back out onto the street. 

The drugstore staff had managed to get the thug to leave 
the premises, but the linebacker-sized dropout was glaring 
through the glass door at his honky enemy. 

Frankly, anything that any citizen, evena ghetto thug, does 
that frightens one of our capital's bureaucrats contributes to 
the greater good of us all. If the government thieves are wor- 
tied about getting beat up on the street, they just might not 
work so hard at thinking up new taxes or more complicated 
harassments for the rest of us. 

I didn’t bother staying around to watch how it ended. I 
paid my money to the cashier and walked out, passing the 


terrified man who had finally stopped demanding that the 
clerk call the cops. As I left the store, he was standing just 
inside the door, shifting his weight from one foot to another 
like a 4-year-old who is too old to wet his pants and too young 
to find a bathroom ina strange building. 

I walked back through the same bunch of begging thugs. 
None of them bothered to ask me if | had any Spare coins. 
They could see that I was as alert as the point on ajungle 
patrol. I knew the position of every human within 30 yards of 
me and the direction they were moving. Yet I didn’t feel like | 
was taking any special risks, or that I was in danger. 

I'm sure that the terrified bureaucrat never considered the 
possibility that he might carry an illegal pistol in his pocket 
when he walked down to the corner drugstore. He didn’t 
understand that the natural prey of our urban criminal ele- 
ment are those committed to the mythical belief that the 
police will protect them from crime. 

He was not prepared mentally to defend his own life, and 
he had no knowledge of how to do SO against a physically 
superior force. It probably never even crossed his mind that 
the best way out of his perceived danger would be to arm 
himself before he left the drugstore. 

Of course, drug stores in Washington, D.C., (or most other 
places) don’t sell firearms. But the shelves of any modern 
drugstore are loaded with items that can be quickly turned 
into dangerous, even deadly weapons. 

Kitchen knives can be taped to both ends of amopora 
broom handle to make a deadly fighting weapon at close 
range. Hammers and camping axes can be used for close-in 
fighting or thrown for short distances with deadly effect. You 
can find cord, wire, baseball bats, sharp tools, and at least a 
dozen other items that can either be used as they areor 
quickly fashioned into dangerous weapons. For example, a 
heavy padlock can be tied onto the end of a 10-foot piece of 
electric cord and used as a whip-like weapon. 

Drugstores sell oven cleaner, paint, and insecticides in 
high-pressure cans that will spray as far as most of the com- 
mercial pepper and Mace sprays.’ If sprayed directly into the 


eyes, they will do something that the commercial defense 
sprays will not do: cause permanent injury. If inhaled, they 
may even kill. 

Other dangerous chemicals sold in drugstores include 
drain cleaner, ammonia, and bleaches. You can buy one of the 
super-soaker water guns to put them in or any of a dozen 
other kinds of spray devices sold to use with window washer 
or other kinds of cleaner. 

Don't forget the flammables. You may find white gasoline 
for camp stoves, kerosene, lamp oil, paint thinner, or turpen- 
tine sold in quart or gallon sizes on the drugstore shelves. All 
it takes is a bottle—perhaps the bottle it’s sold in—a piece of 
cloth, and a cigarette lighter and you have a Molotov cocktail. 
Or carry it in a cup and throw the contents on someone charg- 
ing in for an attack, then hold up your lighter and flick your 
Bic. I'll guarantee a man who weighs twice as much as you do 
is not going to grab you if his shirt is soaked with kerosene 
and you're holding a lit lighter. 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN AN ALTERNATIVE WEAPON 


Any one of the above weapons is an adequate substitute 
fora firearm. Still, if you can’t carry a firearm and you face 
immediate danger, you'll want an alternative device that will 
reach out across a distance and badly hurt an attacker before 
he can get close enough to touch you. 

In most urban situations such as I encountered that night 
in Washington, D.C., you will have to depend on alertness, 
avoidance, and physical proficiency, complemented by what- 
ever hand weapons you can carry on your person. (Yes, I was 
carrying a folding knife with a 3 1/2-inch blade in my pocket 
that night.) 

But, when you have no choice but to place yourself ina 
risky situation, you should choose the most deadly things 
possible that can be carried without violating the law. The 
weapons should be capable of inflicting not just pain, but 
permanent injury. 

Many items that have functioned as weapons in the past are 


available in stores around the world. Machetes, bolo knives, 
axes, sledge hammers, lengths of steel rod, pry bars, and crow 
bars are ready-to-use weapons. Everyone who lives, works, or 
travels in jurisdictions where they can't carry a firearm should 
acquire several such items and keep them stashed in their car, 
homes, and workplaces—always within reach. 

If you get caught in a situation like the bureaucrat in 
Washington, D.C., use your imagination and improvise. Of 
course, it wouldn’t have done that frightened mouse of a man 
any good to have explained this to him that night. Self- 
defense depends on attitude, determination, and courage, as 
well as weaponry. Those without the right attitude will be the 
victims of criminals. They are inferior to those of us who 
would prefer to risk death than let some thug steal our free- 
dom and self-respect. Cowards such as these want to pull us 
down to their level by passing laws that prohibit us from 
acquiring the weapons we need to defend ourselves. 


NOTES 
1. One wasp spray on the market will squirt a stream of liq- 


uid wasp killer more than 20 feet. You do not want to get 
this chemical in your eyes, nose, or mouth. 
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tions and knowledge described in previous chap- 

ters, you will be the kind of American citizen envi- 
sioned by George Washington and Thomas Jefferson: an 
armed individual ready to defend yourself, your family, and 
your loved ones from any criminal threat. You will be the 
criminal’s worst nightmare. Any territory you occupy will be 
as safe as a single individual can make it. If we stillhada 
nation of citizens who think like you, we would have the low- 
est crime rate of any country in history. 

But we don’t have such a citizenry. We have a nation of cow- 
ards led by crooked politicians and terrorized by a criminal 
underclass grown so large we can’t afford to build enough jails 
to hold them all, even if we had the will to round them up. 

No matter how well you prepare and arm yourself as you 
go about your life, there will still be places you cannot go and 
things you dare not do because you will be outnumbered by 
criminals who are as well armed as you. 

You can take back the piece of the night you own by your 
courage, but if you want to take back the night that covers 
your neighborhood, you will have to find others who share 
your attitude about self-defense. 

Mutual self-defense organizations are beginning to spread 
across America. One example is the Guardian Angels who 
have helped to alleviate subway crime in several big cities. 


O nce you have put into practice the recommenda- 


Neighborhood crime-watch committees are another example 
that have had some success in cutting down crime. Groups of 
citizens in low-income housing projects have organized for 
the purpose of working with the police in pushing the crimi- 
nals out of their projects. 

However, all these efforts suffer from one major deficien- 
cy: none of the citizen-defense groups that are getting the 
publicity are armed. Such unarmed volunteer groups can do 
nothing more than serve as the eyes and the ears of the local 
police. A citizen sees a crime and calls the cops. Often by the 
time the police arrive, the crime is done, so the citizen must 
then serve as a police witness. 

They do serve a very useful purpose. In most high-crime 
areas, nothing discourages the police more than citizens who 
will not cooperate with the police and who refuse to provide 
information that they may have on the criminal population in 
the area. That’s why the police are so supportive of citizen- 
watch committees. So, if you do nothing but organize and 
start cooperating with the local police force, you are doing 
something useful to combat crime. 

Unfortunately, such unarmed vigilance committees don’t 
cause the pimps, prostitutes, and drug dealers any problems 
that can’t be solved by moving to a different part of town. 

Unarmed citizen police auxiliary organizations do almost 
nothing to stop violent crime. A drug dealer or a prostitute wants 
to be standing on the same corner at the same time every night so 
regular customers can find him or her. If a citizens’ vigilance group 
reports the presence of the criminal entrepreneur on the street 
corner, the criminal will very probably still be there when the 
police show up, even if they don’t get around to showing up fora 
couple of days or even a couple of weeks. 

A violent criminal has no permanent place of business, 
only a territory that he stalks looking for prey. If he does his 
crime in front of witnesses, he won't be waiting there when 
the police show up. But after the police have left, he may 
come back to teach a few citizens why ratting on a criminal 
can be a very painful exercise in futility. 

Any violent criminal will tell you that it takes only one or 
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two murders to permanently destroy most citizen police aux- 
iliary groups. Smart people won't put their lives on the line if 
they have no way of defending themselves from retaliation. 
People won't help police or voluntarily testify against crimi- 
nals if they know that as soon as the police officers leave, the 
criminal will come back to extract vengeance. 

So if your neighborhood has a crime problem that is limit- 
ed to such crimes as burglary, public prostitution, drug deal- 
ing, littering, and graffiti, by all means form an unarmed 
police auxiliary. The police will welcome the support. 

If your community has a serious problem with violent 
crime and the police can’t handle it, you and your neighbors 
won't take a bite out of it with an unarmed vigilance commit- 
tee. You need an armed militia. 


A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

—Second Amendment to the Constitution 

of the United States 


The National Guard is the state militia, but it is not the 
only militia the framers of the Second Amendment to the 
Constitution were talking about. They were also talking about 
the common militia, which included every able-bodied man 
at the time the Constitution was written. | assume that most 
Americans would agree the common militia now includes 
every able-bodied man and woman armed and ready to 
defend their neighborhood, city, state, and country against 
anyone who would deny them the freedoms that the 
Constitution states they have a right to enjoy. 

At the time the Constitution was written, “regulated” 
didn’t mean something that the government ran and con- 
trolled. The framers of the Constitution assumed that the 
people of the United States would regulate their own affairs. 

Because the Constitution guarantees the right to bear 
arms and the right to assemble, any group of citizens has the 
right to organize themselves into a community militia for the 
purpose of defending themselves from violent criminals. 


ORGANIZED COMMUNITY SELF-DEFENSE 


When you decide to organize with friends and neighbors 
to form an armed community-defense force, a militia, your 
sole goal should be the same goal for which you armed your- 
self: to stop crime by preventing it from occurring. You will 
want to put enough ordinary citizens bearing arms onto the 
streets to ensure that whenever a criminal attempts to com- 
mit a crime, he will find himself facing an armed individual 
who is not only ready to use his weapon to defend himself, 
but who has other citizens nearby who are ready to come to 
his assistance. 

The law-abiding citizens in any community always out- 
number the criminals. The criminals rule because they carry 
the arms and they are willing to use them. The citizens can 
only resolve the crisis by arming themselves and taking to the 
streets in numbers greater than those of the criminals. 

This doesn’t mean that a group of citizens has to be on 
patrol constantly. It does mean that cooperating citizens 
who know and recognize each other must have their arms 
at hand while they go about their daily business. They 
must be ready to grab their weapons and pour out into the 
street whenever another citizen gives a distress call or fires 
a shot. To effectively do that, you want an organization that 
will allow you and your neighbors to plan, train, and com- 
municate with each other so you can make a coordinated 
response any time a violent crime threatens the peace and 
tranquillity of your neighborhood. 


ORGANIZING AN ARMED VIGILANCE COMMITTEE 


If you had lived in a small village or town in western 
America or in almost any rural area a hundred years ago, you 
wouldn’t even have had to think about organizing a militia. 
Every one of your neighbors would have been armed and 
ready to come to the assistance of any other neighbor who 
might be attacked by a criminal. While such a common militia 
would not have been organized in a formal sense, it would 
have been well-regulated in the sense that every neighbor would 
be a law-abiding, self-governing person whom other neigh- 
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bors could trust to act in a safe, prudent, but courageous and 
determined manner when facing danger. Each armed neigh- 
bor would have known every other armed neighbor as a friend 
and someone he could trust. 

That's not the community situation we have in America 
today. In most big cities, people don’t know their neighbors, 
and if they know them, they don’t trust them. 


THE FIRST STEPS TOWARD A SOLVING CRIME 


Once you are armed, you have to get organized. To do that, 
you have to find others who think like you do. 

If you have owned and used guns for most of your life, 
especially if you hunt game regularly with those guns, you will 
already have a number of friends who think the same way 
about self-defense as you. 

However, if you have just moved into the area where you 
now live or if you are one of those people who finally realized 
that you are the only person who can stop crime against you 
and your family, you will have to identify others living nearby 
who share your convictions. 

This won't be as easy as it sounds. The antigun hysteria 
has reached a level in this country where most people who do 
arm themselves don’t tell their neighbors. 

If you want to find out who else in your neighborhood 
thinks like you, you have to advertise. I’m not saying you put 
an ad in the newspaper. I’m just suggesting that you start let- 
ting the people who live near you and socialize with you know 
how you feel about using firearms to defend yourself and your 
family. 

Don’t make a big issue of it. Don’t go around grabbing 
neighbors and arguing that they ought to carry a gun like you 
do. Don’t make it your obsession, just something you are 
interested in and willing to speak up about. Make a clear, sim- 
ple statement about your beliefs anytime questions of crime, 
gun control, or public safety come up during a conversation. 

In high-crime areas, that subject will come up just about 
every time a few people get together and talk. Suppose, for 
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example, that while you are talking to a neighbor, she says 
she hopes Congress or the state legislature passes the new 
gun-control bill. You state quietly and politely that you dis- 
agree, that you think the bill will do nothing to stop crime, 
but will only make it that much easier for the criminals to 
escape punishment. Then you state that you own guns, that 
you have a license to carry a concealed weapon, and that you 
do carry a weapon when appropriate. 


DON’T ARGUE WITH ANTIGUN ADVOCATES 


I believe that all the logical arguments for the right to keep 
and bear arms are on the side of those of us who believe the 
founders of the Constitution meant exactly what they wrote in 
the Second Amendment. People who want to take the right to 
bear arms away from us have no scientific logic or evidence to 
support their position. Because they can’t argue the case sci- 
entifically, they can only lie, use logic based on false assump- 
tions, or engage in hysterical and emotional diatribes. Their 
beliefs are based in their emotional fears. Logical arguments 
are wasted on such people, so don’t bother. 

When such people confront you, calmly state what you 
believe and how you apply your beliefs to your daily life in 
as few words as possible. If they insist on continuing the 
debate, offer to loan them, or recommend to them, a few of 
the many publications that explain the evidence and the 
logic supporting the right to bear arms and insist that you 
won't continue the argument until they have read the 
material. Then terminate the conversation, even if you 
have to walk away. 

You will lose a few friends and people will talk about you 
behind your back, but the reputation you will gain is the one 
you want, that of an individual who takes responsibility for 
his life and self-defense and whom criminals should consider 
armed and dangerous. Remember, you are not looking for 
people you can convert; you are looking for people who 
already think the way you do. 
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LETTING PEOPLE KNOW YOUR REPUTATION 


On dozens of occasions when I've stated my position on 
the right to bear arms in a group of people, I’ve had one or 
two people come up afterward and tell me they agree with 
me, even though they said nothing while half a dozen others 
were calling me dirty names for suggesting that they were 
responsible for the explosion of crime because they wouldn’t 
take responsibility for defending themselves against crime. 
I've also often met people for the first time who have men- 
tioned that they have heard that I advocated bearing arms for 
self-defense and that they agree with that principle. Such a 
reputation gets around and will help make you and your fami- 
ly safer. 

Some years ago, I had to spend three years working in 
Washington, D.C. I lived in Bethesda, Maryland, which 
doesn’t put quite as many restrictions on Second Amend- 
ment rights as does the District of Colombia. While the sub- 
urb where I lived was a low-crime area, neighbors told me 
shortly after | moved in that there was one family inthe 
neighborhood whose teenage children were involved in 
almost every incident of vandalism, petty theft, and school 
yard bullying that had taken place in the last several years. 
Members of the Judd family had been in court a half-dozen 
times, but had never been convicted of anything, apparently 
because the neighborhood teenagers who were the only wit- 
nesses to the mischief making were too frightened to testify. 

The first time a neighbor told me about the Judds, I suggest- 
ed that someone should do them a favor by telling them what | 
was really doing all those years I worked for the government 
overseas. I made vague references to experiences with Molotov 
cocktails and explosives, and mentioned the weapons at my 
house that were always loaded and ready to use. 

Anytime I met a new neighbor for the next several weeks, | 
made sure the conversation included references to my gov- 
ernment work overseas, which | couldn’t talk about, plus ref- 
erences to my experience dealing with the destructive tools of 
terrorism and my collection of firearms. 
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Whenever someone complained about the latest Judd 
depredation and how it had gone unpunished, I'd argue that 
the community was to blame for letting the Judd family get 
away with so much and that if the community wanted to get 
together to confront the Judds through the legal system, they 
could count me in. 

No one ever took up the offer, but they must have talked 
about me and my family when I wasn’t around. During the 
three years | lived in that house, I never met anyone in the 
Judd family, although someone did point out the Judd chil- 
dren walking down a street. While the neighbors on all three 
sides of my house had several incidents of vandalism and 
petty theft, for which they suspected the Judds, we never had 
a single one. 

One day I was standing in a room looking out through 
the venetian blinds when | spotted the oldest Judd boy tak- 
ing a shortcut home by walking through the neighborhood 
backyards. The shortest route to his house should have 
taken him right through my yard, but the boy instead 
turned and made a detour around my property. The way he 
did it without thinking about it suggested that he always 
avoided trespassing on my property. 

As he cut through my neighbor's yard, he broke a radio 
antenna off an old car sitting in my neighbor’s driveway. 
When I called my neighbor and reported what I had seen 
and offered to make a statement to the police, he muttered 
something about how the car's radio didn’t work anyway, 
so why make a fuss? I didn’t bother telling him what a dif- 
ference a reputation makes in how a criminal will treat you 
and your property. 

In the three years | lived in that neighborhood, I never 
found another neighbor who shared my attitude toward self- 
defense. However, as I said, the neighborhood was a low- 
crime area. Not one of the neighbors living within a two-mile 
radius of my house was the victim of a violent crime during 
those three years. Most people never get serious about self- 
defense until they, or people they love, are attacked. Although 
you can’t convince a gun-control advocate to change his or 
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her mind through logic, I've seen more than a few of them 
purchase their first gun the week after crime hit their families. 

If you live in a neighborhood with lots of violent crime, 
you will find neighbors who are frightened and willing to 
listen to suggestions about how they can defend them- 
selves more effectively. 

If your neighborhood does have a crime watch committee, 
get actively involved in the organization. Don’t join up in the 
hopes of convincing the other members to turn the organization 
into an armed militia. Don’t even suggest to anyone that the 
organization should do that. Don’t ask if anyone objects to your 
carrying your legally licensed weapon while you engage in watch 
committee activities. Just do it. If you are asked if you are carry- 
ing a firearm, state the truth without apology. 

As I've indicated above, as long as the watch committee is 
helping the police sweep the drug pushers, prostitutes, and 
teenage gangs off the street, it will serve a useful crime-pre- 
vention purpose, and you should be part of it. However, as 
soon as a truly violent crime problem develops, you will find 
some of the watch committee participants willing to listen 
when you discuss the possibility that those on the committee 
who can legally bear arms ought to organize a new, separate 
group that, instead of watching crime happen, will bear arms 
with the intention of preventing it. 

If you keep advertising yourself quietly in your conversa- 
tions with friends, neighbors, and associates as a citizen who 
owns and carries a firearm for self-protection, you will even- 
tually identify everyone else who does that, or approves of 
people doing that, and who may even be considering doing 
so for his or her own self-defense. 

Once you have identified a few people like that—and it 
doesn’t have to be very many—you are ready to take the next 
step toward organizing a citizen self-defense group. 
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nce you have found a few good people living in 
your neighborhood who share your attitude, you 
want to make an informal agreement among your- 
selves to come to each other's defense in the event that one 
of you comes under criminal attack. 
Anyone you invite to participate in such an informal 
alliance should meet the following qualifications: 


* must own and be trained in the use of firearms appropri- 
ate for self-defense 

¢ must have a license to carry concealed weapons if such 
licenses are granted by local law enforcement 

¢ must be trustworthy, emotionally stable, and law abiding 


You don’t want to make this a formal organization fora 
variety of legal and public relations reasons. It should be a 
collection of friends who agree to help each other out in the 
event of a crime emergency, who know how to get hold of 
each other quickly, and who get together every so often to dis- 
cuss the neighborhood crime situation. 

This is not the time to announce to the neighborhood or 
anyone who doesn’t share your attitude what you are doing. 
As a small, vulnerable group, you don’t want to attract atten- 
tion, and you definitely don’t want to start referring to your- 
selves as a vigilante gang or block militia. 


EXPANDING THE RING OF SECURITY 


Now that there are three or four or maybe five of you, you 
can start working together to expand the ring of security out- 
ward from your immediate homes. 

Your primary purpose in this informal organization is to 
provide protective backup to each other as you go about the 
daily chores of living, chores that in a civilized society would 
be ordinary, safe activities, but which have been turned into 
deadly games of danger because of the violent criminals. The 
kinds of things that you do to help each other out will depend 
on what kind of neighborhood you live in and what the crime 
situation is. Here are a few suggestions. 

Anytime one of you goes out at night for a legitimate pur- 
pose, such as exercising the dog, walking a couple of blocks 
to buy some aspirin, or driving to a bank to use an ATM, you 
call an armed buddy to go with you. You might want to sched- 
ule such activities—e.g., you all agree that you'll do your 
neighborhood errands between 8:00 and 9:00 o’clock each 
evening or walk the dogs at 9:30. 

If your children have to walk through a high-crime area to 
go to school, take turns escorting them. 

The local newspaper recently carried a tragic story ofa 
father in New York City who was concerned about the safety 
of his child who had to walk through a high-crime area every 
day to go to school. The father arranged his working schedule 
so he could walk his son to and from school. Less than a week 
later, a mugger attacked the father in front of his son and 
killed the man. 

This happened in New York City where the unjust and 
unconstitutional laws of the city prohibited the father from 
doing what those of us who live in the free territory of 
America can do: carry arms to defend against muggers. But 
if that father and three or four other fathers had escorted 
their children, carrying whatever kind of weapon would be 
legal in New York City—perhaps baseball bats or cans of 
oven cleaner—the mugger would have never tried the 
attack. 
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Make sure there are at least two of you every time you do 
something that criminals have made a dangerous pastime. 

The more ordinary activities that the criminals have 
turned into dangerous activities, the more you must become 
a member of a unified group of people who can count on each 
other's help. 


THE BASIC RULES OF A CITIZEN’S DEFENSE ALLIANCE 


As you back each other up, you must establish a few basic 
rules that will continue to apply no matter how big the orga- 
nization eventually grows. 

You want to be alert for developing trouble and avoid it, 
you want to call for police help as soon as possible, you want 
to give clear warning that you are armed if trouble approach- 
es, and you want to display weapons without threatening to 
use them when there is a chance such a display will discour- 
age an attack. 


Don't Go Looking for Trouble 
Don't deliberately confront suspected criminals or street 
gang members. Don’t tempt criminals by acting careless and 
don’t try to entice a criminal attack. You walk the streets look- 
ing like you know where you are going and what is happening 
around you because you want to avoid crime. 


If You Can Escape Trouble by Retreating, Do So 

Cross a street to avoid a confrontation with a street gang, an 
obnoxious drunk, or someone who looks suspicious. Any time 
you and your group find yourselves outnumbered by young 
thugs who are marching in your direction, retreat. Don’t be 
afraid to call the cops at the first threat of criminal activity. If 
some street gang starts a shoot-out that doesn’t directly 
involve you, take cover, prepare to defend yourselves, but hold 
your fire unless someone is pointing a weapon at you. 


Don’t Mess in Other People’s Business—Even if It’s illegal 
The sole purpose of your association should be to ensure 
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the safety of the members of the group from violent crime. 
Leave it up to the police to sweep the streets clean of vice, 
drugs, and street gangs. 


Don’t Play Cop 

Don’t chase people down the street. Don’t try to hunt 
down criminals who have committed a crime and gotten 
away. If you see someone suspicious entering a house or any 
other evidence of a crime in progress, call the police, then 
observe and remember so you can be a good witness. 

Stumbling onto a violent crime in progress presents a spe- 
cial problem, especially if it appears some stranger may be in 
deadly danger. Although you shouldn't just stand and watch 
as a street gang beats a little old man toa pulp, you take ona 
legal as well as a personal risk when you get involved ina 
crime in progress. How much you and your friends do will 
depend upon the circumstances and your good judgment. If 
you are outnumbered by the criminals, you don’t want to get 
directly involved unless your lives or the lives of your family 
are threatened, especially if you have reason to believe the 
criminals are carrying firearms. (Nowadays, that will include 
just about anyone committing a crime on a street.) 

If you are attacked by a criminal, call the police if possible, 
then limit your actions to organized retreat or stationary self- 
defense until the police arrive. 


Do Plan How Each Member Is Supposed to Act 
When Responding to a Criminal Attack 
Talk this through until there is general agreement on how 
you will respond in any crime situation that might develop. 
Use specific examples of violent crimes that occur in your 
neighborhood as a base of discussion for how you each 
would have reacted if you had been involved. 


Do Support Your Local Police 
Although you shouldn't confront or attempt to interrupt 
drug dealers, prostitutes, or people conducting fencing oper- 
ations, report what you see to the police. You can take down 
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license plate numbers, report descriptions, offer to look at 
mug shots, or do anything else that might help solve a crime 
you witness. 


Do Play Good Samaritan 

This is the opposite of the advice we gave for the lone per- 
son traveling through a high-crime area. Once you have back- 
up, you can do a good deed, such as directing a person to an 
address he’s looking for, telling someone the time, helping a 
distressed motorist, or checking out the man lying face down 
on the street to determine whether he is a drunk or the victim 
of a heart attack. 

Good Samaritans saved lives during the Los Angeles 
street riots, but if there had been well-armed Good 
Samaritans walking the streets in groups of four or five, more 
lives would have been saved. 


Do Guard the Voluntary Nature of Your Alliance 

You want an alliance of equal partners, not a quasi-mili- 
tary organization with someone giving orders to everyone 
else. Every time you do something together, every participant 
should be joining in because he wants to help and wants the 
security of joint protection. If someone doesn’t want to par- 
ticipate in some activity, don’t try to shame him or force him 
to come along. Expect that your little group of organized self- 
defenders will expand and shrink as people come and go. 
Consider the group to be much like a car pool. Everyone is 
along for the ride for as long as the car pool is going where 
they want to go. 


Don’t Take Advantage of Other Members 

Most friendships end when one person starts taking 
advantage of the other. The fact that you have regularly gone 
fishing with six friends for the last 10 years doesn’t give you 
the right to demand that they all show up to help you paint 
your house. Because you know that a fellow self-defender will 
tisk his life helping defend you from a criminal attack doesn’t 
give you the right to demand that he let you use his car, loan 
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you money until payday, or baby-sit your kids. He may well be 
such a good friend that he will do those kind of things, but if 
he refuses, don’t take that to mean that you can’t trust him in 
a mutual-defense pact. 

I've got one friend I go hunting with every year but almost 
never see for the other nine months. I've got another hunting 
friend I see at least once a week, whom my kids call if they can’t 
reach me or their mother, and who works with me ina half 
dozen different cooperative efforts including an annual duck- 
raising project. I've got a neighbor with whom I share no com- 
mon interest other than guns and self-defense. Yet all three of 
those men are part of my own informal defense alliance. 

Although you shouldn’t demand that members of your 
defense alliance help you in other ways, as you work together 
ensuring your safety from criminal attack, you will find that 
cooperation in self-defense produces a good basis for friend- 
ship and community adhesion. Indeed, the need for mutual 
self-defense has been the historical basis of the community 
throughout human history. When people complain that no 
one has a sense of community, anymore, the answer is that 
the best way to regain a sense of community is to organize to 
defend the community from criminals. 


Don’t Get Involved in Personal Disputes and Troubles 

If one of your group’s members has a fight with a local 
merchant, an argument with an ex-spouse, a dispute with a 
neighbor over a fence line, or an ongoing quarrel with a land- 
lord, you don’t want to allow him to use the alliance as an 
implied threat against those who have a legal dispute with 
him. You especially want to avoid getting involved in domes- 
tic disputes. 


Do Let Others Take Advantage 
of the Protection You Are Providing 
As your small group keeps crime from happening to any of 
you, other citizens in the neighborhood are going to recog- 
nize what is going on. Some of them will want to become part 
of it even though they do not own firearms. 


Say for example, that a group of six of you have agreed to 
walk all your children to school every day with three of you 
doing the job in the morning and three in the evening. I'll 
guarantee that within a week you'll find several more kids tag- 
ging along. You may see their mothers pushing them out the 
door and telling them to stay close to your group. Welcome 
them to come along. If one of the mothers wants to come, 
too, put her to work watching the kids, keeping them in line, 
out of fights, and off the grass while the armed members of 
the group keep alert for more serious problems. 


Do Accept All Help Offered 

Not everyone wants to carry a firearm, and, indeed, many 
people probably shouldn't. As your neighborhood self- 
defense alliance grows bigger, there will be people who want 
to fit under the protective cover you and your associates are 
providing. Let them do anything they can to help protect the 
neighborhood. Old people can sit by the phone, ready to call 
the cops. People who own cellular phones can serve as com- 
munications operators, and mothers who stay at home dur- 
ing the day can establish safe havens for children. 


Don’t Turn into a Gang 
Most street gangs probably got started as self-defense 
alliances, albeit on a teenage level. They became gangs when 
someone appointed himself the leader, then started ordering the 
others to do things that have nothing to do with self-defense. 


SELECTED DEFENSE ALLIANCE SCENARIOS 


The informal self-defense alliance can cover almost any 
social and geographical situation. Several people in a large 
apartment building might join in such an alliance. For 
example, three or four women might agree that any time 
one of them wants to use the apartment’s laundry room, at 
least two of them will first check it out together to make 
sure a rapist isn’t hiding there. The same women might set 
up some kind of alarm system using the telephone or noth- 
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ing more than a police whistle to call for help during the 
middle of the night. 

Four or five people who ride to work on the same bus or 
commuter train could form a self-defense alliance to cover 
each other while they are all together on public transporta- 
tion. They could plan and discuss the specific tactics for deal- 
ing with muggers and fanny grabbers as well as some maniac 
like the man who recently shot so many people on a com- 
muter train in New York. 

If there had been such a self-defense alliance group on 
that train, the criminal wouldn't have killed nearly as many 
people. I know, it was New York, where honest, decent people 
can't legally carry firearms. But in such situations, there is 
even more reason for citizens to form self-defense alliances in 
which each member carries some kind of weapon that has not 
yet been declared illegal. If five men had each been carrying a 
half pound of lead in their pockets, they could have knocked 
out the man with a gun by throwing lead dive weights at him. 

Every small business owner in America ought to be 
involved with the other business owners located in his neigh- 
borhood in an informal defense alliance. If every armed rob- 
ber in America knew that if he shot down some cashier to 
steal $50 he was going to have to fight through four or five 
armed merchants from neighboring stores on the way to his 
getaway car, armed robbery would become the same rare 
event that it was in the town in southern Utah where my 
grandfather spent his entire life. Such a small-business 
defense alliance would also help the members to resist crimi- 
nal extortion and protection schemes. 

People who regularly use jogging paths, biking trails, or 
other recreational facilities such as theaters, beaches or 
pools, and coliseums or stadiums could form defense 
alliances while engaged in such activities. 

Look at your own life. Look at how you spend your days, 
when you are at home or at work, the kinds of things you do for 
recreation, and decide when the most dangerous situations con- 
front you. Then look around and ask yourself who does the same 
kinds of things you do at the same time of day. Talk to them and 
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find out if any of them share your attitudes about self-defense, 
then propose you form a self-defense alliance. 

An active individual who spends parts of his day in an 
office and health club, more of his day at home, and every 
weekend at a campground or on a golf course might belong to 
four different defense alliances varying in size from just him 
and one other up to a home defense alliance that includes 10 
different families. 

You are responsible for your own self-defense against 
crime. You can best meet that responsibility by cooperating 
with others who live in your neighborhood, who work with 
you or near you, or who play in the same places you do. 


DEALING WITH THE POLICE 


If you and a small group of friends regularly get together for 
the purpose of self-defense when you engage in a public activity, 
you will sooner or later have contact with the local police 
authorities. That will come sooner if you report to the police 
when you observe illegal activities such as drug dealing. You will 
have immediate contact with a whole lot of police personnel if 
you have to use your weapons to defend yourselves. 

When the police first focus their attention on your group, 
they are going to be suspicious. You can best put that suspi- 
cion to rest by acting in a friendly, courteous manner whenev- 
er you have any reason to talk with a police officer. 

Don’t volunteer information. Do answer direct questions 
in the shortest, most direct manner possible. 

“Why do I see you guys walking by together every night at 
this time?” 

“We all have to buy a few things at the shopping mall most 
nights. We enjoy the company we provide each other.” 

“You're not some kind of vigilante group out looking 
for trouble?” 

“Of course not.” 

If a cop asks if you are armed, tell him you are licensed to 
carry concealed weapons and show him your permits. 
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have any need to do anything more to keep safe 

from crime than what I have already suggested. 
There are, however, many Americans who live in places where 
the criminals are no longer scared of the armed citizen ready 
to defend himself. In such places, criminals have taken over 
the streets. They don’t fear the police, the courts, or the jails. 
Worst of all, criminals don’t fear the victims because the 
politicians and the self-appointed community leaders have 
turned the victims into sheep by teaching them that they 
must not fight back when attacked. 

If you live where street gangs rule and even your children 
decide that they have no choice but to join a gang or die, it’s 
going to take a lot more courage than just arming yourself 
and finding a few neighbors willing to arm and defend them- 
selves alongside you. 

We have crime ghettos in America where killings are so 
common that the single man trying to defend his family will 
die with his firearm in his hands the first time he tries to use it 
in self-defense. Two or three friends won't help much either. 
In many sections of the big cities of America, the only time 
peace descends for a few moments is when a platoon-size 
force of heavily armed police move through the streets in an 
occasional show of force. 

The police never stay for long, and as soon as they leave, 


Mis of the people who read this book will never 


the criminals are back on the street, sporting their uniforms 
of bandannas, leather motorcycle jackets, and ugly tattoos, 
and carrying enough firepower to conquer a small country. 

If you live in such a place, you have three choices: 


1. You can move out. For many of you, poverty makes that 
impossible; others have jobs they can’t afford to give up 
or their life savings invested in homes purchased in bet- 
ter days. 

2. You can live in fear and misery and watch your children 
die young. 

3. | Youcan organize the good people around you into a local 
militia and take the city streets back from the criminals. 


THE NEXT STEP IN SELF-DEFENSE: 
AN ORGANIZATION OF ARMED CITIZENS 


The purpose of an armed-citizen self-defense commit- 
tee—what could also be called a local militia—is not to catch 
criminals and take vengeance on them. The purpose is to stop 
crime from happening by legally occupying the streets in suf- 
ficient strength that a criminal will not be able to find and 
attack his victim without serious risk to his own life and free- 
dom. You want to create a situation in which every time a 
criminal goes looking for a victim, he risks encountering an 
armed citizen who will fight back with deadly force and who is 
backed up by other armed citizens. 

If criminals foolishly attack the armed volunteers, you will 
defend yourselves with your arms in a legal manner. If you 
observe or gather information on criminal activities, you will 
turn it over to the appropriate police agency for action. If you 
observe a violent crime in progress, you will summon the 
police, then interrupt the crime if necessary to save the victim 
from serious injury or death. If possible, you will take the 
criminal caught in the act prisoner to be turned over to the 
police when they arrive on the scene. 

You want to make the professional criminal fear for his life 
and his freedom every time he picks his next victim. You want 
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to make it so difficult for the criminal to find a safe victim that 
he can no longer support himself and his vicious habits by 
crime. You want him so frightened of dying or getting caught 
that he either gives up his profession or moves out of your 
neighborhood. 


HOW ARMED-CITIZEN VOLUNTEERS CAN STOP CRIME 


Dealing with Street Gangs 

A neighborhood street gang gathers in the same area 
every night to talk, fight, and sell a bit of dope. There have 
been drive-by shootings when rival gangs came cruising 
down the street to settle disputes over territory. Fifty 
armed volunteers, all carrying legal weapons, spread out 
through the area where the gang congregates. The volun- 
teers station themselves in positions where they can take 
cover, but where they can be seen by the gang members. 
The volunteers stay alert and on the street for as long as 
the gang is in the area. The volunteers do not confront the 
gang members, and they give ground if the gang members 
try to confront or intimidate them. Several volunteers carry 
still and video cameras and take pictures and footage of 
the gang’s illegal activities. The volunteers also take pic- 
tures of any customers who arrive to buy dope and copy 
down license numbers of any suspicious-looking cars. The 
volunteers turn over all such evidence to the police along 
with eyewitness accounts of criminal activity. 

If any gang member attempts to intimidate one or more of 
the volunteers, all the other volunteers take positions that 
make it obvious they will defend the man being confronted if 
violence breaks out. 

If a gang member physically assaults a volunteer, enough 
volunteers move in to overpower the gang member and make 
a citizen’s arrest. If any gang member draws and points a 
weapon at any volunteer, other volunteers open fire in a con- 
trolled manner, aiming only at gang members displaying 
weapons, while ensuring that no innocent bystanders are 
caught in the line of fire. 
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Stopping a Neighborhood Crime Wave 

An urban neighborhood has a high crime rate of mug- 
gings, car thefts, and rapes, as well as the usual drug dealers, 
prostitutes, and illegal gamblers. Sixty armed citizens orga- 
nize and begin putting an armed presence on the neighbor- 
hood streets in pairs of two with at least four pairs of armed 
volunteers on the streets during the busy periods of the day 
and night. Each pair of armed citizens carries a CB hand 
radio, and another volunteer staffs a communications center 
from where he or she monitors the activities of the volunteers 
on patrol and relays to the police any reports of acrime in 
progress that the other volunteers radio in. The volunteers do 
not patrol like cops on a beat would patrol, but try to blend 
into the street community by loafing on corners, sitting on 
doorsteps, window shopping, and joking with store owners. 
Although the criminals do learn what is happening, because 
there is a different group of volunteers on the street every day, 
they are never quite sure who is an armed citizen and who is a 
potential victim. On the other hand, the armed citizens soon 
identify the neighborhood bad apples and begin tracking 
their movements whenever they appear. 

During the first two weeks, four different volunteers are 
attacked by criminals intent on a mugging. In each case, the 
criminal is captured and turned over to the police. The volun- 
teers also witness more than a dozen other crimes, including 
two in which they make citizen's arrests in order to save a vic- 
tim from serious injury. The police, acting on information and 
witness accounts provided by volunteers, make arrests in 
almost all the other criminal cases. The crime rate plummets 
as the professional criminals leave the neighborhood to look 
for a territory where there is no armed-citizen committee. 


Convenience Store Robbery 
There have been a rash of late-night robberies of conve- 
nience and liquor stores in the neighborhood. Fifty armed 
volunteers are divided up into 10 squads, and a watch roster 
is set up to cover each of the neighborhood convenience 
stores. As many of the volunteers as possible carry CB band 
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radios so everyone can be kept apprised. If a criminal 
attempts a robbery, the volunteers at the scene immediately 
call the police, then move into defense positions to catch the 
criminal as he attempts to flee. The volunteers do not open 
fire unless someone is under deadly attack. 


School Yard Crime 

Young children report that gangs of older kids are stealing 
their lunch money and that other older kids are selling drugs 
near the school. Crime-stoppers stake out the main ap- 
proaches to the school and watch what happens as the kids 
come and go as well as when the children are playing at 
recess. The volunteers intervene if any older children harass 
younger children as they go to and from school. The volun- 
teers record any incidents of nonviolent crime they witness 
and turn the information and photo evidence over to the local 
police. If any teenage thug draws a weapon and threatens 
another child or one of the volunteers, the situation is han- 
dled under the standing legal rules of engagement. 


Taking Back a Public Playground 

The only public playground in a neighborhood has been 
taken over by a motorcycle gang. None of the neighborhood 
children dare play there any more. A group of volunteers that 
is at least three times as numerous as the gang of thugs 
spreads out through the park, preferably a half hour or so 
before the thugs usually congregate. When the gang mem- 
bers arrive, the volunteers keep watch and record criminal 
activity. The volunteers don’t start trouble, but do defend 
themselves with legal self-defense action. 

The gang will soon look for another meeting place in a dif- 
ferent part of town. The volunteers continue to occupy the 
playground, although in smaller numbers, while parents are 
encouraged to allow their children to once again play there. 


Defending against Racial Threats 
A neighborhood family is threatened by racists who burn a 
cross on the family’s lawn and throw rocks through their win- 


A WELL-REGULATED LOCAL MILITIA 


dows at night. Volunteers establish a round-the-clock watch 
on the house, with several volunteers taking positions in 
parked cars or other locations where they have an open view 
of the threatened family. The volunteers on guard have com- 
munication capability that allows them to call the police as 
soon as any suspicious characters appear. If anyone does 
show up, the volunteers make their presence known, but take 
no action unless the suspicious characters commit a violent 
crime. Then volunteers take photos, write down license num- 
bers, and call the police. 


Watching for a Serial Rapist 

A serial rapist has attacked a dozen women in the area 
surrounding the neighborhood of a 30-member volunteer 
defense committee. The committee sets up a schedule in 
which 10 of the members are on the street during the 
night, patrolling in sets of two and using CB radios to 
keep in constant communication. They patrol in random 
patterns in a way in which no one watching can predict 
where they will be at any moment during the night. They 
do this for six weeks. 

The rapes continue to occur in nearby neighborhoods, but 
none happen in the area where the volunteers are patrolling. 
The volunteers reduce the number of men on patrol on any 
given night to four, but again without establishing patterns. 
They do this for six months when the police finally catch the 
rapist only two blocks outside the area protected by the com- 
mittee. During that time, the committee triples its member- 
ship, and the law-abiding citizens in two other neighbor- 
hoods form their own vigilance committees. 

With so many new members, the original vigilance com- 
mittee decides to continue the night patrols with no member 
having to walk a patrol more than once every two weeks. The 
once high crime-rate of burglaries, rapes, and muggings in 
the neighborhood drops to near zero figures even though the 
volunteers never witness a crime or confront a criminal. 

As an unexpected bonus, there is also a sharp drop in 
domestic violence in the neighborhood. 
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A Natural Disaster 

Tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, and unnatural 
disasters such as an industrial explosion, accidental release 
of toxic chemicals, or a nuclear radiation disaster bring out 
both the best and the worst in humanity. Most people will 
immediately concentrate their efforts on saving the lives of 
their neighbors and doing everything possible to preserve the 
valuables and the property of those who have been damaged 
by the disaster. Every such disaster always provides a long list 
of stories of heroism in which ordinary people risk, and some- 
times lose, their lives in attempts to save the lives and prop- 
erty of strangers. 

Unfortunately, there are those who see a disaster as an 
opportunity for robbery and pillage and who will take advan- 
tage of the situation to settle old angers, steal from the weak, 
or satisfy their sexual urges in the foulest manner. 

A local militia or vigilance committee can play a critical role 
in the aftermath of a disaster by protecting the lives, health, and 
belongings of the entire community. If there is no existing 
armed-citizen self-defense committee, disasters often make 
them necessary. Several such groups were organized following 
the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew in Florida, and they are cred- 
ited with being responsible for keeping the occurrence of loot- 
ings remarkably low in the days following the hurricane. 

Every community self-defense group should plan and pre- 
pare for taking immediate action in the event of a natural dis- 
aster. Assembling points, communication networks, and 
warning systems should be set up well in advance of any such 
disaster. Following the disaster, the first priority is the rescue 
of those in danger and the treatment of the wounded. Then 
the vigilance committee can put into effect plans for armed 
patrolling to prevent looting and crimes of violence that so 
often occur when the police are overwhelmed with the prob- 
lems associated with any disaster. 


Riots 


No one can stop a natural disaster; most of them can’t even 
be predicted. It’s easy to stop a riot if there is an organized force 


that is ready to move into action the moment a riot is born but 
before it can spread. There is a lot of evidence that the Los 
Angeles riot in 1992 resulted from a deliberate decision by 
police commanders to withdraw from an area at the critical 
point when they should have been squelching the riot. 

If one out of every 100 honest, law-abiding citizens who 
lived in South Central Los Angeles had been a volunteer in an 
armed-citizen vigilance committee, the riot would have never 
developed into the horror it did. Even without being orga- 
nized, many honest citizens in Los Angeles did risk their lives 
to save others. 

High-crime residential areas are where riots are most likely 
to explode. As the Los Angeles riots so vividly demonstrated, 
such riots cause the most tragedy in the places where they 
begin. Therefore, every armed vigilance committee should 
have detailed contingency plans for responding to reports of 
angry crowds gathering in the streets with a potential for an 
all-out riot. Each volunteer should have a specific assignment 
he or she is to cover in the event of a riot, perhaps a shopping 
center, a busy intersection, or an emergency command com- 
munications center. Armed volunteers should direct their 
energies to the following priorities, listed in descending order: 


protecting their own family and property from rioters 
protecting potential innocent victims from riot violence 
stopping arson 

protecting local merchants from looters and armed 
criminals 

e — stopping vandalism 


Crime in Your Neighborhood 

How many police patrol your neighborhood on foot? In 
most cities, none. It’s too expensive to put a police officer on 
foot patrol. The cops who do patrol your neighborhood prob- 
ably don’t live there. They don’t know who the honest citizens 
are, which kids are getting straight As in school, and which 
kids dropped out of eighth grade. You do, and so do your 
friends. Would you rather pay lots more tax money to put 
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cops on the street who can’t do the job the way it’s supposed 
to be done, or would you rather give up a few hours a week to 
make your neighborhood safe from crime? 

Instead of hiding in your home and watching cop shows 
on TV, examine the crime situation in your neighborhood, 
decide how many honest citizens you need to solve the prob- 
lem, then get them organized to do the job that only you and 
they can do. 


Protecting against Intimidation 

Professional criminals will almost certainly try to intimidate 
self-defense volunteers once they understand what is happen- 
ing. They will follow standard divide-and-conquer tactics, hitting 
known volunteers when they are alone. This is why it's of critical 
importance that the citizens committee have a communication 
system that allows rapid alerts and quick mustering to protect 
one another as well as to call the police at the first evidence of 
violent criminal activity. When specific threats are made against 
a single individual, volunteers will want to set up a watch on the 
individual and his home so that criminal attempts can be dealt 
with as they occur. 


TAKING THE FIRST STEPS 
BEFORE YOU GET ORGANIZED 


Before you can recruit and organize others to sweep 
crime out of your neighborhood, you have to make the deci- 
sion that you are responsible and that you must take whatev- 
er risks are necessary to stop the crime wave. You must first 
arm yourself to the best of your ability, get trained in the 
safe use of those arms, and make this a family project. Then 
you must find others who have taken those same steps and 
who share your view. 

When you have that beginning, then you can join together 
in a more formal organization. 

It doesn’t take a lot of people to jump from an informal 
defense alliance to a more formalized armed vigilance self- 
defense committee. It just takes a decision in which you all 


agree that you are going to do more than just defend your- 
selves against crime; you are going to go out and push the 
criminals off the street. 

The formalized local militia may be the next step ina 
growing informal self-defense alliance, or it may grow out of a 
situation in which one of those unarmed neighborhood 
watch committees or a crime-stoppers group realizes that 
peaceful resistance and trust in the police is not going to get 
the job done. 


YOU WILL BE THE NEW PIONEERS 


You won't be able to look for many modern examples as you 
organize the law-abiding, armed citizens of your community to 
take back the streets. You will meet strong opposition from 
political leaders and poverty pimps who don’t want you and 
your neighbors to take control of your own lives and the safety of 
your own streets. Those who will try to stop you will be the same 
people who won your votes with claims that they would protect 
you from crime and poverty, but who are keeping you and your 
children on the welfare rolls and dependent upon them. 

Because there will be so many people who will try to stop 
you, including the politicians who control the police, you will 
want to keep your initial organizational efforts quiet. You 
want to exercise some constraint in giving your organization a 
name. Don't use the words vigilance, vigilante, or militia in 
your organization's name, and don't refer to yourselves as a 
militia or a vigilance committee in any public announce- 
ments. Don’t call yourselves the “Killer Sharks,” “Defense 
Terrors,” or any other set of words designed to make people 
fear you. Use titles like “Neighborhood Watch,” “Friends for 
Peace,” “Citizen’s Assistance Alliance,” “Parents against Street 
Crime,” or similar phrases that emphasize the desire fora 
peaceful, crime-free existence. 

There are only a few examples in the last 60 years of peo- 
ple organizing for self-defense and acquiring arms to defend 
themselves in the process. They include the Black Panthers, 
the Islamic Nation, the followers of Malcolm X, and several 
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white racist groups. Also, what are now considered criminal 
organizations, for example, the Mafia, started as self-defense 
organizations. Many of the gangs responsible for much of the 
street violence began as attempts by young teenagers to pro- 
tect themselves from marauding bands of toughs from nearby 
neighborhoods. The same history is found in the origins of 
the motorcycle gangs. We can also point to several examples 
of ethnic and religious groups who have armed themselves 
and organized for self-defense. They include David Koresh’s 
Branch Davidians. 

Most of those modern examples were fatally flawed in that 
they were either taken over by strong personalities who used 
the organization for their own selfish advantage, or once they 
had established their initial goal of personal safety, they 
began to use their new-found power to enrich themselves 
through criminal enterprises such as protection rackets, nar- 
cotics, prostitution, gambling, and extortion. 

There is always a danger that any armed group that starts 
out as a legitimate self-defense allegiance will become a self- 
perpetuating criminal activity once the leaders get a taste of 
the power that comes with holding a firearm. 

There are a few modern self-defense groups that have 
worked. The neighborhood groups organized in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Andrew in Florida to protect their homes and 
belongings are a good example. As we reported earlier, when 
we look back, we can find lots of examples of armed vigilance 
groups that worked throughout America during the nine- 
teenth century. 


THE RULES FOR SUCCESS 


To prevent the fatal flaw that can turn a self-defense orga- 
nization into a criminal enterprise, you should only partici- 
pate in, or help organize, a self-defense protection group that 
abides by the following rules. 


Don't Break Any Laws 
You are law-abiding citizens who have organized to protect 
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yourselves from criminal attack. Carry only legal arms. Don’t 
attempt to entrap or entice people to commit crimes. Don’t 
interfere in legal activities, not even one you think is harmful to 
society. For example, if the local Ku Klux Klan gets a permit to 
parade through your neighborhood, don’t try to stop them, or 
even argue with them. Let the police handle it, or if your vigi- 
lance committee decides they must turn up on the street to keep 
a riot from developing, understand that the Constitution 
requires that you defend the marching hate group, not the mob 
trying to stop them from making their march. 


Call the Police Immediately 

The reason you organize and take to the streets is 
because the police don’t have the manpower to protect the 
community at all times. When crime happens, the volun- 
teers’ sole purpose should be to protect lives and property 
until the police can arrive on the scene. What you hope to 
achieve by putting an armed presence on the street is to 
discourage criminals from committing crimes for the same 
reasons that they won’t if the police are in the area. You 
don’t chase criminals down an alley unless you have wit- 
nessed them rape or attempt to commit murder, and you 
don’t shoot at fleeing criminals. 

As soon as you call the police, every volunteer who is not 
in immediate danger of criminal attack must put his or her 
weapons back under cover. If you are holding a weapon when 
the police arrive, put it down immediately, and follow every 
order the police give. If the police want to arrest you, don’t 
resist and don’t argue. Call a lawyer and let him fight it out in 
the courts. 


Participation Must Be Voluntary 
No one should be forced or even pressured to join any 
armed citizen defense organization. Anyone should be free to 
leave the organization any time they want, or be able to 
refuse to participate in any activity they don’t think is safe or 
appropriate. The best guarantee against the excesses of 
armed groups is to keep them free associations. 


All Members Must Provide 
Their Own Arms and Equipment 

This doesn’t mean you can’t let someone participate 
because he can’t afford the hand-held citizen band radio the 
rest of you have agreed to carry while on a street patrol. But it 
does mean that such a person should be assigned some duty 
he or she can do without having to communicate with the 
others on patrol. 


Each Member Is Responsible for His or Her Own Actions 
Each member must understand that they are still respon- 
sible for their own actions and that if they commit any crime, 
including a crime that occurs during a self-defense situation, 
they cannot expect sympathy or help from other volunteers. 
There must never be a “law of silence” that prohibits volun- 


teers from testifying against another volunteer who has com- 
mitted a crime. 


Do Elect Leaders but Don’t Give 
Them Power to Command Others 

This is where everyone of those examples we mentioned 
above eventually went wrong. As soon as you give some lead- 
er the power to command others, you guarantee that leader's 
eventual corruption. The only role of the leader is to plan and 
suggest operations and to lead people who are willing to fol- 
low. Each member must be free to do, or refuse to do, what 
the leader suggests. 

This is true democracy in action. For example, the leader 
might propose that 100 people show up carrying their legal 
arms on Saturday night at a public park that a street gang has 
occupied. If only 90 of the 100 members agree to do that, the 
leader must then decide whether or not 90 people are 
enough, or he must cancel the show of strength. He can 
cajole, beg, and argue in an effort to convince the other 10 to 
join in, but he cannot threaten or punish. The difference 
between a government commanding people to obey the law 
or go to jail and citizens working together is forcible compli- 
ance with orders. If you want a government to solve your 
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street-crime problem, you don’t need to form a new one. Call 
the one you already have. 


Don’t Collect Dues or Accept Contributions 
Don't have a treasury, bank account, or even a drawerful of 
cash. The successful voluntary organization must depend only 
on donations in service, time, and kind. If your organization 
must pay for something (e.g., rent on a meeting room, time at a 
firing range, or to publish a public announcement), ask volun- 
teers who are willing to pay the bill or part of the bill, 


Don’t Use the Committee for Anything 
Other Than Community Self-Defense 
Once you are part of an organization that is actually 
achieving its goal of pushing violent crime out of the commu- 
nity, you will find a flood of self-styled community leaders 
coming around to ask for the organization’s help in achieving 
other community goals. They will want to enlist you to help 
clean up garbage, sign up voters, recycle trash, help rebuild a 
community center, buy a booth at the firemen’s ball, circulate 
petitions for ballot initiatives, and even help elect some can- 
didate who swears he'll support self-defense measures. If 
your members want to help out with those kind of activities, 
they are free to do so, but not as members of the community 
self-defense committee. 


Don’t Expand Beyond the Immediate Neighborhood 

Volunteer groups work best in small sizes. You want a 
group small enough that every volunteer knows and recog- 
nizes every other member. You don’t want more than 100 or 
so volunteers. If it grows bigger than that, divide up the group 
into two separate territories. The leaders from each new 
group can work together so that each group can help the 
other out in case of emergency. You will also want to coordi- 
nate planning for dealing with disasters or street riots with 
any other citizen-defense groups providing security for near- 
by neighborhoods. But keep your group no bigger thana 
combat company size. 
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Don’t Expect the Committee to 
Last Once the Danger Has Passed 

These kind of community self-defense organizations 
should be temporary in nature. The rules above will ensure 
that they will be exactly that. Once you have driven the vio- 
lent criminals from your neighborhood, most people, even 
those who committed the most time and effort and risked the 
most in terms of possible injury, will want to get on with their 
own lives. 

Governments have permanent standing armies of people 
who do nothing but wait for the next war. That’s one of the 
reasons governments so often go astray. Leaders who have 
standing armies can’t resist putting those armies to work 
doing something that will add glory to their name. 

Communities don’t need permanent militias; they only 
need people willing to volunteer for as long as is necessary. In 
a voluntary organization like we are describing, the members 
will make that decision about when it’s time to disband, not 
the leader. If you are the elected leader and no one comes to 
your meetings anymore, that means either that you have suc- 
ceeded in what you set out to do or you are such a failure as a 
leader that you have no business doing anything more than 
protecting yourself and your family. 

When the streets are safe again, people will go back to 
protecting themselves from the occasional lone criminal and 
relying on close neighbors to provide necessary backup. 


A WELL-REGULATED LOCAL MILITIA 


the only way to solve the crime problem in your 

neighborhood is by organizing an armed-citizen 
defense committee, you face the usual problems of any com- 
munity project. You will have to find a place for regular meet- 
ings; elect officers; draw up rules and regulations; and main- 
tain a list of active volunteers with names, addresses, phone 
numbers, and information on each volunteer's special train- 
ing, abilities, experience, and equipment. 


O nce you and other neighbors have recognized that 


RECRUITING ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS 


Every organization starts out with fewer people than are 
needed to do the job. Use word of mouth and personal con- 
tacts to swell your ranks during the initial recruiting phase. 
The best volunteer organizations are ones that are made up 
of old friends and friends of old friends who know and trust 
each other and who are committed to the idea that only the 
victims can stop crime. The only way to recruit such members 
is by personal contact and word of mouth. 

Life in our cities has turned so mean that people often 
don’t know their neighbors. If you want to do something to 
defeat crime, it’s time to start meeting some of your neigh- 
bors for the first time. Knock on doors and introduce your- 
self. Don’t immediately announce that you're looking fora 


few good vigilantes. Tell them about your concerns and 
fears about the neighborhood crime problem and let them 
tell you their fears. Ask them for their ideas on how to solve 
crime in the street and listen to what they say. Instead of 
telling them what you are planning, ask them what they 
think about self-protection, firearms, and community 
cooperation. 

Wait until you are sure that they agree with the basic 
principles of the Constitutional right to bear arms for per- 
sonal defense before you start talking about armed-citizen 
self-defense. 


DON’T ARGUE! 


Listen politely to opinions and express your own as sim- 
ply as possible. Remember, you are trying to find people who 
share your opinions, not convert people who don’t agree with 
you. Volunteering to serve in an armed militia or a vigilance 
committee is dangerous. You want only willing, enthusiastic 
volunteers. If you run into a neighbor who thinks that the 
police should collect every gun in the neighborhood, listen 
politely to the diatribe and don’t say anything about what you 
are planning. Keep it friendly and break it off as soon as pos- 
sible so you can knock on a few more doors before the 
evening is finished. 


FIND PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY ARMED 
AND READY TO DEFEND THEMSELVES 


When you find people who don’t need to be convinced 
that only the victims can stop crime and who are willing to 
admit that they already own a firearm, then you start talk- 
ing about the possibility of a volunteer organization to 
help stem the high-crime rate in the neighborhood. By fol- 
lowing these procedures, the only people who will know 
what you and your friends are doing will be those who 
most likely will join in. 
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DON'T EXCLUDE ANYONE BECAUSE OF AGE, HEALTH, 
RACE, RELIGION, OR PHYSICAL ABILITY 


The only requirement for joining your volunteer armed-citi- 
zen defense organization should be that the volunteer be a 
law-abiding citizen who is willing to legally bear the arms he 
or she already owns and is trained to use. 

Thomas Jefferson proclaimed that every man should be 
equal. Samuel Colt made every man and woman equal, 
should they choose to be equal. Criminals choose the elderly, 
the handicapped, the sick, and the weak as victims because 
they seem to be easy targets. Yet these people can learn to 
use a firearm with a little bit of training. The real tragedy in 
our country is that we don’t do more to encourage the elderly 
and the disadvantaged to acquire and learn to use firearms to 
defend themselves. 

People with physical limitations resulting from age or dis- 
ability may not be able to participate in all the operational 
activities of an armed-citizen self-defense committee, but 


they can provide a great deal of service. An amputee selling 


pencils from the sidewalk can have both a pistol anda CB or 
FM transceiver handy. He can be a good witness, alert others, 
and certainly defend himself with his legal firearm. 

You may even want to relax the requirement that only peo- 
ple who already own legal weapons can join the organization 
in order to utilize someone who agrees with what you are 
doing but who can’t use firearms because of a physical dis- 
ability. Even a vision-impaired person can play some role, 
such as running a communications center relaying messages 
from volunteers on the street. 


PREEMPTING THE STREET GANGS 


Gangs are a fact of life in all our big cities. Oftentimes, 
young people join gangs because they believe they have no 
other choice. People who volunteer for vigilance committees 
may have children, siblings, grandchildren, or nieces and 
nephews who are already members of street gangs. The 
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defense committee can offer many of the same psychological 
rewards that gangs offer the teenagers—a sense of cama- 
raderie and belonging, a feeling of gaining control through 
organization, self-pride, and something interesting and fun to 
do with one’s time. 

If anumber of the volunteers have relatives who are 
already in gangs or are thinking about joining gangs, you 
should consider forming a youth auxiliary for those young 
people who can’t yet legally bear arms but who can be per- 
suaded by parents or close relatives to leave the gang for the 
protection of the vigilance committee. 

It may be necessary to offer this alternative. The street 
gangs will be hurt by the organized vigilance committee. 
When gang leaders discover that someone in the gang has a 
parent or a relative who is one of the people responsible for 
the armed citizens on the street, they may retaliate against 
the gang member, leaving him no choice but to either break 
completely with his family or leave the gang and seek the pro- 
tection of the vigilance committee. 

Take care when welcoming gang members into your com- 
mittee and follow these basic precautions: 


e Only accept ex-gang volunteers who are well known by 
active volunteers who will vouch for them. 

e Take only those without felony convictions. 

e Insist that ex-gang members cut all ties and associa- 
tions with the gang. 

e Insist that ex-gang members begin obeying all laws, 
including those governing the carrying of weapons. 


DEALING WITH THE LOCAL POLICE 


At some point the local police are going to learn about 
your organization, and when they do, they are going to 
demonstrate a keen interest in what you are doing. 

One hopes that the police will first focus attention on your 
armed citizen committee as a result of the information and 
intelligence your volunteers begin to provide the police. The 
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second or third time you or another volunteer marches into a 
police station carrying a stack of photos, a list of auto license 
plate numbers, or a collection of signed statements reporting 
on the community dope dealers, some cop is going to ask 
some very direct questions about how and why you are col- 
lecting so much information. 

Answer the questions the police ask, but don’t volunteer 
any additional information. Emphasize repeatedly in any con- 
versations with the police the law-abiding, peaceful nature of 
the volunteers in your organization as well as your intention 
to share all information you collect on criminal activity with 
the police. Don’t volunteer information on your weapons, tac- 
tical plans, communications systems—but don’t tell any lies. 

You will probably find that the street-level cops approve of 
what you are doing. Repeated surveys of police forces have 
demonstrated that the closer to the street a cop is working, 
the more likely he will approve of a citizen taking every legal 
measure possible to defend himself against crime. It will be 
the police commanders who work for the politicians who _ 
won't like what you are doing. Nothing scares a politician 
more than a group of citizens taking charge of their lives 
instead of depending on politicians. 

If at all possible, you want to avoid confrontation with police 
commanders and elected political leaders. Don’t engage in pub- 
lic debates about the legality or the morality of what you are 
doing. When asked, state your purpose in as few words as possi- 
ble. You and the members of your group are law-abiding citizens 
who are only insisting on your Constitutional rights to ensure 

your own safety from criminal attack. 


GET GOOD LEGAL ADVICE 


Most of your volunteers should have some working associ- 
ation with a good lawyer. Many of you may have gone to the 
same lawyer for legal advice when you first started carrying a 
weapon. It’s possible that there will be at least one lawyer 
who is willing to join the organization and provide legal 
advice as part of his volunteer service. 


BUILDING A WORKING ORGANIZATION 


Before you make your first patrol or stand your first watch 
in a high-crime area, you want to make certain that every vol- 
unteer has a clear understanding of all laws regarding the 
ownership and bearing of weapons and the laws by which any 
member will be judged by the courts if they ever have to 
engage in combat. 

You also want to make sure that each volunteer under- 
stands the importance of calling the police at the first out- 
break of violence, as well as what they are to do if they take a 
prisoner, wound or kill a suspected felon, accidentally shoot 
an innocent bystander, or encounter a police officer while 
engaged in a community self-defense operation. 


BE PREPARED FOR UNFAVORABLE PUBLICITY 


Once the police know about you, others will learn about 
you, too, including the press. There will be a lot of people who 
will object loudly about what you and your neighbors are 
doing. While the crooks and criminals will be high on the list 
of people unhappy with the idea that a group of volunteer 
armed citizens are going to be patrolling the neighborhood, 
those who will make the most noise will be those claiming to 
be the most righteous. There are a lot of people who don’t 
want ordinary citizens solving their problems without asking 
for government help or accepting government guidance. 

The people who will oppose you will include elected polit- 
ical leaders and high-ranking government bureaucrats, news- 
paper reporters and editors, and self-appointed community 
leaders who love to see their own faces in the newspapers 
and on TV. Your public opponents will probably include local 
priests, ministers, psychiatrists, and mental-health thera- 
pists. Such people often depend on a helpless citizenry on 
which to build their egos and professional careers. 

They don’t want you to solve your personal problems, and 
they especially don’t want you to solve the crime problem. By 
doing so you will put the lie to their efforts to sell dependency 
on their grandiose and expensive public policies. 

As such people have easy access to the press, expect pub- 
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lic criticism and even demands that the government and the 
police put your organization out of business and take away 
your right to bear arms. 

Such public criticism may be the best thing that could 
happen to a self-defense committee. A lot of people living in 
our cities are tired of being helpless victims of crime. They 
don't have the initiative or the courage to start such an orga- 
nization, but when they find that someone is finally doing 
something to stop crime and that they don’t want to raise 
taxes to do it, they will want to join. The publicity will quickly 
divide the community into those who vocally object to what 
you are doing and those who quietly approve. You should 
focus continuing recruitment efforts on those who approve of 
what you are doing. 

Only those volunteers who can handle themselves well in 
public debate should represent the committee when dealing 
with the press. There is a ton of truth in the old warning that 
it’s better to keep silent and be thought a fool than open your 
mouth and prove it. 

Those who can be good spokespeople should follow a few 
rules when answering questions or dealing with the press: 


1. Speak as an individual, not as a representative of the group. Say that 
“Yes, | am cooperating with several neighbors and friends 
who have agreed to help the police by providing informa- 
tion on criminal activity. | would use a firearm to defend 
myself and my family from death or serious injury, but only 
if | couldn’t get a police officer there first.” 


2. Emphasize your intention to abide by the law at all times. Also 


insist that your friends and associates are law-abiding. 


3. Don’t engage in public argument or debate. State that you 


believe in the Constitution and all the rights guaranteed 
by it. If someone tries to argue that the Second 
Amendment doesn’t mean what it says, simply state 
that you don’t understand it that way. 


4. Don't give out the names of committee members or leaders. Tell 


the press that you are not that well organized, that you 
don’t take attendance, that you collect no dues, that you 
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don’t accept any contributions, that you have no bank 
account or published list of membership, that participa- 
tion is purely voluntary, and that anyone is welcome to 
attend your “get-togethers.” 

Membership lists should be closely guarded and never 
released. Volunteers should not brag in public about 
being associated with the armed-citizen committee. 


WHY THE SECRECY? 


There are several good reasons for keeping the member- 
ship in a community vigilance committee a secret. Secrecy 
lessens the chance that the volunteers will be harassed by 
well-meaning citizens who believe the anti-vigilante propa- 
ganda that proponents of big government deliberately 
spread. It also lessens the chance that some politically ori- 
ented police agency can destroy the organization by harass- 
ing or entrapping members so that they can be forced to spy 
on the committee's activities. 

But the most important reason to keep the list of volun- 
teers a secret is that you do not want the criminals to know 
who is an armed-citizen volunteer. This is not just to prevent 
possible criminal retaliation against volunteers. 

The self-defense organization is going to add a major new 
factor to the neighborhood crime equation. Every time a vol- 
unteer takes to the street, whether it’s for personal business 
or as part of an organized anticrime patrol, he puts the crimi- 
nal population at increased risk. The more difficult it is for the 
criminal to tell the armed citizen from an easy victim ora 
frightened witness, the more impact the armed citizens will 
have on the criminal’s ability to commit crime. 

If only one out of 100 people walking the street is an 
armed citizen ready to defend himself and cooperate with the 
police by being a witness when crime happens, the impact on 
crime can be incredible, provided the criminal has no way of 
knowing which one of the many people he can see on the 
street is carrying a gun. 

The armed-citizen solution to street crime is a guerrilla 
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warfare approach. The armed citizen looks like every other cit- 
izen on the street. The criminal should have no way of identi- 
fying whether or not the next person he tries to rob, rape, Or 
maim will be armed and dangerous. 


IDENTIFYING COMMUNITY RESOURCES 


As the ranks of your organization begin to grow, the lead- 
ers will want to identify the different resources that each new 
volunteer brings to the group, as well as how such resources 
can best be utilized to serve the needs of the group in filling 
its stated goal of making crime something that almost never 
happens in your neighborhood. 

There will be some volunteers who bring special skills, 
such as in unarmed self-defense, military combat, instruc- 
tional training, the law, medical care, communications gear, 
computers, photography, and video techniques. 


ESTABLISHING A COMMAND STRUCTURE 


Although you want to present a public appearance of a 
spontaneous group of volunteers working together with no 
apparent leadership, you also want a formal command struc- 
ture. You and every other volunteer have to know who is in 
command and who each volunteer reports to for instruction, 
but no one outside the group has to know that. 

The reasons for the leaders keeping a low public profile 
are the same ones that officers in combat units don’t wear 
their rank insignia on their uniforms. You don’t want to make 
your leaders easy targets for the criminals who would like to 
put you out of business or for the politicians and bureaucrats 
who won't like your vigilance committee solving the problem 
they promise to solve every time an election rolls around. 

Don't give the leaders you choose formal titles, and espe- 
cially don’t give them military titles. First names wil! do just 
fine. By avoiding fancy titles like president, chairman, or cap- 
tain, you automatically weed out of leadership roles those 
people who like the titles more than they like the responsibil- 
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ity. If someone in your group insists on a title, tell him to run 
for public office or hire on for a government job. 

You should elect one person as the group leader, the 
person who will chair the meetings and serve as the group's 
chief executive officer and commander. You will probably 
want to either elect or have the group leader appoint sever- 
al people with specific responsibility for such things as 
training and qualification certification, communications, 
and team assignments. 

How many more people you appoint as subordinate lead- 
ers will depend on the number of total volunteers and the 
type of anticrime operations you engage in. 

If you have a small armed-citizen committee with only 15 
or 20 people, you will probably only need a primary leader 
and a deputy. If you have 100 or more volunteers, you will 
want to divide everyone up into groups of 10 to 20 and 
appoint a squad leader for each of the units. 


CHOOSE NATURAL LEADERS, NOT POLITICIANS 


A natural leader is one who has the most knowledge and 
expertise in dealing with the problem at hand. Such a person 
may not want to be the leader. A politician is someone who 
wants the prestige of being in command and the feeling of 
power that goes with command even though he may know noth- 
ing about solving the problem or have no experience in dealing 
with the problem. For the politician, being chosen the leader is 
much more important than solving the problem. Indeed, the 
politician would probably prefer not to solve the problem since 
doing so would terminate the need for a leader. 

In the best volunteer organizations, deciding who leads 
will not be a tough chore. The volunteers will be friends 
and neighbors who know each other well. They will all be 
committed to a common purpose on which they all agree. 
They will already know who the natural leaders are. Not 
only will there be no need for a vote, it will probably be the 
natural group leader who brought everyone together to 
form a self-defense organization. 
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Choosing a leader in a group of people who don’t know 
each other all that well will be more difficult, but the more 
everyone talks about what they want to achieve, the more 
they plan operations, the more they work in self-defense 
activities, and the more they train together, the more each 
volunteer will know about each other. The more informal the 
manner of selecting the leader, the easier it will be to replace 
a leader who isn’t doing the job with one the volunteers know 
will do the job. 

There will be people who will tell you that such an infor- 
mal command structure won't work, especially when the 
members of the group may have to engage in deadly combat. 
They will insist that a leader must be appointed for a specific 
time, given a distinctive title, and handed the authority to 
punish those who don't obey his command. Usually the peo- 
ple who insist on this will be the people who want to be the 
boss. They may even refuse to participate unless they can be 
the boss. 

The method of informal leadership I'm describing is the 
same one that anthropologists have discovered exists in 
most primitive societies. Primitive village organizations are 
built upon an informal system of choosing leaders because of 
their ability and experience in solving the specific problem 
the group faces. When the village hunts deer, the man who 
knows the most about deer leads; if they hunt rabbits, it’s the 
man who can best find rabbits and knows how to circle and 
trap them. If they must build a bridge, they will choose anoth- 
er leader, and yet another leader will determine when it’s time 
to harvest the grain. If they go to war with a neighboring vil- 
lage, the war chief may or may not be the same man who 
leads the deer hunt, but he will be the best warrior, not just in 
terms of physical strength and courage but in his cleverness 
in planning tactics. 

Leaders in such primitive societies are always chosen for 
their knowledge and ability, and there is almost always a con- 
sensus about who the leader should be. They don’t vote 
because they don’t need to. The decision is unanimous or 
nearly so because the choice is obvious. 


We do it the same way in our society when we do anything 
with friends and neighbors. I have a dozen friends with whom 
I hunt every year. It’s not some male-bonding group either. Six 
of the hunters are women, including my wife and daughter. 
Some times, one or two of us hunt together; other times all 12 
of us get together for a coordinated hunt. We don’t have any 
leaders, yet we never have any trouble in planning the hunt. 
We all know who's best at spotting game, who's the best track- 
er, who reads geography best, who’s got the patience to make 
a stand and hold still for an hour, and who’s best at making 
the jump shot. Usually the person who will plan the day’s 
hunt will be the one who best knows the geography of the 
area we have picked for the hunt. 

You want exactly the same kind of volunteers in your 
armed-citizen command—people who know each other well, 
who trust each other's judgment, and who understand each 
other's abilities and limitations. 


HOLD REGULAR MEETINGS 


Once you have an organization, you want to meet together 
often, so you need to find a meeting place. If the group is 
small enough, you may meet in some volunteer's front room. 
Once you get a bit bigger, you’ll have to find someplace else 
to meet. If at all possible, try to find a place that will allow you 
to use the facility for free. The meetings should be held often 
enough so that everyone knows when the next meeting will 
be called, but not so often that the volunteers start to resent 
the time spent in meetings. That can be once a week, or it may 
be just once a month. The actual schedule should be deter- 
mined by the group's interest, which will depend upon their 
concern for doing something about crime. 

The meetings provide an opportunity to discuss the neigh- 
borhood crime situation, make plans for interrupting criminal 
patterns by placing a physical presence on the streets, doa 
bit of training, and allow the volunteers to get to know and 
trust each other. The meetings should be well planned, and 
nothing should ever be boring. Coffee, soft drinks, and 


potluck treats might be served, and everyone should have a 
good time. Meetings usually work best when the serious busi- 
ness is handled as quickly as possible, and then the rest of 
the evening is open-ended with lots of chances to socialize. 

There are people who love meetings and who love to run 
them. Don't let anyone like that have a thing to do with orga- 
nizing your meetings. I've seen more good ideas killed with 
boring meetings than have ever been killed by bad publicity 
or hostile action. Don’t allow long speeches or debates in 
which four people take up all the time arguing about details 
that no one else gives a damn about. 
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to do is to gather as much information on local crime 
as possible. You want to know what kinds of crime are 
being committed, where in the neighborhood they are being 
committed, what you collectively know about the identity of 
the criminals who are committing the crimes, what the police 
are doing to combat crime, and what neighbors who haven’t 
volunteered to join the vigilance committee are doing to 
defend themselves. Nothing will be as important to the suc- 
cess of your anti-crime program as the intelligence you gath- 
er. The biggest advantage that a local volunteer vigilance 
committee has over the professional law enforcement agen- 
cies is access to the pool of community knowledge about the 
people in the community and what they do with their lives. 
Don’t just collect the intelligence. Organize it and make 
sure all volunteers can learn from it. 


Te first thing that the new vigilance committee wants 


DETERMINING THE LEVEL OF RESPONSE 


Once the armed defense force understands the scope of 
the neighborhood crime problem, you can start planning 
how to stop the crime before it happens. Because the com- 
mittee is a volunteer organization, you must ensure that 
what you do is cost effective and that you get the job done 
while minimizing the personal risks of each volunteer as 


well as the time each volunteer must spend on anticrime 
activities. Exactly how you utilize your volunteer force will 
depend on what type of crime you face, what level of vio- 
lence you are likely to encounter, and how willing the local 
police agency is to act on citizen-provided information. 
There are four basic levels of crime activity and each level 
requires a different kind of approach. 


Level One: Gathering Passive Intelligence for Police 

This is what most existing crime-watch groups do. When they 
see criminal activity happen, they report it and willingly serve as 
police witnesses. This is something that all the volunteers ina 
new armed-citizen force should already be doing as part of their 
normal life-styles. Indeed, armed citizens should be reporting 
on crime much more effectively than the average citizen because 
they have less reason to fear criminal retaliation. 


Level Two: Active Intelligence Gathering 

This is the level of response needed to deal with a situa- 
tion in which the major crime problems are drug trafficking, 
prostitution, illegal gambling, and low-level gang violence 
that disrupts community life but doesn’t put the community 
population in a great deal of danger. The presence of such 
criminal activity degrades the quality of neighborhood life, 
lowers property values, and inevitably results in a spiral of 
increasing violence as the criminal entrepreneurs use vio- 
lence to cut down the competition. 

At this level, the armed citizens will need to gather evi- 
dence and intelligence on criminal street activity that will be 
turned over to the police. The leaders should draw up duty 
rosters and assign volunteers to specific street areas and the 
hours when they will be on duty. The volunteers should carry 
cameras, video cameras, and tape recorders so they can 
record any criminal activity they observe. 

Openly taking pictures, writing down license plate numbers, 
or just standing and watching can have an immediate impact on 
economic criminal activity. It can also be dangerous. If it’s too 
dangerous, then the volunteers should take pictures from hiding 
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places such as parked cars or empty offices, and walk through 
the area rather than loitering in high-crime zones. 

There are crime-watch citizen-police auxiliary groups that 
are already engaging in this kind of active intelligence gather- 
ing in several larger cities. The main difference between what 
those groups are doing and what an armed-citizen group will 
be doing is that the armed-citizen volunteers will be able to 
defend themselves should any criminal attempt to retaliate 
against them or drive them from the streets. 


Level Three: Armed Crime-Prevention Patrols 

This level of response is appropriate for when the commu- 
nity has a serious violent-crime problem in which citizens 
face the danger every time they walk down the street that they 
will be mugged, raped, robbed at gunpoint, or hassled by 
gang members with threats and insults. In such a neighbor- 
hood, anyone parking a car on the street, especially at night, 
can expect to have the car stripped if not stolen and driven 
off. Merchants may be closing shop and moving out because 
robberies happen with such frequency that no one can afford 
to stay in business in the neighborhood. 

The armed-citizen committee responds by putting armed 
patrols on the street during the hours when crime is most 
likely to happen. The purpose of the patrols is not to catch 
criminals, but to discourage criminals by the presence of 
armed citizens on the street. Because the criminals have no 
way of knowing who is an armed volunteer or who is a help- 
less victim, the risk to the criminal increases with the number 
of volunteers on the street. 

When volunteers observe crimes in progress, they respond 
in a legal manner, doing whatever is legally allowed to protect 
innocent victims and property. They call the police if possible, 
but they protect themselves if necessary. 

Each armed-citizen volunteer still follows the basic rules 
as outlined for personal defense in the first part of this book. 
They do not go looking for trouble, but they watch for it, When 
they see danger developing, they attempt to avoid a direct 
confrontation, and they call for police help once they suspect 
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that a felony has happened or is about to happen. They issue 
warnings, and if appropriate they display their weapons ina 
nonthreatening manner—but they deploy their weapons only 
as a last resort when there is an immediate, direct threat to 
life and limb. 

The armed-citizen committee draws up a duty roster, and 
volunteers do patrolling on a rotating basis that fairly dis- 
tributes both the time required of and the exposure level for 
each member. The squads spread out through the high-crime 
areas, using legal methods of communicating and backing up 
each other in the event any member of a squad encounters a 
crime in progress or is attacked by a criminal. The committee 
should also set up a central communication center that mon- 
itors the squads on patrol and will contact police authorities 
if the armed-citizens patrol reports a crime in progress. 

When volunteers are not acting as part of a scheduled 
crime-watch patrol, they still consider themselves to be on 
active duty any time they are on the street or moving through 
the neighborhood for personal business or pleasure. 


Level Four: Total Armed-Citizen Community Defense 

This level covers the situations in which there is a total 
breakdown in law enforcement because of a natural disaster, 
a riot, a political breakdown of some kind,’ or the outbreak of 
war. In such a situation, the entire armed-citizen defense 
force would be immediately mobilized and sent into the 
streets for the purpose of keeping the peace, protecting lives 
and property from both natural and man-made disasters, 
and, if necessary, organizing rescue efforts. 

This is the one level in which an armed-citizen committee 
might have to act with disregard to previously established 
legal procedures. Depending on the projected length of the 
disaster, the committee might even have to take over the judi- 
cial system on an emergency basis, holding, banishing, or 
even executing criminals caught in the act of committing 
vicious crimes. 

The better organized an armed vigilance committee or a 
local militia is for dealing with levels one, two, and three, the 
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better the chance that the volunteer defense organization will 
arise to the challenge of a level-four crisis. 

Although it is highly unlikely that any volunteer self- 
defense organization will ever have to deal with a level-four 
situation, when such situations do happen, they happen 
with little or no warning. Therefore, the leaders of any self- 
defense organization should include contingency plans for 
dealing with one. Every volunteer should be trained for 
participating in such an emergency and know exactly what 
his or her assignment would be and where he or she should 
report for duty. 


TRAINING AND INSTRUCTION 


Everyone who volunteers to join an armed self-defense 
group should already be adequately qualified to carry and use 
firearms. But training must continue through one’s life. The 
more time each volunteer can spend on the firing range, the 
better. The more the volunteers go to the firing range togeth- 
er, the better. 

If you have any volunteers with previous experience in 
training people in self-defense tactics or small-unit combat 
strategies, take advantage of that expertise. Get together 
occasionally for full field training in nearby parks or open 
recreational areas. 

Some cities have police-style combat-firing ranges that 
are open to the public. Here, you can shoot at targets that 
look like real criminals and engage in simulated combat 
training in which the volunteers must distinguish between 
good-guy and bad-guy targets. 

If you don’t have such a range available, find out if you can 
set up such a live-fire training range. If you can’t practice live- 
fire exercises, practice cold-fire ones. Engage in play-acting 
situations in which some volunteers play the bad guys ina 
street confrontation while others practice taking defensive 
positions and backing up the volunteer who is suddenly con- 
fronted by a gang of criminals. 

Meetings should include training exercises dealing with 
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specific situations that might occur while volunteers are 
working together on a street. Give each person a role to play 
and act through the incident. When the exercise is complet- 
ed, spend time discussing how each volunteer handled his 
specific part of the problem. Have a volunteer who is a lawyer 
critique actions taken from a legal point of view. 

Here are some specific examples for such role playing: 


1. Three volunteers on patrol witness a convenience-store 
robbery in progress. Players include the two robbers, the 
clerk, two customers, and the three volunteers on patrol. 
Go through the scenario a half-dozen times, changing 
roles and letting each participant do something differ- 
ent. For example, one robber might decide to take 
hostages, while another fires at a volunteer. The volun- 
teers must make decisions such as these: 

¢ Do they enter the store or wait until the robbers exit? 

¢ Do they attempt to stop the robber, or just observe 
and prepare to give information to the police? 

¢ Who calls 911 and when? 

2. Act out aconfrontation between six volunteers and two 
street gang leaders in which the street gang threatens 
violence if the volunteers don’t get off the street. Turn 
the scenario around and make it six gang members and 
two volunteers. Act out the conversations, how the 
armed confrontation starts, and who makes the decision 
to fire if it becomes necessary to use firearms. Work 
through the scenario several different times, with cri- 
tiques in between about how the situation might have 
best been handled. 

3. Plan through a reaction to a drive-by shooting that 
occurs while an armed-citizen patrol is on the scene. 
Plot out on a blackboard the city streets, the movement 
of the car carrying the shooters, the position of each vol- 
unteer at the time the incident occurs, who first spots 
the possibility of a shooting, how the warning is passed 
to the other volunteers, how each volunteer takes cover, 
what kind of response is best, who makes the decision 


as to whether the volunteers open fire and how they 
ensure controlled fire that doesn’t risk innocent lives. 

4. Work through the reaction to a response toa rape in 
progress when volunteers on patrol hear some woman 
screaming. Discuss such problems as whether or not 
you should break into a private dwelling because some- 
one is screaming inside. 

5. Simulate a situation whereby several armed citizens 
witness a domestic dispute in a public place in which 
it appears that the husband is about to beat his wife 
to death. 

6. Work through what volunteers should do if they discover 
a body after the perpetrator has already fled. What 
should be done to determine if the victim is alive or 
dead? What should the volunteers do to ensure that no 
evidence is destroyed before the police arrive? 

7. Walk through situations in which volunteers interrupt a 
crime in process and take one or more prisoners. 

8. Create dozens of different scenarios and address these 
specific points: 

¢ When should the police be called? (You don’t want 
to be known as the source of repeated false alarms.) 

¢ When should volunteers intervene, and when 
should they wait for the police to arrive? 

¢ How should the volunteers position themselves to 
provide each other maximum backup? 

¢ When do you display weapons, and when do you 
keep them under cover? 


The more you practice together, the more likely you will all 
respond in a legal manner that maximizes the safety of each 
volunteer while ensuring that criminals cannot make a living 
in the neighborhood where you live. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


The better the communications system the armed-citizen 
committee has, the more effective the committee will be in 
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achieving its goal of limiting violent crime. The communica- 
tions system should be built on the existing phone system 
and supplemented with legal radio communications. One 
volunteer should be charged with responsibility for anticrime 
communications. The communications system should 
achieve the following goals: 


1. News and information dissemination. The committee’s 
leaders will want to keep in contact with members to 
keep them informed about committee developments, 
alert members to meetings and operations, and 
assign specific volunteers duties and responsibilities. 
The telephone is the best means for this and the least 
expensive. However, to speed up the process in an 
emergency, the leaders may want to set up a cascade 
system in which the leader calls three people, each of 
whom then calls three people, and so on down the 
line until everyone is notified. 

2. Tactical communications. Every volunteer on patrol or, for 
that matter, doing personal business in a public place 
should be able to contact at least one other volunteer 
on an emergency basis at any time of the day or night. 


There should be a duty roster that lists the communica- 
tions contact point at any specific time. The best solution is a 
single telephone number that is manned around the clock 
that any volunteer can call and expect an answer. Standing a 
communications watch on such a line is the kind of job that 
can be assigned to those volunteers who, because of age or 
physical limitations, can’t spend time on the street. It can 
also be assigned to volunteers who are too young to bear 
arms legally but who want to participate with their parents or 
older brothers and sisters. 

The best available handheld communication system is 
the cellular telephone. Volunteers who have cellular 
phones should carry them whenever they are out on the 
streets, whether as part of an armed-citizen patrol or on 
their own business. Cellular phones can also be used to 
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keep in touch with each member of a squad engaged in an 
anticrime street patrol. 

However, cellular phones are expensive, and those who 
live in high-crime areas probably won't be able to afford 
them. Therefore, most neighborhood armed-citizen commit- 
tees will probably have to depend on less expensive hand- 
held CB radios or short-range FM transceivers such as can be 
purchased for around $100 to $150. 

If volunteers can afford to buy such equipment, use them. 
If not, the volunteers will have to depend on line-of-sight 


_ relays with someone standing by a public telephone with a 


pocketful of quarters. 

For example, if 10 volunteers are patrolling a high-crime 
area covering several blocks with the volunteers spread out 
through the area, a patrol pattern should be designed that 
ensures that each volunteer has two other volunteers within 
his or her line of sight at all times. Each volunteer should 
have memorized a series of simple hand signals or police 
whistle signals that can give an alarm when one volunteer 
encounters a crime in progress or is attacked by a criminal. 
The volunteer then signals to both the other volunteers he 
can see, who either take action or pass the signal on to a vol- 
unteer close to a public phone. That volunteer can call for 
police assistance while the others move in to protect and 
back up the volunteer who made the alert. 


SURVEILLANCE TECHNIQUES 


A major part of the time and activity of any armed-citizen 
self-defense committee is going to be directed toward the 
collection of information on criminal activity and the passing 
of that information on to appropriate police authority. The 
committee leadership will want to survey all the volunteers 
to determine what kind of photographic and electronic 
recording equipment each volunteer owns and is willing to 
use in support of the committee’s crime-watch activities. 
Except in the very poorest of neighborhoods, almost every- 
one is going to own a camera of some kind, and at least one 
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or two volunteers will own some kind of videotape recorder. 
Almost everyone will own a set of binoculars, and many will 
own small handheld tape recorders. It is even possible that 
one or two volunteers will have some kind of night-vision 
equipment and perhaps a parabolic mike, which are some- 
times used by hunters. 

The committee should limit its intelligence efforts to overt 
collection only. That means you observe things done in pub- 
lic that can be seen by anyone on the street. This doesn’t 
mean that you can’t shoot from a hiding place such as an 
office overlooking the scene or carry a hidden microphone, 
but it does mean that you restrict your activities to observing 
and recording things that happen in public spaces. 

Leave the fancy covert stuff like undercover operations 
to the cops. Volunteer armed-citizen organizations should 
never do anything illegal while gathering information on 
crime. Volunteers should never enter private property with- 
out permission, tap a phone conversation, or listen to an 
intercepted radio phone conversation. They should not 
pretend to be a drug buyer, gambler, fence buying stolen 
property, or prostitute. 

Learn as much as you can from family and neighbors. For 
example, a father who discovers his child has just bought a 
lid of marijuana may be able to get his child to describe 
where he bought it and even point out who sold it to him. 

A big part of gathering intelligence is based on the ability 
to develop good habits of observation. Most people don’t see 
very much of what happens around them, even when it is a 
robbery or murder. 

One of the things that armed citizens should do during 
their meetings is to play games that test memory ability and 
improve observation techniques. For example, have someone 
burst into the meeting, shout several sentences filled with 
specific information, and then immediately leave. Then ask 
each volunteer to write down a description of what he saw 
and heard in as much detail as he can remember. He should 
include a description of the person, his estimated height and 
weight, and a direct quote of what he said. 
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The first time you do this, you'll think that a dozen differ- 
ent men must have come into the room. Let everyone com- 
pare what they remember, maybe even get a few arguments — 
going, then invite the intruder back in. Have him repeat his 
performance and then give everyone a chance to compare 
their description with what they see the second time. 

People who make fools of themselves in this kind of game 
will pay a lot more attention the next time they witness a sud- 
den, unexpected, but disturbing event. 

The more you practice this kind of activity, the better wit- 
ness each volunteer will be when they see a real crime. 

During such discussions and training sessions, focus 
attention on what kind of observations can prove most useful 
in terms of later identification. For example, suppose some- 
one witnesses a hit-and-run accident. Obviously, the most 
important piece of evidence would be the license plate num- 
ber. But it is often difficult to make out the number, especially 
at night. Sometimes it will be covered by dirt or mud. In such 
a situation, look for things that make the car different from 
other cars on the road. Note what make of car it is and, of 
course, the color. Note the model type. Two-door or four- 
door? Older or newer? Look for things like broken lights, 
dented fenders, missing hubcaps, scratched paint. Focus on 
the driver. Man or woman? Young or old? Hairstyle? 

The quicker a person can record his observations, the 
more accurate they will be. It’s a good idea for volunteers to 
carry a small microcassete recorder whenever possible. At 
least one member of any group participating in a crime-watch 
patrol should carry one so that a spoken record can be made 
of any observed criminal activity. 

Of course, nothing beats a picture—except for a video- 
tape. Cameras (including instamatics and videos) are a must 
if the armed citizens want to record evidence of commercial 
crimes such as drug selling and prostitution. 

Such evidence is so threatening that as soon as the crimi- 
nals see what you are doing, they will try to stop you from 
doing it. Therefore, volunteers should not openly photograph 
prostitutes and drug dealers or street gang members unless 
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there is a superior volunteer force on the street backing up 
the person holding the camera. 

The citizens who live in a high-crime neighborhood always 
know a lot about the crime that happens around them. Most 
of the time they are too frightened to report it to the police; 
however, they may talk to a neighbor. Volunteers should 
always be the best neighbors anyone would want to have. The 
more ordinary, law-abiding people trust the armed-citizen 
volunteer, the more they will tell what they know, provided 
the volunteer exercises patience and waits for it to come 
rather than trying to force it out. 

Much of what you learn from talking with friends and 
neighbors will be rumors—and some of it downright lies. But 
the more you listen to what the neighbors are saying, the 
more you will know who’s responsible for the crime in your 
neighborhood. If you know who is doing crime, you can focus 
your attention on that person, and eventually you will see 
something that is evidence that can be turned over to the 
police department. 


NOTES 


1. Apolitical breakdown might include such things as a 
police strike, a deliberate police retreat (as precipitated 
by the Los Angeles riot), the bankruptcy of a city trea- 
sury, ora general political collapse of state or federal law 
enforcement. 
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group would operate, let’s describe a few examples 

and explore exactly how such a group of armed citi- 
zens might work in real life. This time, we are not using actual 
case histories. Instead we are describing how things might 
work should America’s armed citizens start taking responsi- 
bility for stopping crime in their own neighborhoods. 


T: better explain how an armed-citizen self-defense 


THE HOUSING PROJECT 


Situation 

A large 10-story housing project was occupied by low- 
income families, many of whom were receiving welfare pay- 
ments. The majority of the families had female heads of 
household. Drugs were openly sold in the project courtyard 
and the building entranceways. The public areas were all 
marked by vandalism and graffiti, littered with trash, and 
smelled of urine. Rapes and muggings were common occur- 
rences in the public areas, and several people had been mur- 
dered inside the building over the last four years. 


Organization 
Six heads of families in one of the buildings discovered 
through conversation that they all had independently 
acquired weapons to defend themselves. After further discus- 


sion, they agreed to work together in an informal alliance. The 
initial group consisted of one man and five women. The man 
and one woman were employed; the other four women were 
home all day. 


Activity 

The six people set up a schedule in which at least two of 
them checked through the building every hour or so begin- 
ning in the mid-morning and continuing on through the 
late evening. The patrols generally took no more than five 
or 10 minutes. In addition to the scheduled patrols, when- 
ever one of the armed citizens left his or her apartment, he 
or she carried both a weapon and a police whistle to use to 
alert the others if any kind of criminal activity was spotted 
inside the building. 


Action 

They had their first confrontation when two of the women 
spotted three teenage toughs breaking hall light bulbs. One 
of the volunteers blew the police whistle she carried, and the 
toughs suddenly found themselves surrounded by six angry 
people, all of them wearing an open sidearm. The young 
thugs beat a quick retreat, and one of the volunteers immedi- 
ately called the police. Although the police didn’t arrive for 
almost an hour, when they did arrive they made a quick arrest 
of the three vandals based on the information provided by 
the volunteers. 

The vandals were released immediately because there was 
no room in the local jail. Two days later, two of the vandals, 
using knives as weapons, attacked two of the volunteers as they 
returned from a shopping trip. The armed citizens, both women 
in their mid-forties, drew their weapons and shot both thugs, 
killing one and wounding the other. A police investigation deter- 
mined the shooting was legitimate self-defense. 

After that incident, four more heads of family in the building 
bought firearms, took a National Rifle Association-sponsored 
training course and joined in with the original six volunteers. 

Over the next six weeks, the volunteers interrupted several 


incidents of vandalism in the hallways, broke up three fights 
about to get violent, and saved one teenage girl from rape 
even though they weren't able to catch the man attempting 
the assault. 

More of the people living in the building soon began 
cooperating with the armed volunteers even though most 
didn’t arm themselves. Working together like a real communi- 
ty and confident that someone wouldn't immediately trash 
what they cleaned up, they scraped the filth off the floors in 
the halls and scrubbed the graffiti off the walls. 


Result 
The building became the safest and the cleanest in the 
project. 


TROUBLE IN THE MALL 


Situation 

The merchants in a shopping mall in a small city were 
increasingly concerned about the growing crime and vandal- 
ism problem in the mall. While most of it was petty misde- 
meanor stuff committed by teenagers who used the mall as a 
social gathering place, a supervising employee was stabbed 
On one occasion when she attempted to hold a suspected 
shoplifter until the police arrived. The criminal escaped and 
was never captured. In another incident, a female employee 
of one of the merchants was raped in the mall parking lot 
after she worked late one evening on inventory. There had 
been a significant increase in shoplifting with an occasional 
case of grab-and-run theft. 

Along with the other problems, a large group of teenage 
toughs began loitering in the mall area for long periods of 
time. The loitering teenagers didn’t spend much money in 
mall shops, but the merchants noted significant declines in 
business as shoppers took their money to other malls. 

Although the merchants had always depended upon the 
local police for protection, the mall manager began recom- 
mending that the merchants either contract with a security 
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company or hire a full-time security staff. When the mer- 
chants learned what it would cost them to hire full-time secu- 
rity personnel, several pointed out that the extra expense 
could make a difference between a profitable shop and one 
headed for bankruptcy. 


Organization 
Two shop owners proposed that the owners themselves 
take responsibility for ensuring the security of the mall. Eight 
of the 12 merchants agreed to participate, even though five of 
those volunteers would be buying a weapon for the first time 
in their lives. 


Preparation 

Those who would be bearing arms spent 30 hours over 
six weeks in a formal training session in which they also 
thoroughly familiarized themselves with the laws governing 
a merchant's right to defend himself, his customers, and his 
merchandise; the rules of legal engagement; the legal dan- 
gers inherent in making a citizen's arrest; and the tactics 
they would use in dealing with any potential crisis ranging 
from catching a shoplifter to dealing with a mass murderer 
who suddenly opened fire on the mall floor with a semiauto- 
matic weapon. 

The professional firearms trainer they hired told them that the 
merchants received more training than private security guards 
usually did and that they had been superior students as well. 

The participating merchants began carrying their con- 
cealed weapons at all times while they were working in their 
mall stores. They each also bought a police-style cap and a 
blue jacket with a large private security officer badge pinned 
on the front. Any time they responded to a security problem, 
they would first put on the uniform. They each carried commer- 
cial band radios on their belts, which allowed them to com- 
municate with each other at any time of the day. Other mer- 
chants who were not willing to bear arms agreed to carry the 
radios so that they could alert those who were willing to bear 
arms about any developing criminal activity. 
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Activity 

The mall volunteer security committee continued to work 
at their jobs as they normally did. Any time minor trouble 
started, such as a couple of teenagers fighting or someone 
flaunting mall restrictions on skates, bare feet, loitering, or 
littering, at least three different people would converge on 
the scene immediately, all of them having first put on their 
security guard caps and jackets. 

On one occasion, when a fight broke out between 
teenagers from two rival high schools, all eight volunteers 
took part in stopping the fight and ejecting the offenders 
from the mall. The offending teenagers were told they would 
not be welcome in the mall fora full month. When a couple 
of them tried to sneak back in a week later, one of the un- 
armed merchants identified them, radioed the report, and 
five armed volunteers held the two teenagers until a police- 
man arrived. Facing criminal trespass charges, the two 
teenagers signed an agreement to stay out of the mall until 
they were old enough to vote. In return, the merchants 
dropped the trespass charges. 

The mall merchants continued to rely on the local police 
whenever they caught a shoplifter, anyone attempting to 
commit a serious crime, or a loitering teenager who refused 
an order to leave the mall. Shop owners or managers used 
their hand radios to alert the armed volunteers before actual- 
ly confronting a suspected shoplifter. As a result, the 
shoplifter would see at least three people wearing the blue 
cap and jacket and a badge as a shop owner confronted him. 

After the mall closed at night, the armed volunteers also 
acted as security guards to ensure that all mall employees got 
to their cars safely. 


Results 
During the first month, there was a dramatic rise in arrests 
for shoplifting because salesclerks were more willing to risk 
face-to-face encounters when they knew they were backed up 
by employers who were armed and confident of their ability 
to defend themselves and the people who worked for them. 
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After a newspaper article described the rash of arrests and the 
stiff punishments a local judge was handing out, shoplifting 
losses dropped dramatically and stayed down. 

The armed merchants soon found that they were reaching 
for their caps and jackets less and less often, even though the 
number of mall customers was steadily increasing. 

The merchants discovered something else: for the first 
time since the mall opened, the mall association became 
more than just a formal meeting where shop owners argued 
over parking places and mall fees. The business owners were 
not only saving a great deal of money by doing their own 
police work, they found they enjoyed their workdays much 
more than they ever had and that the feeling of being in con- 
trol splashed over into their private lives as well. 


DEFENDING AGAINST A PROTECTION SCHEME 


Situation 
A high-crime urban neighborhood had 15 small business- 
es, including two bars, three liquor stores, a small grocery, an 
appliance repair shop, a pawnshop, a check-cashing service, a 
drugstore, and two cafes. Half the businesses had been 
robbed or burglarized during the last year. 


Organization 
Eight of the small-business owners agreed that they 
would all keep weapons at their place of business and that 
they would back each other up any time one of them spotted 
suspicious activity of a possible criminal nature. 


Activity 

A gang of hoods who had been watching too many Mafia 
movies decided to run a protection racket aimed at the local 
merchants. Four toughs were assigned to visit each of the 
merchants and offer expensive protection services. After hit- 
ting the first three stops, the thugs walked into the appliance 
repair shop to find the owner had a semiautomatic pistol sit- 
ting on the counter in full view only inches from his hand. 
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(He'd already been warned by one of the other members of 
the merchants’ watch committee who was caught by surprise 
when the thugs walked into his place.) 

After the thugs made their spiel about how dangerous the 
neighborhood was getting, the appliance repair man told 
them quietly and politely that he already belonged to a com- 
munity organization that offered all the protection he 
thought he needed. When one thug suggested that whatever 
protection the shop owner had, it had better be good because 
he was going to need it, the businessman suggested that the 
four of them could immediately test how good the service 
was, if they chose to do so. 

The four thugs looked around to discover that seven men 
were standing in front of the appliance repair shop. All of 
them had pulled back their coats to expose the weapons they 
wore in holsters. The thugs then heard the siren of an 
approaching police cruiser, which one volunteer had sum- 
moned. The police arrived shortly after the thugs beat a fast 
retreat. The legally armed citizens described the threats and 
provided full descriptions of the thugs along with the photos 
one of the merchants had taken from an upstairs window. 

The next day one of the armed-citizen volunteers called on 
all of the merchants who were not participating members of 
the merchants defense alliance and invited each to join. The 
recruiters emphasized that no merchant was under any obli- 
gation to join and that even if he didn’t join he was welcome 
to call for help if he was ever threatened again. One of the 
businessmen explained that his wife wouldn't let him own a 
firearm but offered to donate money to the merchant defense 
alliance. The recruiter politely refused the offer. 

A week later, a car drove slowly down the street as one of 
the armed merchants, the first who refused to buy the protec- 
tion, was closing up for the night. The alert volunteer spotted 
the gun pointing out the car window and dove for cover as the 
thug inside the car opened up with a MAC-10, spraying the 
storefront with 9mm slugs and killing the store’s last two cus- 
tomers of the day. The car pulled away and immediately ran 
into a hail of gunfire as six volunteers from neighboring busi- 
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nesses fought back. Two of the four thugs died in the shoot- 
out, and the volunteers captured the other two when their car 
crashed into a parked car. 


CRIME IN THE COUNTRY 


Situation 

The bedroom suburban community was located about 6 
miles outside a small university town in a western state. 
Surrounded by farms on three sides and a pine forest on the 
north, the 45 houses in the community each occupied forest- 
ed lots of 2 to 4 acres. The residents were mostly college pro- 
fessors and self-employed professionals, plus a few small- 
business owners. About a fourth of the families included 
recreational hunters, and six other families kept weapons in 
the home for self-defense. On the other hand, several of the 
other residents had taken public stances supporting gun con- 
trol and limits on hunting. 

Professional thieves from the nearest big city discovered 
that such communities where houses sit empty all day while 
the children go to school and the parents follow their careers 
offered safe pickings for daytime burglars. In a four-week peri- 
od, three of the 45 houses in the community were burglarized, 
suffering heavy losses of electronics, jewelry, and art. 


Organization 

One of the college professors invited the neighborhood 
over to discuss setting up a citizens’ crime watch. The profes- 
sor had already purchased cute signs that he proposed post- 
ing on the roads leading into the suburb to warn criminals 
that such a watch was in effect. 

A businessman who had grown up in the state suggested a 
crime watch didn’t make much sense when there was no one 
in the suburb available to watch during the daytime. He made 
a counterproposal that the residents set up an armed-volun- 
teer patrol whose members would drive through the commu- 
nity at odd times during the day. 

The meeting immediately degenerated into a loud, con- 
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tentious argument, with most of the college professors con- 
demning the proposed use of armed-citizen patrols. The 
meeting ended with a majority of the families voting to go for 
the citizens watch committee, which would depend on the 
local sheriff to provide law enforcement. They also agreed to 
circulate a petition proposing that the county raise property 
taxes to pay for extra deputies and new police cars. 

The 15 families who had been out-voted met quietly to dis- 
cuss a more effective way of protecting the suburb than posting 
threatening signs and raising property taxes to pay the under- 
manned sheriff's department to make regular patrols. 

Those who came to this meeting included all the hunters 
living in the suburb as well as those who owned firearms for 
self-protection. They all agreed that the best way to discour- 
age future crimes would be to arrange a schedule that would 
ensure that at least one community resident drove through 
the community at odd hours several times a day. 


Activity 

Once they began talking together about a solution, the 
new volunteers discovered that arranging such a schedule 
wasn't as difficult as they had thought it might be. Because 
of differing work schedules, several of the new volunteers 
were at home at different times during the early or late hours 
of the workday. Other members of the group were able to 
make a few adjustments in lunch hour schedules to cover 
the vacant hours. Each of the new volunteers also agreed to 
inform the others whenever they would be out of town on 
vacation, when they expected to have workers visiting their 
homes during the day, and when they were expecting guests 
from out of town. They all agreed that they would keep the 
action plan their own little secret and that they would do 
anything the larger unarmed citizens’ watch committee 
asked them to do except campaign for higher taxes and 
more sheriff's deputies. 


Action 
Each time either the husband or wife of a armed-citizen 
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family had occasion to return home during the day, they 
would drive slowly through the community checking out each 
house, including the homes of those who didn’t even know 
about the new self-defense group, looking for strangers and 
vehicles that didn’t appear to belong. Because of the small 
size of the community, this took only about 10 minutes. 

Whenever they spotted a strange car driving through the 
neighborhood, they would take the license number as they 
followed it to its destination or until it left the suburb. If they 
saw anything suspicious at someone’s house, e.g., a car that 
didn’t look like it belonged there, they would call the home 
owner at his work, using either a cellular phone or the phone 
from their houses and check out the situation. When they 
called the home of someone who wasn’t an armed-citizen vol- 
unteer, they used the cover of the citizens’ watch committee, 
explaining that they just happened to be driving by when they 
saw the suspicious activity. 

Early in the second week, one of the volunteers spotted a car 
parked in front of another volunteer's home when the owner of 
the home was out of town. With his automatic pistol prominent- 
ly on display on the dashboard, the patrolling volunteer pulled 
up the driveway and parked. A man immediately appeared, com- 
ing from around the house with a camera in his hand. 

Obviously nervous because of the gun he spotted sitting 
on the dashboard, the stranger launched into a long explana- 
tion about how the owner of the house had asked his compa- 
ny for an estimate for home owner's insurance. Accepting the 
explanation at face value, the volunteer on patrol still wrote 
down the license number of the stranger's car before starting 
his car and driving back down the driveway. 

A few minutes later, the volunteer watched from his own 
window as the man claiming to be an insurance sales agent 
drove out of the neighborhood. When the home owner 
returned from his trip, he reported that he had never asked 
any company for a new bid on insurance. The volunteer then 
passed the license number to the sheriff's office along with a 
description of the man with the camera. A deputy sheriff later 
reported that the car had been stolen. 
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Results 

The small community hasn’t had a single burglary in five 
years. The liberal college professors, who only met one more 
time as a citizens’ watch committee, still attribute the lack of 
crime to the cute signs that warn burglars that people are 
watching out for them. The professors continue to write let- 
ters to the local newspaper editor calling for more restrictions 
on the right to bear arms. Fortunately, such people are mem- 
bers of a very small minority in this predominantly rural state. 


A SEX OFFENDER IN THE COMMUNITY 


Situation 

The state prison authorities paroled a notorious child 
molester after he had served eight years of a 20-year sen- 
tence. The paroled criminal moved in with a relative in a mid- 
dle-class suburb that had a large population of children. A 
public outcry exploded as fathers and mothers took to the 
streets demanding that the child molester be returned to 
prison. The political authorities took sides with the parolee 
and instructed the police department to issue stern warnings 
threatening to arrest and charge any citizen who harassed the 
sex offender. A well-known liberal minister and a therapist 
who specialized in treating sex offenders launched a media 
campaign on behalf of the offender's right to live a normal 
life. After several weeks, the public outcry died down as the 
neighborhood citizens tired of the frustration. 


Organization 

Several parents of small children signed a letter request- 
ing that the local police keep the parolee under close surveil- 
lance. When the police chief replied that there was no way he 
could legally or financially put such a watch on the sex 
offender, the concerned parents decided to do what the 
police couldn't. Thirty-five of them organized an armed-citi- 
zen child-defense force. Two of the volunteers were lawyers, 
and they explained to the others what things the volunteers 
could legally do to protect their children. 
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Activity 

The volunteers designed a surveillance operation that 
would keep the parolee under observation for all the hours of 
the day that children might be on the streets or playing in 
their yards. During those hours, any time the parolee left his 
house, at least one volunteer would be watching him from a 
safe distance, sitting in a car and ready to follow him wherev- 
er he went. 

Two volunteers who worked at the same dairy where the 
parolee found employment agreed to share responsibility for 
keeping track of him during the workday in case he tried to 
sneak away from the job for a couple of hours. 

One housewife who didn’t work outside the home and 
who lived a few doors down from the parolee turned a front 
bedroom of her house into a communication command cen- 
ter with the help of five other housewives who would cover 
the phone whenever the first one had to do shopping, run 
errands, or take the kids to the park or a movie. 

Because there were so many volunteers watching just 
one man, no one ever spent more than an hour or two on 
duty in any one day. It was a loose surveillance, done from 
a distance, and the parolee never realized he was under 
observation. Volunteers on surveillance duty did occa- 
sionally lose track of the parolee when they got stuck at a 
traffic light or found themselves stuck in a crowd in a pub- 
lic place. 

The volunteers instituted a cascade-alert system for such 
occasions. Within 10 minutes after this system was activated, 
at least 20 people would be looking for the parolee. The only 
times he was not immediately spotted were those times he 
left the suburb and drove into another part of the city. When 
that happened, a volunteer would generally spot him within 
minutes of his return to the neighborhood. 

For the most part, every time the parolee took a walk down a 
sidewalk, shopped at a supermarket, walked into a convenience 
store, visited a friend, kept an appointment with his therapist, or 
took in a movie, someone would be watching him. 

Although the parolee continued to obey all the require- 
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ments of his parole, including the requirement that he have 
no contact with small children and that he keep his appoint- 
ments with his therapist, the volunteers frequently observed 
the parolee watching children at play. 


Action 

Eight months after the armed citizen surveillance began, two 
volunteers, each in his own car and keeping in contact with the 
other via the car cellular phones, followed the parolee into anoth- 
er part of town some distance from the neighborhood. The 
parolee parked his car near a city park and walked into the park. 
Both the volunteers parked and carrying their cellular phones, 
they spread out as they followed after the parolee. 

They spotted him talking to an 8-year-old boy. One of the 
volunteers recognized the boy as the youngest child of a fami- 
ly who once lived near the parolee. His parents moved to 
another part of town because of their fear over having a 
known sex offender living so close to them. The parolee 
showed the boy something he took out of his coat pocket, 
and then the boy and the parolee started walking toward the 
parolee’s parked car. (The police investigation later learned 
that the parolee had called the boy by name, told him he was 
a detective, and showed him a badge as he explained that he 
had to take the boy to the hospital because his mother had 
been injured in an auto accident.) 

One of the volunteers used his cellular phone to call the 
police to report a possible kidnapping while the second vol- 
unteer cut an intercept course with the parolee and the child. 
Although the volunteer intent on intercepting the parolee 
and child was legally carrying a concealed weapon, he decid- 
ed to try trickery rather than confrontation. 

“Is that your car?” he called as the parolee opened the 
curbside door to let the boy into the front seat. 

Puzzled, the parolee turned to look at the volunteer, but 
didn’t recognize him. “Of course it’s mine. Why?” 

“I was standing here waiting for my wife, and I saw some- 
thing funny. Two guys driving a pickup truck pulled up and 
parked behind your car. One of them got out and crawled 


ARMED CITIZENS IN ACTION 


under it. I can’t say for sure, but it looked to me like he stuck 
something under it.” 

The parolee had received so many telephone threats when 
he first moved into the community that he immediately 
jumped to the conclusion that someone must have planted a 
bomb under his car. He turned and started running into the 
park, leaving the boy he'd been trying to kidnap still sitting in 
the front seat of the car. He ran right by the other armed citi- 
zen and on for another hundred yards, then turned and 
looked back. When he couldn't see anyone coming after him 
he sat down on a park bench to catch his breath. The volun- 
teer, who still had 911 on the line, told the police dispatcher 
where they could pick up the suspected kidnapper. 


Results 

The sex offender's parole was immediately revoked, and he 
plea-bargained for a lesser charge than the attempted kidnap- 
ping charge he originally faced. Except for the police officers 
who investigated the arrest, neither the city authorities nor the 
press ever learned about the armed-citizen child-defense com- 
mittee. Happy with their success, the committee decided to con- 
tinue to operate, but as a community crime patrol. 

The other citizens in the neighborhood have no idea why 
their neighborhood has the lowest crime rate in the city. 


A SENIOR-CITIZENS COMMUNITY 


Situation 

The senior-citizen community in a southern state hada 
population of about 300 people living in single-story condo- 
minium units. It was one of those communities where a per- 
son had to be at least 55 to move in. The community included 
the usual swimming pool, clubhouse, and tennis and shuffle- 
board courts, and there was a supermarket shopping center 
on the edge of the community. Most of the residents were in 
good health and spent lots of time in exercise or dance class- 
es as well as other athletic endeavors. Almost everyone 
attended the monthly condominium association meetings 
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that invariably produced angry debates that went on until late 
into the night as the citizens argued over association dues, 
dress codes in the clubhouse, maintenance contracts, and 
similar issues. 

For years there was no crime in the community, but as has 
happened in so many other places, the big city eventually 
expanded out toward the retirement community and big-city 
problems began to touch the senior residents. It started in 
the supermarket shopping center that served the surrounding 
residential area as well as the residents of the senior-citizen 
community. First, there was a series of purse snatchings, then 
one older woman was beaten to the ground when she refused 
to give up her purse as she walked home from the supermar- 
ket along a well-lighted street. Things got more violent when 
a thief shot and killed a 63-year-old man who was augmenting 
his retirement income by working in the shopping center's 
convenience store late one night. The shopping center soon 
became forbidden territory for most of the senior citizens 
except for the morning and the midday hours when the crimi- 
nals from the nearby city were sleeping off their all-night 
drug and alcohol binges. 

It wasn’t long until the crime wave moved into the con- 
dominium complex. Several residents were mugged as 
they walked home from the clubhouse in the evening, and 
a half-dozen houses were burglarized. While the local 
county sheriff's department increased patrols through the 
area, the increasingly violent hoodlums proved to be 
adept at limiting the criminal activities to those times 
when a sheriff's gumball machine wasn't rolling through 
the neighborhood. 

After two incidents in which women were terrorized by 
young hoodlums who broke into their homes at night, the 
senior citizens stopped talking about plugged drains and 
grass-cutting schedules in the monthly condominium associ- 
ation meetings and began talking about how they could 
regain the safety and security they had expected to find when 
they moved into the community. 

The elected leaders proposed that the association con- 
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tract with a security-guard service to provide private, 24-hour 
protection for the community. They requested bids from three 
different companies and learned that the association would 
have to raise the monthly condominium fees by $100 to pay 
for such a contract. Although a majority of the residents voted 
for the increase, they didn’t have the two-thirds majority 
required under the association bylaws for such an action. 


Organization 

Two weeks after that meeting, two of the residents, a 72- 
year-old retired Marine Corps colonel and his wife, woke in 
the middle of the night to find two thugs in their bedroom. 
One of the thugs pulled the wife off the bed and held a knife 
to her throat while the second ordered the man to open the 
safe in the other room. The old combat veteran reached for 
the .45 he kept by his bed, shot the man threatening his wife 
between the eyes and then the second thug who was lunging 
for him with the knife. 

After police investigation established justifiable homi- 
cide, the retired colonel found himself the most popular man 
in the community. As a result of conversations over the next 
week with other residents, the old soldier learned that 28 
other residents kept a weapon for personal protection. The 
retired colonel invited them together and after some discus- 
sion, they organized the condominium protective militia, 
with the old soldier taking the leadership point. 

When the colonel learned that most of the men hadn't 
fired a weapon in years, he arranged for a field trip to a fir- 
ing range. The volunteers gave up their dance classes, 
chess games, and shuffleboard games for a couple of hours 
on the range three times a week. Through conversation, 
several other condominium residents learned what was 
going on, including a couple of elderly residents who had 
never owned a gun in their lives. The colonel arranged for 
an NRA-certified instructor to teach a course on gun safety 
and to go to the range with the 32 people who were now 
part of the group. 

Once the seniors were trained, they began calling the local 
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sheriff's office where each one applied for a concealed- 
weapons carrying permit. By the time the tenth senior citizen 
walked in to apply for the permit, a senior deputy got curious, 
found out what was happening, and tried to talk the old peo- 
ple out of doing what they were obviously doing. When he 
threatened to refuse to issue any more carrying permits, 
another senior resident who was a retired lawyer had a long 
chat with the deputy about the state's law on issuing such 
permits and the legal cost that the county would have to pay 
if the sheriff's office refused to obey the law. 


Activity 

As soon as each of the senior citizens received their con- 
cealed-weapons permits, they began carrying their weapons 
whenever they were on the streets or when they visited the 
supermarket shopping center. Under the colonels direction, the 
licensed senior citizens set up four-man patrols and began rotat- 
ing shifts for patrolling the public areas of the shopping center 
as well as the paths and roadways leading to the shopping cen- 
ter during the day and the early evening hours. 

Once all of the members of the group had qualified for the 
concealed-weapons permits, the volunteers started patrolling 
the streets of the condominium complex after hours, putting 
two pairs of volunteers on patrol through the night. The 
retired colonel set up a command post in his own home from 
where he monitored the telephone and the CB channel used 
by the men on patrol. 


Action 

Less than a week after the patrols were initiated, four vol- 
unteers witnessed their first felony when two young thugs 
knocked down and stole the purse of an 83-year-old widow 
who had just cashed her monthly Social Security check. The 
two thugs laughed as they ran across the parking lot to their 
car. They climbed into the car, and the driver was turning the 
key when he saw four old men surrounding the car and point- 
ing pistols at the two men in the car. When the driver defiantly 
tried to start the engine, a 78-year-old retired dentist, who 
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had fought across Omaha Beach as a young man, fired two 
rounds through the radiator and the spinning engine fan. 
Both thugs sat terrified inside the car, holding their empty 
hands in full view until the police, whom one of the armed- 
citizen volunteers had called on a cellular phone, arrived to 
make the arrests. 

Six nights later at 3:00 o’clock in the morning, a car filled 
with friends of the two arrested criminals drove through the 
community, indiscriminately firing semiautomatic weapons 
into condominium residences. The car had traveled less than 
two blocks when the criminals began taking return fire from 
four different positions. The driver pulled a quick U-turn and 
sped back toward the entrance into the community only to 
discover that someone had backed a car out into the street 
blocking the way. Someone was firing from behind the hood 
of the car. As the panicky driver screeched to a stop and start- 
ed backing up, he saw more cars blocking his last retreat. 
With three of the four men inside the car wounded, the driver 
killed the engine and rolled out of the car, holding his hands 
high and screaming that he was giving up. 

When the sheriff's deputies arrived 15 minutes later, they 
found 25 old men standing in a circle around the car and the 
four captured criminals. The one criminal who was not 
wounded was lying face down on the asphalt road, his arms 
stretched out over his head. A retired doctor was treating one 
of the more seriously wounded thugs. 

Only one of the old men was displaying a weapon, the 
man guarding the captured prisoners. As soon as the police 
arrived, he put his pistol on the ground and raised his hands 
in the air. Although no one else was displaying a weapon, 
the police quickly verified that every one of the senior citi- 
zens was carrying a concealed weapon and a license to carry. 
One of the thugs proved to be fatally wounded. While bullets 
had been fired into eight different houses, breaking a lot of 
glass, marring furniture, and splintering woodwork, none of 
the volunteer armed citizens nor any other senior citizens 
had been wounded. 
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Results 

Every senior citizen in the community who wasn't too sick 
to leave the house attended an emergency meeting of the 
condominium association three days after the shoot-out. The 
elected association leaders brought in the county sheriff and 
the ministers from four different churches to back up their 
plea that the association amend the condominium bylaws to 
prohibit the possession of weapons in the condominium 
public areas. The antigun forces talked for two hours. 

The only person permitted to take the podium on the pro- 
self-defense side was the retired lawyer who spent 10 minutes 
explaining why the proposal to deny the condominium resi- 
dents the right to self-defense was unconstitutional under 
both the federal and the state constitutions. He was booed 
four times by several people in the audience. 

The association leaders then reintroduced the proposal 
that the association contract with a security company for full- 
time patrols and called for a vote on the two resolutions: gun 
control within the condominium and a $100-a-month 
increase in association dues to pay for professional security 
services. The association leaders were surprised when they 
lost both measures by 2-to-1 margins. 

During the next several months, the volunteer senior citi- 
zens continued their patrols of both the shopping center and 
the streets of the retirement community. They also continued 
to train together on a biweekly basis and to meet for planning 
and operations discussion on the alternate weeks. Volunteers 
apprehended two more purse snatchers without having to 
display their firearms and one late-night trespasser. None of 
the senior citizens became new victims of violent crimes. Six 
months later the condominium association held its biannual 
elections. The four elected leaders were defeated, and the 
retired colonel was elected the new president of the associa- 
tion despite his insistence that he didn’t want the job. 
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chapter, we can identify several specific advantages 
that a volunteer armed-citizen crime-stop operation 
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has over the police or private professional security force. 


l. 


The volunteer armed citizens know the territory much 
better than any outside professional ever could. The vol- 
unteers don’t just know the people, they usually know 
who the good citizens are and who is more likely to com- 
mit violent crimes. This means that the volunteers are 
much less likely to mistakenly identify an honest citizen 
as a potential criminal. 

The volunteers have a commitment to the future of the 
neighborhood that no professional law enforcement 
officer could. 

The volunteer organization can easily adjust to changing 
crime patterns by shifting the numbers of volunteers on 
patrol or changing the times an area is covered in re- 
sponse to shifting criminal patterns. 

The use of the volunteers significantly reduces public 
expenditures on crime control. 

Volunteers can achieve much greater area saturation. 
The more people who volunteer, the more people on the 
streets during periods of high-crime activity. 

The armed-citizen solution collects for the community 


the full impact of the off-duty cop benefit. Most police 
officers carry their weapons while off duty. However, the 
neighborhoods where they live get the extra benefit of a 
police off-duty presence, not the neighborhoods they 
are assigned to protect. When the armed-citizen volun- 
teer is off duty, he will be in his own neighborhood, the 
same neighborhood he is protecting when engaged ina 
volunteer armed-citizen patrol. 

7. The volunteer concept makes a reduction of force when 
crime declines a much simpler matter. Once hired, it’s 
difficult to terminate a professional. In a perverse way, a 
professional law enforcement officer has no incentive to 
end crime, just to control it. A volunteer wants to put his 
time to other purposes. 


THE ARMED-CITIZEN IMPACT ON THE INDIVIDUAL 


We hear a lot these days about self-esteem. It’s supposed 
to be something very important for all of us to have. 
Schoolteachers and educators think self-esteem is so 
important that they spend more time trying to give their 
students this than they do teaching them to read, write, 
and figure arithmetic. 

Such teachers make a terrible mistake. No one can give 
anyone else self-esteem. Every individual has to develop his 
or her own. The only way you can make your own self-esteem 
is by successfully resolving the problems that life gives you to 
solve. The more difficult the problem that you face, the 
greater your self-esteem grows when you do solve it. 

Although no one can give another person self-esteem, 
someone can destroy it in another person. It’s like life itself. 
We cannot give another person life; we can only take it away. 

Acriminal steals the self-esteem of every one of his vic- 
tims. People who are raped, violently beaten in a mugging, 
shot during a robbery, or who lose a loved one to criminal vio- 
lence often spend the rest of their lives trying to recover their 
lost self-esteem. 

Those who have lost their self-esteem because of a crimi- 
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nal act often try to recover it by spending money on psychia- 
trists and therapists who will rarely encourage them to do the 
one thing that will make it possible to recover their self- 
esteem—prepare to defend themselves so that they will 
never again become a helpless victim of a violent criminal. 

If nothing robs self-esteem more than becoming the vic- 
tim of a crime, then nothing restores it more quickly than tak- 
ing full control of the defense of your life and your property so 
that you will never become the helpless victim again. 

In the society in which we live, that means acquiring and 
learning to use firearms properly. 

One can also build self-esteem by cooperating with others 
who want to obtain the same goals. The people who learn to 
bear arms in their own defense, then join in with their friends 
and neighbors to fight the criminals and drive them off the 
streets, gain the personal self-esteem that can only be earned 
by those who refuse to be victims. 

Human beings are born with an urge to cooperate with 
other human beings. Successful cooperation doesn’t just 
reward us with the specific object of the cooperation. People 
who cooperate together gain an emotional reward that often 
gives even more pleasure than the more material rewards 
gained through cooperation. 

Joining in with your friends and neighbors to stop crime in 
your neighborhood will be one of the most emotionally satis- 
fying things you can do in your life, provided you limit your 
activities to legal self-defense. 


WHY NOT VOLUNTEER SELF-DEFENSE? 


The rural community where | live and the nearby small 
university town are protected by a volunteer fire department. 
Although city and county tax funds are used to pay the salary 
of one professional fire fighter and to purchase equipment, 
all the other fire fighters are volunteers who work at regular 
jobs while carrying a small beeper at all times. Once or twice 
a week, the volunteer fire fighters drop whatever they are 
doing, jump in their cars, and head for the firehouse or the 
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scene of the fire. There are dozens of families in this area who 
owe their homes, and sometimes their lives, to the volunteer 
firemen. Those volunteers are as well trained as most profes- 
sional firemen, they fight fires with as much enthusiasm, and 
they put their own lives at risk in exactly the same way any 
professional would do. Although they work for nothing, they 
are paid with community respect. They are among the proud- 
est people in the community, and rightly so. 

They also save the taxpayers of this community a lot of 
money. We get equal, or even better, protection while we save 
that money. We get more people at a fire scene than we could 
ever get if we had to hire full-time professionals. 

Yet, people who will praise the volunteer fire fighters for 
protecting the community from great danger will loudly insist 
that only professional law enforcement personnel should be 
used to fight crime. For some reason, they think it’s okay fora 
young man to risk his life for his community by carrying an ax 
or fire hose, but it’s not okay for him to take similar risks by 
carrying a firearm. For some reason, we are told that men and 
women who can be trusted to run into a burning building to 
save a child can’t be trusted to save that same child froma 
rapist, kidnapper, or serial killer. 

This strange prejudice against volunteer self-defense 
keeps communities throughout America from adopting the 
most cost-effective means of crime control available: the vol- 
unteer crime fighter. 

We are paying a terrible price because our politicians have 
taught us that we are incompetent to defend ourselves from 
criminals and that we are incapable of organizing ourselves 
into local militias and vigilance committees to defend our 
homes, our places of work, and our children. 

The price we pay is not just measured in destruction of 
property, hospital bills, and loss of life. We also lose an 
important part of being human: the sense of community that 
can only come from community self-defense. 

The most serious problems Americans face cannot be 
solved by government—not at the federal, state, or even local 
level. The problems destroying America can only be solved by 
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the individual, the family, and the community. The individual 
must accept responsibility for and take control of his or her 
own life. Healthy, self-confident individuals must make the 
family a bastion of strength against the outside world. Those 
kind of individuals and families can then cooperate with oth- 
ers to make their community a place where they want to live 
and raise families. 

Self-defense plays a critical role in taking control of your 
own life; in giving your family the chance to grow, learn, and 
prosper; and in making your community a neighborhood 
where people cooperate for the common good. If you and 
your neighbors are not willing to join forces to defend your- 
selves from criminals, you don’t have a community; you live 
in a slave compound. 


This is not the Wild West where you walk down the street, and you 

have your gun, and | have mine, and the quickest man wins. 
—Colorado State Senator Regis Goff, arguing against a 
proposed concealed-weapons carrying law 


Regis Goff thinks he lives in a civilized society. He appar- 
ently thinks the Western towns of the late nineteenth century 
were not civilized. He must think that civilization is defined as 
a society in which people refuse to defend themselves and 
instead let the criminals rule the streets. 

When I started writing this book, | showed the chapter on 
the history of vigilantes in the American West to a friend. His 
first comment was that he thought that civilization brought 
peace to the West, not vigilantes. 

He didn’t understand what civilization is. 

All civilization begins with the marshaling of force to 
ensure domestic peace and tranquillity. Until a community 
has forcibly suppressed the criminal minority, there can be no 
civilization. When a community stops forcibly suppressing 
the criminal minority, civilization dies. No society can claim 
to be civilized if it distrusts armed citizens more than it fears 
assassins, thugs, and rapists. 

Civilization is dying or has already died in many American 
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communities, and it will eventually die in all of them if we let 
it. The only way to stop that from happening and to revive civ- 
ilization in those communities where it has already died is to 
take the first step that citizens of any community must take if 
they want civilization. 

Civilization can only exist in a community where there are 
good, decent, honest people who will not tolerate criminals 
in their midst and who are ready and willing to cooperate 
together to make sure violent criminals cannot practice their 
violent profession without being challenged. 


THE CHOICE: THE TYRANT OR 
THE SELF-GOVERNING ARMED CITIZEN 


Historically, civilization has almost always been imposed 
on a society by a tyrant. Someone organized a group of men 
into a fighting army, and that army made slaves or serfs of 
everyone else in the neighborhood. Then the tyrant called 
himself king, and set his new slaves and serfs to work to pro- 
duce the wealth the tyrant used for his own benefit. 

The moment anyone in the community did anything that the 
tyrant didn’t like, he either killed the dissident or chained him 
up. If the tyrant couldn’t be sure which one of 10 or 100 people 
was the guilty criminal, the tyrant often killed all the suspects or 
tortured them one by one until someone confessed. 

Throughout most of human history, civilization has been 
nothing but a criminal monopoly. The biggest and strongest 
criminal organized the other criminals, killed off his competi- 
tion, and put the criminals to guarding those who produced 
the wealth. The tyrant and his henchmen (called things like 
princes, knights, dukes, and lords) lived the good life while 
those who grew the crops, herded the animals, and built the 
monuments lived lives of hungry desperation. 

The slaves and serfs did live peacefully—as long as they 
did exactly what the tyrant demanded. If so, they didn’t have 
to fear a thief in the night or a mugging on their way to work. 

The only other kind of civilization that humanity has ever 
known has been composed of citizens who joined together in 
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mutual cooperation and used their own muscles and 
weapons to drive the criminals from their community. 
Democratic governments that were organized to serve the 
welfare of the common citizen instead of the most successful 
criminal have been rare in human history. They existed for 
short periods of time in the city states of Greece, and fora 
while Rome could qualify as a democratic state. 

That’s the kind of civilized society the American patriots in 
1776 wanted to have. That’s why they armed themselves and 
fought the criminal who ruled them, King George III of 
England. When they had won their freedom, they wrote a con- 
stitution to ensure that future generations could keep the 
same kind of civilized society of free men and women. 

The men who wrote the Constitution knew that a civilized 
society of free individuals could only survive and prosper if 
the free individuals accepted the responsibility for defending 
themselves against every kind of criminal, including the crim- 
inal who wants to become a tyrant. 

The Second Amendment was not written for hunters and 
target plinkers, but as a guarantee that every citizen would 
always be able to defend himself from the criminal who 
would steal his wealth, his life, and his freedom. 

If you have a crime problem in your neighborhood that 
makes you afraid to leave your house, to send your children 
to school, or even to sleep soundly through the night, and 
you have not armed and prepared yourself to defend yourself 
and your family from crime, then you have already thrown 
away the rights you once had. You have allowed the criminals 
to take control of your life. Your only choice is to either 
become the victim of the street criminal or the slave of the 
political criminal. 

You are responsible for the crime that makes you a slave. 


ONLY YOU CAN WIN BACK YOUR FREEDOM 
If it is so important that you take responsibility for your 


freedom from crime, and if it is so important that you orga- 
nize a volunteer group of friends and neighbors to keep the 
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criminal from your community, why are so many people 
telling you to give up your right to arm and defend yourself? 

Remember, there are only two choices for a civilized 
society: one ruled by criminal tyrants or one ruled by law- 
abiding citizens willing to bear arms to defend themselves 
and their freedoms. 


THE TWO CLASSES OF CRIMINALS 


There are two classes of criminals, and both hope you 
won't take responsibility for your own defense. 

The first class includes every mugger, rapist, thrill killer, bur- 
glar, armed robber, con artist, hijacker, vandal, and thug who 
walks our city streets and prowls our rural roads. Every one of 
those criminals fears nothing more than the armed citizen. 

The second class is even more dangerous than the first. 
Those are the criminals who aren’t content to rob one person 
at atime. They want to rob all the citizens every single day. 
This group hates the very idea of a civilized society of armed 
citizens. They want to be the new tyrants ruling a new society 
of slaves. They know that in order to turn this country froma 
society of free, armed citizens into a society of slaves whom 
they can rule, they first have to take our weapons from us. To 
do that, they must turn us into fearful cowards who would 
prefer to lose our dignity, pride, and self-respect rather than 
tisk losing our pitiful lives by defending ourselves from the 
criminal. Those who want to be our masters want us to fear 
the criminal so much that we dare not fight back. That’s why 
they tell us we must not carry weapons and that we must 
never fight back when a criminal tries to make us a victim. The 
political criminals want us to depend on them to protect us 
from the street criminals. They play the ultimate extortion 
game, demanding that we give up all our freedoms so they 
can protect us from the criminal who stalks the street. 

These political criminals run for office promising impossi- 
ble dreams to win votes, then pass laws that limit freedom as 
soon as they have the power of office. They tell us that the 
unconstitutional laws they impose on us are for our own ben- 
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efit. They win elections and swear an oath to protect the 
Constitution, then immediately put their energies to passing 
new laws that ignore the very same Constitution they've 
pledged to uphold. 

These criminals think they are winning. Many of you live in 
states where criminal politicians have enacted unconstitu- 
tional laws that make it impossible for you to arm yourself to 
defend yourself. Other criminal politicians in Washington 
have succeeded in passing federal laws that ignore the 
Constitution. As I write this, they brag about how they expect 
to pass more laws. Some of them openly admit their inten- 
tion is to completely disarm the American citizen, leaving 
firearms only in the hands of the police and the military— 
and, of course, the criminals. The others admit that only in 
private conversations. 

The promises that such criminal politicians make to get 
elected are the promises of the tyrant pretending to bea 
champion of the common citizen. They promise that if you 
give up your freedom, they will guarantee you peace, tranquil- 
lity, and economic security. If they win, they will give you the 
peace, tranquillity, and security of the slave. 


THE ULTIMATE ARMED-CITIZEN CHALLENGE— 
A CRIMINAL GOVERNMENT 


The founders of our great democratic republic knew the 
political criminals were much more dangerous than the street 
criminals. The writings of Thomas Jefferson, George 
Washington, and James Madison are filled with references 
that make it very clear that they intended that the Second 
Amendment would ensure that the free citizens could and 
would prevent the would-be tyrants from ever destroying the 
American system of government. 


... that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of 
these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute new Government... 

—Declaration of Independence 
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We already have a criminal government. Our political 
leaders, the bureaucrats they hire, and the judges they 
appoint continue to impose on us dozens of laws every year 
that clearly violate the Constitution of the United States. 

Fortunately, we still have free speech, and we still have the 
vote. As long as we have free speech and the vote, we don’t 
have to use our arms to alter or abolish the current govern- 
ment. What we have to do is vote the criminals out of office 
and elect new leaders who will live up to their oath of office to 
defend and protect the Constitution. 

Understand this! The criminal politicians who secretly 
want to establish government by tyranny in America know 
that before they can take free speech and the vote away from 
us, they will have to take our guns away. 

Fortunately, they are finding that a lot more difficult than 
they expected. The voters are striking back, and politicians 
who support laws limiting the right to bear arms are discover- 
ing that this can be dangerous to their future political careers. 

The criminal politicians also understand that the only way 
to convince American citizens to give up the right to bear 
arms is to fool them into believing that if they give up their 
weapons, then the criminal will have no weapons either. 

The criminal politicians want street crime and violence to 
spread across our country so that they can use your fear to 
their own advantage. Our criminal politicians are not going to 
do anything effective to stop crime, not until every honest, 
peace-loving citizen first gives up his weapons. Once they no 
longer have to fear the armed citizens, the criminal politi- 
cians will then stop crime like every tyrant stops crime: by 
making every one of us a slave of the state. 

The only way to frustrate this evil scheme is for each of us 
to do what the politicians don’t want us to do. We can stop 
crime in America, but we have to do it ourselves. We can only 
stop crime by bearing arms in our own defense and by orga- 
nizing ourselves into volunteer groups of armed citizens who 
take to the streets and who deny the criminal the chance to 
find his next victim. 
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Every time a law-abiding citizen legally and responsibly 
uses a firearm to thwart a crime, he or she adds one more testi- 
mony to prove that the politicians who claim that citizens can’t 
be trusted with weapons are lying. The more citizens who 
accept the responsibilities of the Second Amendment by bear- 
ing arms in their self-defense, the more quickly we will prove 
that the Second Amendment is just as necessary to keep 
America free today as it was when the Bill of Rights was written. 

The citizens of Florida, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Vermont, Maine, West Virginia, and other states where legally 
qualified citizens can carry concealed weapons have already 
established a solid record that proves that honest citizens 
will carry weapons responsibly. They have shown that they 
will not use their personal weapons to settle arguments over 
traffic accidents and fence lines, but that they will use them 
when necessary to legally defend themselves from criminal 
attacks. Such courageous citizens have proved that the armed 
citizen does take a bite out of crime. 

If you will join with us, you will not only make your neigh- 
borhood a safe place to live and work, you will help ensure 
that the political criminals who want to frighten us with crime 
in the street so they can become tyrants of slaves instead of 
representatives of free citizens will never succeed. 

The Second Amendment: use it or lose it! 


THE ADVANTAGES OF THE ARMED-CITIZEN SOLUTION 


rime can be stopped in America, but only if 
we citizens do it ourselves. We can’t rely on 
the police or the courts or the elected officials who 
promise to get tough on crime and then do nothing. 
We can stop crime by bearing arms in our 
own defense and organizing ourselves into 
volunteer groups of armed citizens who are willing 
to take to the streets to deny criminals the opportu- 
nity to find their next victims—just as the Founding 
Fathers intended it more than 200 years ago. By so 
doing, we can reclaim our streets, our cities, and 
our nation from the career criminals who essential- 
ly have free reign. 
he author, who belongs to an armed citizen 
defense alliance in his hometown and has 
helped organize several, gives you a detailed blue- 
print for organizing, recruiting, and implementing a 
community self-defense program. He explains the 
pitfalls of such groups—including getting around 
restrictive gun control measures and avoiding 
adverse publicity—and tells you in plain terms what 
you absolutely must do to be successful, as well as 
what you must avoid. He cites specific case studies 
of how armed alliances have succeeded in making 
their neighborhoods safe places to live, work, raise 
children, and enjoy the basic freedoms guaranteed 
in the U.S. Constitution. 
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